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Barcelona attack could have been more deadly

BARCELONA, Spain — A cell 
of  at least nine extremists me-
ticulously plotted to combine ve-
hicles and explosives in a direct 
hit on tourists, and managed to 
carry off most of  their deadly 
plan, killing 14 people, authori-
ties said Friday. Police in Spain 
and France pressed a manhunt 
for any remaining members of  
the group, which Islamic State 
claimed as its own.

Only flawed bomb construc-
tion avoided a more devastating 
attack, authorities said after 
taking a closer look at a blast 
Wednesday evening in the town 

of  Alcanar that was first written 
off as a household gas explosion. 
At least one person was killed 
and several injured in the home 

where police said the deadly plan 
took shape.

Eighteen hours later, a rent-
ed van veered into Barcelona’s 

crowded Las 
Ramblas prom-
enade, swerving 
along the walk-
way Thursday 
and killing 13 
people. A sur-
veillance video 

from inside a museum, which 
captured images of  the van, 
showed it speeding down the 
promenade, barely missing a per-
son with a stroller while others 
scattered.

Armed with an ax, knives and 
false explosives belts, attackers 
then drove a second vehicle to the 
boardwalk in the resort town of  
Cambrils early Friday, fatally in-
juring one person. Five of  those 
attackers were shot to death, 
among them 17-year-old Moussa 
Oukabir, according to a Spanish 
police union official, confirming 
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People gather Friday at a memorial tribute on Barcelona’s historic Las 
Ramblas promenade. On Thursday, at least 14 people were killed when an 
attacker rammed his van into pedestrians in the Spanish city.

By LORI HINNANT, JOSEPH 
WILSON AND CIARAN GILES
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PLANTS PULLED: California Fish and Wildlife agents pulled nearly 200 pot plants out of a Mendocino County couple’s garden, despite signs posted from the county agriculture 
commissioner stating they’re in good standing to get a local cannabis cultivation permit. On Thursday, the greenhouse and surrounding plots are bare just weeks before harvest.

Cannabis farms raided 
on path to legalization

Clash between state agents’ mandate and local permit process 

California’s push to legalize and 
regulate the cannabis industry, a 
phased rollout with local and state 

government rules in development, has 
hit a snag in marijuana’s famed Emerald 
Triangle region, where a series of  state 
law enforcement operations has targeted 
growers with county permits and others 
who have applied for them.

The California Growers Association, 
an industry group, said it is tracking at 
least 15 cases of  cannabis farmers whose 
plants have been eradicated by state Fish 
and Wildlife wardens in Mendocino, 
Humboldt and Trinity counties. 

The issue has caught the attention of  
California lawmakers who are calling for 
wildlife officials to work with municipal-
ities and avoid undermining local efforts 
to get cannabis farmers to participate in 
the newly legitimized industry and follow 
the relevant laws. 

“We have an industry here that has for 
four decades operated underground, and 
that’s not totally the fault of  the cultiva-

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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“We need to focus on those landowners who are 
law-abiding and trying to do the right thing.”
 SEN. MIKE MCGUIRE, D-Healdsburg, calling for a unified policy following the passage of Prop. 64

WITHERED AWAY: The remains of a marijuana plant Thursday at the Mendocino County garden. 

Dairies 
face new 
permit 
program

North Coast water quality 
regulators are ramping up de-
velopment of  a new permitting 
program for the region’s dairies 
in an effort designed to enhance 
and streamline efforts to safe-
guard surface and groundwater 
supplies from contamination 
with bovine waste.

Cows produce the stuff in 
abundance, a factor that gov-
erns major aspects of  dozens 
of  dairy operations scattered 
across rural Sonoma County 
and elsewhere on the North 
Coast. 

Roughly 150 farms dot the 
landscape stretching from 
Marin to Humboldt counties, 
and dairy production remains 

North Coast water 
quality board seeks  
to prevent pollution

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Stephen Bannon

Bannon  
departs 
White 
House

BEDMINSTER, New Jersey 
— Stephen Bannon, the embat-
tled chief  strategist who helped 
President Donald Trump win 
the 2016 election by embracing 
their shared nationalist impuls-
es, departed the White House 
on Friday after a turbulent ten-
ure shaping the fiery populism 
of  the president’s first seven 
months in office.

Bannon’s exit, the latest in a 
string of  high-profile West Wing 
shake-ups, came as Trump is 
under fire for saying that “both 
sides” were to blame for last 
week’s deadly violence in Char-
lottesville, Virginia. Critics ac-
cused the president of  channel-
ing Bannon when he equated 
white supremacists and neo-Na-
zis with the left-wing protesters 
who opposed them.

“White House Chief  of  Staff 
John Kelly and Steve Bannon 
have mutually agreed today 
would be Steve’s last day,” Sar-
ah Huckabee Sanders, the White 
House press secretary, said in a 

Chief strategist’s exit 
is the latest in series of 
shake-ups in West Wing

By MAGGIE HABERMAN  
AND MICHAEL D. SHEAR
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO BANNON » PAGE A6


