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overtakes Casa 
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season opener.   C1
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A LOT MORE TO OFFER: 
Healdsburg Buick-GMC 
dealership owner buys 
Sonoma Chevy, expands 
car catalogue / B8

INSIDE

Rules 
on coal 
may be 
relaxed

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration next week plans 
to formally propose a vast over-
haul of  climate change regula-
tions that would allow individu-
al states to decide how, or even 
whether, to curb carbon dioxide 
emissions from coal plants, ac-
cording to a summary of  the 
plan and details provided by 
three people who have seen the 
full proposal.

The plan would also relax 
pollution rules for power plants 
that need upgrades. That, com-
bined with allowing states to 
set their own 
rules, creates 
a serious risk 
that emissions, 
which had been 
falling, could 
start to rise 
again, accord-
ing to environ-
mentalists.

The propos-
al, which Pres-
ident Donald Trump is expected 
to highlight Tuesday at a rally 
in West Virginia, amounts to the 
administration’s strongest and 
broadest effort yet to address 

Plan would ease limits 
on power plants, leave 
emission curbs to states
By LISA FRIEDMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Donald  
Trump

Settlement in Villa Capri suit

A lawsuit alleging residents 
of  a Santa Rosa senior care 
home were abandoned shortly 
before the Tubbs fire burned 
the facility to the ground will be 
settled, attorneys said Friday, 

averting what would have been 
the first trial stemming from the 
October wildfires. 

The tentative agreement was 
announced at a Sonoma County 
Superior Court hearing by an 
attorney for 17 elderly residents 
and family members of  people 
who lived at Villa Capri, the 
destroyed Fountaingrove care 
home owned by Windsor-based 
Oakmont Senior Living. 

Attorneys were scheduled to 
begin pretrial motions Friday, 
with jury selection likely start-

ing next week, said Kathryn 
Stebner, whose San Francisco 
law firm is representing Villa Ca-
pri residents and their families.

Terms of  the settlement, in-
cluding financial payouts, are 
confidential, Stebner said. 

Oakmont Senior Living has 
tentatively agreed to implement 
“additional measures which 
will benefit the residents in all 
Northern California Oakmont 
communities,” Stebner said in a 
statement. She declined to elab-
orate on those measures, but 

said they are “of  great impor-
tance to my clients.”

Attorneys resolved the case 
Thursday night and were “still 
working out the details,” Steb-
ner said Friday during a hear-
ing before Superior Court Judge 
Patrick Broderick.

Oakmont Senior Living attor-
neys Sean Cowdrey and Alexan-
der Giovanniello also told Brod-
erick they have agreed to settle 
and are still finalizing the terms. 
Outside the courtroom, Giovan-
niello and Cowdrey declined to 

comment on the case.
“It is confidential,” Giovan-

niello said. A spokeswoman for 
Oakmont Senior Living didn’t 
respond to requests for com-
ment Friday.

Broderick ordered the attor-
neys to return to court Sept. 11 
with a draft settlement agree-
ment signed by all parties in-
volved in the case. 

Attorneys on both sides had 
planned to call 154 witnesses 

Trial averted over how 
senior home handled 
October fire evacuation 
By J.D. MORRIS  
AND RANDI ROSSMANN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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GOING FOR A RIDE: Windsor resident Ben Alexander rides SMART on Friday on his way to school. Alexander is a student at Technology High School in Rohnert Park 
and routinely uses the train to attend school. The train has carried a reported 700,000 passengers and nearly 63,000 bicycles since last August of last year. 

Full speed ahead

Train system hopes to fulfill promises of Larkspur-to-Cloverdale service

Joyce Dawson, 79, waved 
goodbye to her daughter 
standing on the Sonoma- 
Marin Area Rail Transit 

platform in San Rafael before 
settling into her forward- 
facing seat for the hourlong 
journey to visit family in Santa 
Rosa aboard the 11:29 a.m. 
train on a recent Friday.

The trip is one Dawson, who 
lives in the town of  Ross in 
Marin County, has taken week-
ly for several months, on the 
train service that began a year 
ago. She’s become a consistent 
rider after getting fed up with 
routine gridlock on Highway 
101. The end of  her ability to 
drive sealed her reliance on 
the new transit system to make 
the voyage, and she’s happy 
to enjoy the day’s Wall Street 
Journal over a handful of  Fri-
tos corn chips while avoiding 
the stress of  travel.

“It’s so easy, I barely even 
have to pay attention to the 
stops,” said Dawson, who’s 
lived in Marin County her 

entire life. “I think they do a 
good job. Anything to get cars 
off the road.”

Others along for the ride 
were SMART first-timers 
who were just as keen on the 
experience as the train left the 

station. The chance to buy and 
drink wine en route to a lunch 
in downtown Santa Rosa to 
celebrate a co-worker’s new job 
didn’t hurt.

“This is so nice. I’m just 
going to sit back and relax,” 

said Angela Neal, 43, of  San 
Leandro, after clinking plastic 
cups of  Kendall-Jackson sau-
vignon blanc across the aisle 
with friends. “I’m going to have 

By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SMART » 1 YEAR OF TRANSPORTATION

TRAVELING BY TRAIN: SMART commuters roll through the wetlands near the Novato narrows on Friday. The train offers 
stops along the 43-mile jaunt between San Rafael and the Sonoma County Airport.
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