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The thrill and the truth of Aretha

NEW YORK — The clarity 
and the command. The daring 
and the discipline. The thrill of  
her voice and the truth of  her 
emotions.

Like the best actors and poets, 
nothing came between how Are-
tha Franklin felt and what she 

could express, between what 
she expressed and how we re-
sponded. Blissful on “(You Make 
Me Feel Like) a Natural Wom-
an.” Despairing on “Ain’t No 
Way.” Up front forever on her 
feminist and civil rights anthem 
“Respect.”

Franklin, the glorious “Queen 
of  Soul” and genius of  Ameri-
can song, died Thursday morn-
ing at her home in Detroit of  
pancreatic cancer. She was 76. 

Few performers were so uni-
versally idolized by peers and 
critics and so exalted and yet so 

familiar to their fans. As surely 
as Jimi Hendrix settled argu-
ments over who was the No. 1 
rock guitarist, Franklin ruled 
unchallenged as the greatest 
popular vocalist of  her time.

She was “Aretha,” a name set 
in the skies alongside “Jimi” and 
“Elvis” and “John and Paul.” A 
professional singer and pianist 
by her late teens, a superstar by 
her mid-20s, she recorded hun-
dreds of  songs that covered vir-
tually every genre, and she had 

‘Queen of Soul,’ deemed 
greatest singer of her 
time, dies of cancer
By HILLEL ITALIE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TURN TO ARETHA » PAGE A8

Singer Aretha 
Franklin  
performs 
during the 
BET Honors 
at the Warner 
Theatre in 
Washington in 
2012. Franklin 
died Thursday 
at her home in 
Detroit.   

JOSE LUIS MAGANA 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Bills to 
block oil 
drilling  
advance

Two bills aimed at protecting 
California’s coast from offshore 
oil drilling cleared a hurdle in 
Sacramento on Thursday, de-
lighting environmental activists 
and a North Coast lawmaker 
as they girded for an upcoming 
battle with the powerful oil in-
dustry.

 The bills, intended to thwart 
the Trump administration’s 
plan to sell oil-drilling rights off 
all the nation’s coasts, including 
Northern California, were re-
leased by Senate and Assembly 
appropriations committees and 
cleared for enactment into law 
by the end of  the month.

“It’s a great day,” said state 
Sen. Mike McGuire, D-Healds-
burg, who co-authored the Sen-
ate bill, SB 834, that prohibits 
development of  oil facilities, 
such as pipelines, platforms or 

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Senate, Assembly panels 
clear legislation intent 
on protecting coastline
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Rotha Rice, 74, of Rohnert Park passes the time recently as she waits for a bus to take her to a job she’s held for 26 years at a Shell gas station in 
Cotati/Rohnert Park.  Rice, who is eligible for a housing subsidy, was given a 90-day notice to vacate her apartment in May. 

Renters with subsidies 
getting squeezed out

“I called 27 places. There’s nothing out there, because of the fires.”
ROTHA RICE, on her search for an apartment that takes Section 8 vouchers

The notice to vacate was taped 
to Rotha Rice’s Rohnert Park 
apartment door the first week 

of  May. She was expecting it, given 
she’d heard from neighbors that 
Americana Apartments was ter-
minating the leases of  every tenant 
enrolled in a federal housing subsi-
dy program.

Rice, 74, was given 90 days to 
leave the place she has called home 
since 2006, when she moved into the 
complex on the city’s northeastern 
edge with a single cup, a plate and a 
lamp. In the dozen years since, she 
accumulated a bed, furniture, a va-
riety of  books and other belongings. 

For the first time in a long time, she 
felt stable.

The location of  the apartment 
was ideal, situated only a mile and a 
half  from her job of  26 years work-
ing graveyard shifts at a Shell gas 
station. It’s also not far from the 
city’s senior center where she grabs 
lunch daily, as well as a longtime 
network of  friends who help get her 
to and from doctors’ appointments 
to manage her delicate health.

Now that’s all been thrown into 
disarray as Rice struggles to find 
another landlord willing to accept 
her housing voucher.

“On May 3, I called 27 places,” 
said Rice. “There’s nothing out 
there, because of  the fires.

“It’s plenty of  time,” she added of  

the period to relocate, “but for me 
it’s no time if  there’s nothing avail-
able.”

Finding rental housing in many 
parts of  Sonoma County is increas-
ingly difficult for people like Rice, 
who rely on the Section 8 program 
to afford rents in Sonoma County. 
The waitlist just to get into the pro-
gram for low-income renters can 
take up to six years, and those who 
have finally made it in are seeing 
the number of  landlords who ac-
cept the housing vouchers shrink 
by the month.

More than 4,700 people through-
out Sonoma County are enrolled 
in the federal Section 8 program, 

Fewer county landlords accepting Section 8 vouchers BY THE 
NUMBERS

 ■ 4,700 people 
are enrolled in the 
federal Section 8 
program that 
provides subsidies 
for housing.

 ■ 440 renters 
countywide in the 
program on July 1 
have not been able 
to secure housing, 
up from 313 renters 
before the fires in 
October.

 ■An average of 
21 households a 
month in 2018 are 
being forced to 
leave their rentals 
in the county.

By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Enveloped 
in seconds by 
fire tornado

SAN FRANCISCO — In the 
history of  California wildfires 
there has never been any-
thing like it: 
A churning 
tornado filled 
with fire, the 
size of  three 
football fields.

An official 
report describes in chilling de-
tail the intensity of  the rare fire 
phenomenon and how quickly 
it took the life of  Redding fire-
fighter Jeremy Stoke, who was 
enveloped in seconds as he tried 

By JOCELYN GECKER AND 
OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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INSIDE
The latest on 
the Mendocino 
Complex fires / A3
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