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Santa Rosa and the Sonoma-Marin
Area Rail Authority are hoping developers will get onboard with longstalled plans for a transit village west
of Railroad Square, the downtown site

“This is going to be the front door
for Santa Rosa,” said Santa Rosa
Vice Mayor Chris Coursey, a former
SMART spokesman. “For a lot of people, it’s going to be the first thing they
see when they come to town.”
To date, none of the previous proposals has come to fruition, with the
most recent iterations falling victim
to the recession and its fallout. They
included one anchored by a food and
wine center previous city leaders
hoped would finally make Santa Rosa
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THE PRESS D E MO C RAT

of the busiest planned station for the
coming commuter rail line.
The rail authority has begun soliciting interest from firms qualified to
finance and build a large mixed-use
housing project on the highly visible
5.4 acres of vacant property owned by
the agency.
The property, when combined with
the privately owned 2.1-acre Cannery
site next door, represents the largest
and, arguably, most economically significant development site in the downtown area.
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MIXED-USE
PROJECT
The rail authority
is seeking a builder
to develop a
5.4-acre site west
of Railroad Square
in Santa Rosa.
Vision: Mixeduse buildings with
retail, restaurants,
housing and
community space

PROJECT NIGHTINGALE: County and area hospitals help to expand
safety-net program offering services for people who are sick and homeless

A PlAce To HeAl

Review: Only tenth of spots
promised are filled, bulk of
$297M spent on consultants
By JULIA HOROWITZ
ASSOCIATED P RE S S

SACRAMENTO — Three
years after California voters
passed a ballot measure to raise
taxes on corporations and generate clean-energy jobs by funding energy-efficiency projects
in schools, barely one-tenth of
the promised jobs have been
created,
and
the
state
has
no
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Money
is
trickling
in
at a slower-than-anticipated
rate, and more than half of the
$297 million given to schools so
far has gone to consultants and
energy auditors. The board created to oversee the project and
submit annual progress reports
to the Legislature has never
met, according to a review by
the Associated Press.
Voters in 2012 approved the
Clean Energy Jobs Act by a large
margin, closing a tax loophole
for multistate corporations. The
Legislature decided to send half
the money to fund clean energy
projects in schools, promising to
generate more than 11,000 jobs
each year.
Instead, only 1,700 jobs have
been created in three years,
raising concerns about whethTURN TO ENERGY, PAGE A7
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REFUGE FOR RECUPERATION: Brian Barnard, 54, who uses Catholic Charities Project Nightingale, is getting back on his feet with assistance from the center on
Sonoma Avenue in Santa Rosa. Barnard uses a wheelchair and walker because of the challenges he faces with mobility after suffering two strokes.
By ANGELA HART
T H E PR E SS DE M OC R AT

S

onoma County is doubling the number
of shelter beds available for homeless
people who are discharged from hospitals but remain too sick or frail to recover
from an illness on the streets.
Project Nightingale, based at Brookwood
Health Center in Santa Rosa, recently
received a $1.35 million boost to expand
the number of beds available for homeless
patients who don’t qualify for long-term
hospital care or around-the-clock nursing
assistance.
Under the program, which will grow from
13 to 26 beds, people are provided three
meals a day and bed rest in a safe environment while receiving medical care and other

supportive services, such as access to mental health treatment and housing assistance.
The Sonoma County Board of Supervisors this month signed off on a two-year
contract with Catholic Charities, which
oversees the program, to fund its expansion.
It marks the latest move by county officials
in a broader effort to invest in safety-net
services aimed at reducing homelessness.
“Most of us have never really thought
about what it’s like to be discharged from
a hospital and be homeless and incredibly
sick; then suddenly you’re out on the street
again,” said Supervisor Shirlee Zane, who
helped push to expand the scope of the
program. “If we don’t provide this access to
respite care and comprehensive case management for our most vulnerable citizens,
TURN TO HEAL, PAGE A7

PROJECT NIGHTINGALE
Headquarters: Brookwood
Health Center in Santa Rosa
Objective: Provide daily
meals and beds in a safe
environment; offer medical
care and case management
services
Affiliations: Catholic
Charities to oversee the
program with funding from
Sonoma County and private
local hospitals, including Kaiser
Permanente, St. Joseph Health
Sonoma County and Sutter
Santa Rosa Regional Medical
Center

Teen arrested in skateboarder hit-and-run
By JULIE JOHNSON
T H E P RE S S DE M OC R AT

An anonymous handwritten letter helped police link a
16-year-old driver to a hit-andrun collision that badly injured
a skateboarder earlier this
month, Santa Rosa police officials said.
Police on Monday arrested
the teen driver on suspicion of
felony hit-and-run, leaving him
in the custody of his family until
his first court appearance, Sgt.
Ryan Corcoran said.
The teen, a Maria Carrillo High School student whose
name was not released, had apparently told his mother that he

CROWHURST FAMILY

David Crowhurst, 20, was
critically injured after being hit
by a driver, who fled the scene.
hit a deer when he came home
Aug. 6 with damage to his sedan,
Corcoran said.
A note sent to Santa Rosa
Memorial Hospital, where the
skateboarder is recovering,

made its way to the victim’s
mother and then to police, leading officers to make an initial
visit to the teen’s home last
week.
Sometime before officers arrived at her home Aug. 10, the
teen’s mother — who had read
news reports of the crash — left
a voice mail message for police
indicating she was concerned
her son may have been the driver, the sergeant said.
The boy’s family allowed officers to tow the dark tan 2012
Honda Civic, which had damage
“consistent with hitting something that went over the hood,”
Corcoran said.
Detectives contacted animal

control and public works staff to
rule out the possibility that the
teen had hit a deer.
Police returned to the home
Monday with a search warrant
to collect other evidence in the
case and place the teen under
arrest.
The teen was driving south on
St. Francis Road in east Santa
Rosa at about 1 a.m. Aug. 6 when
the skateboarder rode into his
path at El Encanto Drive, according to police.
David Crowhurst, 20, of Gulf
Breeze, Fla., had been skateboarding down the broad descending driveway of the Bethlehem Lutheran Church on
TURN TO SKATEBOARDER, PAGE A7

