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Taking summer school to get ahead, not to catch up
EDUCATION TRENDS

GILL, Massachusetts — 
Chase Pellegrini de Paur didn’t 
flunk math, and he is not try-
ing to hone his study skills. The 
15-year-old honor roll student 
nevertheless spent six weeks 
this summer studying geome-
try at the prestigious Northfield 
Mount Hermon boarding school 
here.

The goal was either to get 
credit for the class, which would 
let him skip ahead to higher-lev-
el courses earlier in his high 
school career, particularly Ad-
vanced Placement ones, or to 

take the course again in the fall 
and, already familiar with the 
underlying theorems, be all but 
guaranteed a top grade.

“It’s a win-win,” said Chase, 
a rising sophomore at New Ca-
naan High School in Connecti-
cut.

As the competition to get 
into the most selective colleges 
intensifies, high-achieving stu-
dents are attending academic 
summer schools to turbocharge 
grade-point averages or load up 
on the AP courses seen as gate-
ways to top-tier schools.

The practice even has its own 
lexicon: Students who are plan-
ning to repeat a class at their 

regular high schools are “pre-
viewing”; those who are using 
summer classes to skip ahead 
and qualify for higher-level sub-
jects are seeking “forward cred-
it.”

Critics, however, say the sum-
mer classes only add to the ineq-
uities of  the college admissions 
process, in which wealthy fami-
lies can afford to hire expensive 
SAT tutors and consultants who 
help develop the perfect college 
essay, while poorer students 
must fend for themselves.

Kimberly Quick, a policy as-
sociate for the Century Founda-
tion, a think tank based in New 
York City said students who 
could not afford to spend their 
summers taking extra class-
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From left: Samiyah Bryant, 16; Sekou Bolden, 16; and Chase Pelligrini de 
Paur, 15, take a six-week summer geometry class on Aug. 2 at the North-
field Mount Hermon boarding school in Gill, Massachusetts.

Critics say expensive classes compound inequality, 
create disadvantages for low-income students
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When Becky Kelso’s 13-year-
old daughter shows up for her 
first day of  school at Sebastopol 
Independent Charter School on 
Tuesday, she will, for the first 
time, be going to school fully 
vaccinated.

It was a decision Kelso, 53, 
and her husband were forced to 
make following the passage last 
year of  Senate Bill 277, which 
denied parents the use religious 
or personal beliefs to opt out of  
vaccinating their children.

For parents like Kelso and her 
husband, that meant choosing 
whether to fully vaccinate, or 
take their daughter out of  her 
school environment entirely — 
both public and private institu-
tions must abide by the law.

“It was definitely stressful,” 
Kelso said.

She said her family wasn’t 
necessarily “anti-vax” so much 
as cautious about approaching 
immunizations they don’t see as 
entirely medically necessary.

Their daughter had been sub-
jected to shots before, but “just 
the minimum amount,” Kelso 
said. 

“We just wanted to spread 
them out so we could see what 
her reaction was instead of  get-
ting them all done at once.”

Decisions about children’s 
health should be left up to their 
parents, Kelso said, rather than 
being forced into it like her fam-
ily was since the passage of  the 
new law. 

Over the course of  the past 
few months, her daughter has 
been subjected to six or seven 
immunizations, Kelso said.

“I think it should be a person-
al decision,” she said. “It just 
seems kind of  overstepping as 
far as (the government) goes.”

Another concern for her fami-
ly was the expense involved, and 
whether it would have a negative 
impact on enrollment at some of  
the smaller public schools like 
the one her daughter attends — 
especially in the western part of  
the county, where schools tend 
to have a lower vaccination rate 
than in other parts of  the coun-
ty.

That hasn’t seemed to be 

Vaccine 
rate up, 
no student 
decline

BACK TO SCHOOL

Educating parents about 
new law key to success
By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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CLEARLAKE — The Lake 
County man suspected of  
setting the devastating fire 
that torched downtown Low-

er Lake once 
worked as an 
inmate fire-
fighter and 
was under 
investigation 
for the past 
year as a se-
rial arsonist, 
authorities 
said Tues-
day.

D a m i n 
Pashilk, 40, was arrested 
Monday afternoon on sus-
picion of  17 counts of  arson, 
two days after authorities 
said he intentionally started 
the Clayton fire on the edge of  
a rural road south of  Lower 
Lake off Highway 29.

He is scheduled to be ar-
raigned today in Lake County 

Superior Court. Authorities 
have yet to reveal exactly 
which other fires they suspect 
Pashilk of  causing, but said 
all have occurred in the past 
year. The largest is the Clay-
ton fire, said Janet Upton, 
deputy director of  communi-
cations at Cal Fire.

A woman who identified 

CLAYTON FIRE
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Mario Martinez, right gets a hug from his neighbor, Jose Alvarado, at the site of their burned-down homes along Winchester Street near Big Bear 
Road in Lower Lake on Tuesday.

Suspect eyed earlier

Winds calmed and tempera-
tures cooled in southern Lake 
County Tuesday evening, assist-
ing the massive effort to contain 
the Clayton fire that has burned 
4,000 acres since Saturday when 
authorities say it was sparked by 
an arsonist.

The fire was 35 percent con-
tained Tuesday night and fire 
officials expect to get make sig-
nificant progress today, with full 
containment expected by Sun-
day. The blaze still threatens 380 
homes in the area — down from 
1,500 on Monday — but evacua-
tion orders were lifted for 4,000 
Clearlake residents Tuesday af-
ternoon.

Evacuation orders remained 
in place for Lower Lake, as fire-
fighters sought to bolster their 
containment lines along the fire’s 
northeastern front.

By RANDI ROSSMANN AND 
ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Man arrested on arson charges investigated for year Firefighters gain upper 
hand in Lower Lake; 
blaze 35% containedBy DEREK MOORE, 

GLENDA ANDERSON 
AND RANDI ROSSMAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Arson suspect Damin Pashilk lived in this home along Koloko Street 
in Clearlake.Damin 

Anthony 
Pashilk INSIDE

 ■How you can help victims of the 
Clayton fire / A2

 ■ Firefighters battle new fire west 
of North Lakeport / A8

ONLINE
Read more coverage and view 
galleries of the Clayton fire at 
pressdemocrat.com


