
STRICT LIMITS ON 
VACATION RENTALS
Healdsburg council cites 
housing crunch, upholds ban 
on short-term stays Empire
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WOMEN’S LIBIDO PILL: FDA 
approves first prescription 
drug to increase sexual 
desire in women, with strict 
safety restrictions / A3

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

A Geyserville firefighter shields 
his face against a backfire 
on July 30 while fighting the 
Rocky fire near Lower Lake.

Military 
to help in 
Western 

fire battles

The wildfires torching the 
West have gotten so bad that the 
nation’s military has stepped in.

For the first time since 2006, 
officials announced Tuesday 
that the Department of  Defense 
would provide soldiers to help 
overextended fire crews battle 
wildfires that have collective-
ly scorched 1.1 million acres in 
several states across the West.

Two hundred active mili-
tary personnel from Joint Base  
Lewis-McChord in Washington 
have been selected to split up 
into 20-person fire crews, ac-
cording to the National Inter-
agency Fire Center.

The troops, selected from the 
Army’s 17th Field Artillery Bri-
gade, 7th Infantry Division, will 
have one day of  classroom train-
ing and one to two days of  field 
training before deploying to a 
fire on Sunday, officials said.

“We are committed to con-
tinuing to do everything we can 
to provide the firefighters, air-
craft, engines and other wildfire 
suppression assets that Incident 
Commanders need to protect 
lives, property, and valuable 
natural and cultural resources 
to suppress the most challeng-
ing wildfires we’ve experienced 
in several years,” said Aitor 
Bidaburu, chair of  the Nation-
al Multiagency Coordinating 
Group, in a statement.

California, among other 
states, has regularly used crews 
made up of  National Guard 
units to bolster firefighting 
efforts. Cal Fire officials said 
250  such crews are rotating on 
blazes in the state this summer.

National Guard crews were 
on the front lines of  the Rocky 
and Jerusalem fires that burned 
about 150 square miles primar-
ily in Lake County in recent 
weeks.

Aircraft operated by the Na-
tional Guard, including heli-
copters and C-130 air tankers, 

In the backcountry, a culture clash over guns

SARATOGA SPRINGS, Utah — As 
a lover of  ancient rock art, Steve Acer-
son usually roams Utah’s backcountry 
searching for images of  hunters and 
rams carved on boulders and canyon 
walls. But one morning, on a hillside 
speckled with those prehistoric petro-
glyphs, he was also finding signs of  a 
younger civilization: Shotgun shells. 
Bullets. Shredded juniper trees. Explod-

ed cans of  spray paint.
“It’s all been shot,” he said. “It’s just 

destroying everything.”
America’s cultural divide over guns 

has gone into the woods. As growing 
numbers of  hikers and backpackers 
flood national forests and backcountry 
trails searching for solitude, they are 
increasingly clashing with recreation-
al target shooters, out for the weekend 
to plug rounds into trees, targets and 
mountainsides.

Hiking groups and conservationists 
say policies that broadly allow shooting 
and a scarcity of  enforcement officers 
have turned many national forests and 
millions of  Western acres run by the Bu-
reau of  Land Management into free-fire 

KIM RAFF / New York Times 

Tyler Whipple, a volunteer, picks up trash Aug. 1 at a 
target shooting area near Saratoga Springs, Utah.

LIVING WITH DROUGHT: 
200 soldiers training to 

support overextended crews

Wildland hikers, backpackers 
increasingly at odds with 

recreational target shooters
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CALLING FOR CHANGES: Randy MacDonald, an assistant chief with the Comptche Volunteer Fire Department in  
Mendocino County, points out a fiber-optic line connected to a tree with an undercut root system near his rural home. 
Last year, the area lost phone service for two days when a truck took out a low-hanging fiber line crossing the road.

Phone service 
under scrutiny

In the quest for faster telecommunications, 
the most basic, crucial phone service that 
people rely on in emergencies — 911 — is 

facing a potentially dangerous erosion in 
reliability, especially in rural areas across the 
North Coast where telephone services already 
are tenuous.

Faults in the newer fiber and wireless 
networks are being revealed as those networks 
become more prevalent and telephone com-

panies phase out the copper wires that have 
carried telephone conversations in the United 
States for more than 130 years.

Recent power and phone outages caused by 
storms and vehicle crashes in Mendocino and 
Sonoma counties have cut off telephone com-
munications for days at a time, in some cases 
preventing people with medical emergencies 
from calling 911. The problem is raising con-
cerns among emergency responders, regula-
tors and legislators on the North Coast.

“This is a national issue,” said Randy 

RURAL RESIDENTS

Network failures in remote areas raise concerns among  
North Coast emergency responders, regulators and legislators

By GLENDA ANDERSON
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SR mulls 
adjusting 
fees for 
builders

Santa Rosa rents may be on 
the rise, but they’re still not 
high enough to trigger signifi-
cant new housing construction 
anytime soon. 

That’s what an economist told 
the Santa Rosa City Council on 
Tuesday as it began studying 
whether to adjust the fees it 
charges developers to help build 
city infrastructure. 

For council members who 
had been hoping that developers 
might save the day by boosting 
the supply of  apartments and 
putting downward pressure on 
rents, the opinion landed with 
a thud. 

“That’s pretty depressing,” 
Vice Mayor Chris Coursey said. 

Walter Keiser of  Oakland-
based Economic Planning 
Systems said as quickly as rents 
and home values are increasing 
in the city, they remain far 
higher in other parts of  the 
Bay Area. Since building costs 
are largely uniform across the 
area, he said, current rent levels 
simply aren’t high enough to 
entice many developers to build 
here.

The average apartment rent 
in the city is $1.84 per square 
foot, according to Keiser. By 
comparison, San Rafael’s is 
$3.01, Sunnyvale’s is $3.49 and 
San Mateo’s is $3.91. 

“You have a price-cost prob-
lem that’s going to restrict the 
growth,” Keiser said. “No one 
can afford to build much unless 
rents are in the $2.50 range.” 

Keiser’s analysis was the first 
part of  a two-part session study-
ing how the city should go about 
adjusting its so-called “impact 
fees” on development. Such fees 
help the city pay for a variety of  
infrastructure needs like water 
and sewer lines, roads, parks, 
schools and affordable housing. 

The fees can vary significant-
ly depending on what part of  the 
city a development is located in, 
ranging from $31,000 to $61,000 
per single-family home. The 
southeast and southwest parts 
of  the city have special fees of  
more than $13,000 per unit to ad-
dress the higher infrastructure 
needs in those areas.

Fees for apartments are low-
er, but not much, ranging from 
$27,000 to $42,000 per unit. The 
city also charges an array of  
fees on office and retail projects 
on a square-foot basis. 

The fees have long been as-
sailed by the building commu-
nity as excessive, unfair and re-
sponsible for inhibiting growth 
in the city. 

Economist has bleak news 
as council seeks solutions  

to high rents, low inventory
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