
THURSDAY, AUGUST 17, 2017 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

ECLIPSE TIPS »  
Pick the best 
spot in Sonoma 
County to view  
the historic 
event. D1

ROUGH START »  
Family targeted 
by thieves 
after move to 
SR lost nearly 
everything.   A3

SANTA ROSA
High 81, Low 54

THE WEATHER, C8

Barber C1
Business B8
Classified D6
Comics B6
Crossword B5
Editorial A8

Lotto A2
Movies D5
Nation-World B1
Obituaries B3
Smith A4
TV B7

©2017 The Press Democrat

INSIDE

President Donald Trump

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump found himself  
increasingly isolated in a racial 
crisis of  his own making on 
Wednesday, abandoned by the 
nation’s top business executives, 
contradicted by military leaders 
and shunned 
by Republicans 
outraged by 
his defense of  
white national-
ist protesters in 
Charlottesville, 
Virginia.

The breach 
with the busi-
ness communi-
ty was the most 
striking. 

Titans of  
American industry and finance 
revolted against a man they had 
seen as one of  their own, con-
cluding Wednesday morning 
they could no longer serve on 
two of  Trump’s advisory panels.

But before Stephen 
Schwarzman, the chief  exec-
utive of  the Blackstone Group 

SR trash rates to jump 60 percent  
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Trump backers start voter-registration effort

WASHINGTON — With Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s poll num-
bers slipping, a group of  the 
president’s former campaign 
aides is beginning an effort to 
encourage new voters in parts 
of  the country that supported 
him in the election, and to stop 
what they contend are illegal 
votes in Democratic areas.

The former aides are start-
ing a group called Look Ahead 
America to identify “disaffect-

ed” rural and working-class 
Americans who either do not 
vote or are not on the voter rolls, 
in order to register and mobilize 
them ahead of  future elections, 
according to a prospectus being 
distributed to possible donors.

Look Ahead America also 
seeks to discourage or invali-
date “fraudulent” votes by de-
ploying poll watchers with cam-
eras, and through what it called 
a forensic voter fraud investi-
gation to identify “votes cast in 
the names of  the deceased, by 
illegal immigrants or non-citi-

zens,” according to the prospec-
tus, which was shared with the 
New York Times.

The group is the brainchild of  
two people who initially helped 
run the data team for Trump’s 
campaign, Matt Braynard and 
Witold Chrabaszcz.

They are rolling out Look 
Ahead America in a series of  
private meetings in Washington 
this week with conservative lead-
ers and activists, including those 
gathered Wednesday morning 
for a weekly meeting of  influ-
ential conservatives convened 

by the anti-tax crusader Grover 
Norquist.

Braynard and Chrabaszcz 
will be joined in the organiza-
tion by a former regional coordi-
nator for the Trump campaign, 
Andrew Stempki, and a board of  
directors including about 30 for-
mer campaign field staffers and 
state coordinators.

The people involved are not 
big names in conservative poli-
tics, where operatives constant-
ly jockey for the attention of  

The curbside collection rates that most 
Santa Rosa residents pay are set to soar 
nearly 60 percent under a proposed 15-
year contract the city has negotiated with 
the San Francisco-based garbage compa-
ny buying its current hauler, The Ratto 
Group. 

The city this week released details of  

the agreement it has struck with Recolo-
gy to be the exclusive provider of  the gar-
bage, recycling and organic waste pickup 
services to approximately 55,000 residen-
tial and commercial accounts beginning 
Jan. 1. 

If  approved by the City Council, the 
deal is expected to generate $49 million 
in annual revenues for Recology, or $735 
million over the life of  the contract. The 
company would pay the city a 14 percent 
franchise fee, which would pump $7 mil-
lion annually into the city’s coffers, or 
$105 million over the life of  the agree-
ment.

The report is the first official confir-
mation that Recology, one of  the largest 
refuse providers on the West Coast, has 
survived a competitive and secretive se-
lection process to ink a tentative deal 
with the city, a fact first reported by The 
Press Democrat earlier this month. 

“It wasn’t a straight line to this point, 
but we got here,” said Eric Potashner, 
vice president at Recology. “Santa Rosa is 
a community that has a strong environ-
mental ethos and I think it will be a good 
partner.”
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RATE INCREASE
The curbside collection rates for Santa Rosa resi-
dents and business would increase sharply under 
a proposed contract with San Francisco-based 
Recology. Here are the residential rate changes.

Residential rates
Size               Old Rate           New Rate
20 gallon         $14.72                        $23.34
32 gallon         $16.97                        $26.85
64 gallon         $25.95                        $41.24
96 gallon         $41.12                        $65.57 

Source: City of Santa Rosa
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McBride Realty’s listing agent Nancy Devoto hopes to have this home in Santa Rosa’s Oakmont community in escrow during the next few days.

Median price’s new high
REAL ESTATE » With inventory tight, county buyers compete 
for fewer homes; sales fall in July to slowest pace in 7 years  

After a strong sales bump in June, 
Sonoma County’s housing market 
declined in July to the slowest pace 

of  sales in seven years.
Meanwhile, a combination of  apprecia-

tion and growing sales of  pricier proper-
ties last month lifted the median price for 
a single-family home to a new record high 
of  $644,000.

Buyers purchased 406 single-family 

homes in July, according to The Press 
Democrat’s monthly housing report, 
compiled by Pacific Union International 
senior vice president Rick Laws. It was 
the lowest sales total for the month since 
July 2010.

The results contrasted with June, when 
512 homes were sold, the best showing 
for any month in two years. July sales 
declined almost 20 percent in one month.

“That’s a pretty precipitous drop,” 

By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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BY THE NUMBERS
Record high: Median price for single-family 
home hits $644,000 in July.
Lowest since 2010: Only 406 single-family 
homes were sold in July, down from 512 in June.
Luxury market: Last month, 70 homes sold 
for more than $1 million, compared to 17 at that 
price in July of 2012. 
Starter market: The number of homes selling 
for less than $500,000 declined to 77 homes in 
July, compared to 406 homes in the same month 
five years ago.


