
DEADLY WEEKEND 
IN NORTH BAY
Man killed in burning motor 
home near Petaluma the fourth 
fatality in two days Empire
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Pegasus Theater Co.’s play in park showcases Guerneville’s revitalization Empire

‘MIDSUMMER’ 
ON THE RIVER

The field of  potential candidates 
who could seek the Sonoma Coun-
ty supervisor seat currently held 
by Efren Carrillo is growing more 
crowded as the deadline to formal-

ly declare nears, while pressure is 
building for supervisorial hopefuls 
to start building up their financial 
war chests.

But who decides to run — and 
when they publicly announce — 
rests heavily on a highly anticipated 
announcement from Carrillo, who 
has not said whether he plans to 
seek re-election to the 5th District 
seat he’s held since 2009.

Prior to his 2013 arrest on suspicion 
of  burglary and prowling outside his 
female neighbor’s home, the two-

term incumbent was seen as a rising 
political star in the Democratic Party, 
widely speculated as a strong candi-
date for higher public office. Carrillo 
was acquitted after state prosecutors 
charged him with peeking, but the 
incident has since overshadowed his 
political aspirations.

“I have not decided,” Carrillo said 
earlier this month when asked about 
his plans. The 34-year-old supervisor 
is engaged and expecting a child.

The June 2016 primary is 10 
months away. If  no candidate re-

ceives more than 50 percent of  the 
vote, the top two vote-getters will 
face off in the November general 
election that year.

As Carrillo mulls his future plans, 
the number of people being floated 
who might jockey for the seat — which 
represents western Sonoma County 
and stretches from the lower Russian 
River area to the Mendocino County 
border  — has reached double digits.

At least three west Sonoma Coun-
ty residents, none of whom has ever 
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Abigail Evans, 5, left, and Elizabeth Lemenager, 5, enjoy the first day of kindergarten at Mattie Washburn Elementary School in Windsor.

Ready OR NOt . . .

High beef prices fuel rustling revival
GIDDINGS, Texas

Doug Hutchison wears 
a badge and carries a 
gun but his most effec-

tive weapon in the pursuit of  
livestock thieves in the nation’s 
largest cattle-producing territo-
ry may be his smartphone.

With it, Hutchison, one of  30 
Special Rangers with the Texas 
and Southwestern Cattle Rais-
ers Association, photographs 
suspected stolen livestock, 

accesses the association’s data-
bases of  livestock brands and 
reports of  missing animals and 
consults with sheriff’s offices.

“I think it’s one of  the great-
est tools in the world,” said 
Hutchison, wearing a cowboy 
hat and jeans, his boots mired 
in the mud and manure of  noisy 
auction stockyard corrals filled 
with nervous cattle.

Cattle prices have been at 
record levels, and reports of  
missing or stolen cattle have 
followed. The nearly 5,800 
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Tagged cattle are housed in a pen prior to an 
auction June 22 in Giddings, Texas. 

Efren 
Carrillo
Supervisor has 
held 5th District 
seat since 2009.

Race for Carrillo’s seat heats up

About 70,000 students — more people than 
live in Petaluma — start school in Sonoma 
County this week.

“I tell you, I’m excited,” said Bob Raines, su-
perintendent of   Alexander Valley Union School 
District and principal of  its lone school, which 
kindergarteners through sixth-graders attend.

Altogether, there are 71,096 Sonoma County 
students in kindergarten through 12th grade.

As opening day approached, teachers prepped 
their classrooms and took part in district train-
ings, and parents secured last-minute supplies.

“You’ve got your new boots on, your new dress, 
your new backpack,” Jordan Bugarske said to his 

It’s cheers, tears and new frontiers with 70,000 students set to flood halls
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As more candidates mull bids, 
5th District supervisor, Evans still 
silent on whether they will run
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TROJANS IN TRANSITION: 
After losing 9 key players, 
Petaluma will look to 
quarterback as foundation 
to rebuild team / C1

Armed with 
guns and 

smartphones, 
rangers in 

Plains states 
try to thwart 

growing 
number 
of thefts

Kellie 
Villalpando 
sits with her 
son Nathan, 5, 
on Thursday  
at Mattie 
Washburn 
Elementary.
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BACK TO SCHOOL China 
warned 

on agents 
in US 

WASHINGTON — The Obama 
administration has delivered 
a warning to Beijing about the 
presence of  Chinese govern-
ment agents operating secretly 
in the United States to pressure 
prominent expatriates — some 
wanted in China on charges of  
corruption — to return home 
immediately, according to U.S. 
officials.

The U.S. officials said Chinese 
law enforcement agents covert-
ly in this country are part of  
Beijing’s global campaign to 
hunt down and repatriate Chi-
nese fugitives living abroad and, 
in some cases, recover alleged-
ly ill-gotten gains. The Chi-
nese government has officially 
named the effort Operation Fox 
Hunt.

The U.S. warning, which was 
delivered to Chinese officials 
in recent weeks and demanded 
a halt to the activities, reflects 
escalating anger in Washington 
about intimidation tactics used 
by the agents. And it comes at 
a time of  growing tension be-
tween Washington and Beijing 
on a number of  issues, includ-
ing the computer theft of  mil-
lions of  government personnel 
files that U.S. officials suspect 
was directed by China, China’s 
crackdown on civil liberties and 
the devaluation of  its currency.

Those tensions are expected 
to complicate the state visit to 
Washington next month by Xi 
Jinping, the Chinese president.

The work of  the agents is 
a departure from the routine 
practice of  secret government 
intelligence gathering that the 
United States and China have 
carried out on each other’s soil 
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Beijing accused of covert 
actions, strong-arm tactics 
to get fugitives to return
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