
McGahn 
talks to  
Mueller 
team 

WASHINGTON — The White 
House counsel, Don McGahn, 
has cooperated extensively in 
the special counsel investigation, 
sharing detailed accounts about 
the episodes 
at the heart 
of  the inquiry 
into whether 
President Don-
ald Trump ob-
structed justice, 
including some 
that investiga-
tors would not 
have learned of   
otherwise, ac-
cording to a dozen current and 
former White House officials and 
others briefed on the matter.

In at least three voluntary in-
terviews with investigators that 

Tax bonanza for Californians 
who inherit high-value homes

LOS ANGELES — Actors Jeff and 
Beau Bridges, along with their sister, 
own a four-bedroom Malibu home with 
access to a semi-private beach and pan-
oramic views of  the Pacific Ocean.

They inherited it from their mother, 
who had owned the house since the late 
1950s when their father, Lloyd Bridges, 

first made it big in Hollywood.
Earlier this year, they advertised the 

“stunning Malibu dream” for rent at 
$15,995 a month — a hefty price tag for 
a house that has an annual property tax 
bill of  less than half  that.

Like other descendants of  a generation 
of  California homeowners, the Bridg-
es enjoy a significant perk that keeps 

BRIAN VAN DER BRUG / LOS ANGELES TIMES 

As many as 63 percent of homes receiving the  
inheritance tax break in Los Angeles County are used 
as second residences or rental properties.

Push 
to shield 
utilities 
on hold

California lawmakers have 
set aside a heated battle in Sac-
ramento over just how much 
PG&E and other power com-
panies should pay in financial 
damages when their equipment 
sparks wildfires.

With two weeks left in the 
current legislative session, state 
Sen. Bill Dodd, D-Napa, con-
firmed Saturday that a pack-
age of  proposed laws being ad-
vanced by a joint committee will 
not include changes that would 
shield California’s electric util-
ities from strict liability for fu-
ture wildfires. They will instead 
focus on fire prevention mea-
sures such as forest manage-
ment and improving electrical 
infrastructure. 

The high-stakes issue is worth 
billions to the San Francis-
co-based utility company, which 
has engaged in a 10-month 
lobbying campaign to change 
an obscure law called inverse 
condemnation, which requires 
utilities to pay for wildfire dam-
age to private property caused 
by their equipment even when 
they’re not found negligent. 

Dodd, who co-chairs a bi-
partisan committee convened 
this year to examine laws re-
lated to fire preparedness 
and response, said after heat-
ed hearings on the issue this 
month there was neither the 
political will nor the time to 

With deadline looming, 
lawmakers will revisit 
bill affecting PG&E
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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White House counsel 
worried about setup, 
cooperates in probe
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Like hundreds of  others who live 
in Santa Rosa with no place to call 
home, Robin Hall can never relax.

Since local officials last April closed 
a long-term encampment in Roseland, 
where Hall took harbor for nearly six 
months, she has hauled her belongings 
from place to place.

Sometimes it is the result of  an or-
ganized sweep that displaces an entire 
camp. Other times she is spurred onward 
by a police officer, citing a violation of  a 
city code. Again and again, she packs up 
and moves on, returning to a grinding, 
nomadic life familiar to those on the 
streets.

Hall, 43, went where others went when 
forced to move along. They looked for 
places where they might be left alone: 
vacant lots, rural byways, the Joe Rodota 
Regional Trail.

“It is good to be around your peers,” 
she said. “When you’re alone, you don’t 
know what could happen to you — and it 
does happen.”

She landed a few weeks back at North-

point Corporate Center in southwest 
Santa Rosa, where more than 100 inhab-
itants have been camping out, mostly in 
ramshackle RVs, trailers and cars and, 
lately, a few tent-dwellers like Hall.

She will soon be made to leave there, 
too.

The 250-acre business park is the 
latest point of  friction in a campaign to 
eliminate large homeless encampments 

around the city, as well as the significant 
health, safety and nuisance impacts they 
create. They include improper disposal 
of  human waste, drug use and discarded 
needles, mounds of  unsightly trash, open 
barbecues and people bathing in decora-
tive ponds.

The city’s attempt to prevent illegal 

Homeless forced 
to keep moving

Population’s visibility belies progress made in getting people off street
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NO PLACE TO CALL HOME: Workers erect a fence around private property on Apollo Way in Santa Rosa on Thursday in an effort to eliminate the garbage and 
human waste from a homeless encampment along the streets near Corporate Center Parkway.

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

ENCAMPMENT 
ERECTED: 
Santa Rosa police 
officers Todd 
Robert, right, and 
Jeff Travers walk 
through a home-
less encampment  
Thursday morning 
to warn campers 
the land they 
occupy will be 
fenced off by the 
land owner. The 
encampment is 
located along 
Apollo Way.
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