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HACKERS SAY CHEATERS 
EXPOSED: Data purported 
to be personal details of  
millions of  Ashley Madison 
clients posted online / A3

NEWMAN WANTS 
TO WIN IT ALL
After tying with Rancho Cotate last season 
for top NBL spot, Cardinals motivated Sports

NORDSTROM ON THE WAY
Company confirms plans for SR Rack E1

KEYSIGHT REVENUE FALLS
Drop in China, Taiwan orders cited E1

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat 

AUG. 14: An injured victim is taken to a helicopter after an accident on Highway 101 near Geyserville in which 
Dominick Conn, 21, of Windsor and Destiny Singleton, 21, of Susanville were killed.

Deadly crashes 
on the rise

On North Coast, more people died on roads so far 
this year compared with last in every county but Mendocino

A spike in fatal traffic 
collisions across much of  
the North Coast during 

the first six months of  the year 
mirrors a nationwide trend, 
which some officials blame on a 
combination of  drunken driving 
and a culture of  distraction.

In Sonoma County, 25 people 
have died in 23 collisions inves-
tigated by the CHP so far this 
year, surpassing the number of  

fatalities during all of  last year, 
when 22 crashes killed 24 people 
on state-patrolled roadways. 

Nationwide, traffic deaths rose 
14 percent during the first six 
months of  2015, compared to the 
same period last year, according 
to the nonprofit National Safety 
Council. Serious injuries were 
30 percent higher.

Nearly 19,000 people died in 
traffic crashes — or 104 each 
day — across the United States 
during the first half  of  the year, 
a pace that would make 2015 the 
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APRIL 12: A car lies upside-down on the pavement after a crash that killed driver James Godsey, 62, of Rohnert Park. 
The crash occurred on Bennett Valley Road, west of Grange Road,  southeast of Santa Rosa.
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MARCH 9: A fire crew douses flames in the wreckage after a head-on crash on River Road west of Santa Rosa that 
killed Joseph Giancola Jr., 27, of Santa Rosa and Jerry Ray Thompson, 58, of Windsor. 

MICHAEL CONROY / Associated Press

Jared Fogle leaves court 
Wednesday in Indianapolis.

Rocky 
fire linked 
to water 
heater

An everyday household appli-
ance sparked flames last month 
in Lake County that grew into 
California’s largest wildfire 
this year, state authorities said 
Wednesday, detailing for the 
first time the suspected cause of  
the Rocky fire, which blackened 
nearly 70,000 acres, destroyed 
43 homes and put thousands of  
residents under evacuation or-
ders and alerts.  

The initial 
flames in the 
massive blaze, 
which erupted 
July 29 south-
east of  Clear-
lake, were 
traced back 
to a faulty gas-powered water 
heater inside an outbuilding in 
southern Lake County, Cal Fire 
officials said.

 They spread from the struc-
ture off Morgan Valley Road to 
the surrounding wildland and 
merged later with a second fire 
that erupted a few miles away 
and remains under investiga-
tion, officials said. The com-
bined blaze then raced across 
rural properties and public 
forestland, encroaching on 
1,200 residents of  Lower Lake 
and hopping a major highway 
through the area before fire-
fighters brought it under con-
trol last week. 

It remains unclear how the 
water heater actually ignited 
the fire, Cal Fire officials said.

“We need to figure out why 
that water heater failed,” said 
Cal Fire spokesman Mike 
Mohler.

Mohler said he did not know 
whether a residence was asso-
ciated with the water heater 
or who owned the property on 
which it was located.

He declined to elaborate on 
how fire investigators pinpoint-
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Authorities trace start 
of 70,000-acre Lake County 

blaze to faulty appliance

Subway’s 
Fogle 
facing 
prison

For more than a decade, Jar-
ed Fogle was the everyman who 
touted Subway sandwiches and 
represented a relatable role 
model for Americans struggling 
to lose weight. Now, he’s facing 
up to 12½ years in prison for 
his involvement in a yearslong 

scheme to sex-
ually exploit 
children, he’ll 
have to pay $1.4 
million in resti-
tution to 14 vic-
tims, and his 
wife is divorc-
ing him.

Between 2010 
and 2013, Fogle, while traveling 
in New York City, paid to have 
sex with two teenage girls, ac-
cording to a criminal complaint. 
The incidents occurred at the 
Plaza and Ritz Carlton Hotels, 
where Fogle was staying, often 
for business travel.

“Let’s call this what it is,” 
Josh Minkler, U.S. attorney for 
the Southern District of  Indi-
ana, said in a news conference 
Wednesday afternoon. “This is 
about using wealth, status and 
secrecy to illegally exploit chil-
dren.”

Fogle admitted Wednesday 
that he knew that Russell Tay-
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Sandwich chain icon to plead 
guilty to possessing child 

porn, having sex with minors

By CHRISTINE MAI-DUC 
and SAMANTHA MASUNAGA

LOS ANGELES TIMES

FATAL CRASHES 
ON NORTH COAST
North Coast traffic fatalities 
have jumped 9% overall in 
first half of 2015, mirroring 
an increase nationwide.
County 2014 2015
Sonoma 22 24
Mendocino 12 4
Lake 4 12
Napa 8 10
Data is for January-June

Source: CHP

WHAT NEXT 
FOR SUBWAY?
Company now 
must find way 
to get out from 
under shadow of 
disgraced former  
spokesman / E1

FIREFIGHTERS 
KILLED 
3 crew members 
die, 4 injured 
fighting wildfire 
in Washington 
state / A4

Scientists find 
how obesity 
gene works

Scientists have finally figured 
out how the key gene tied to 
obesity makes people fat, a ma-
jor discovery that could open 
the door to an entirely new ap-
proach to the problem beyond 
diet and exercise.

The work solves a big mys-
tery: Since 2007, researchers 
have known that a gene called 
FTO was related to obesity, but 
they didn’t know how, and could 
not tie it to appetite or other 
known factors.

Now experiments reveal that a 
faulty version of  the gene causes 
energy from food to be stored as 
fat rather than burned. Genetic 
tinkering in mice and on human 
cells in the lab suggests this can 
be reversed, giving hope that a 
drug or other treatment might 
be developed to do so in people.

By MARILYNN MARCHIONE
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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3:00 pm–10:00 pm 
8 WINNERS!

FRIDAYS
Noon–5:00 pm 
6 WINNERS!

SATURDAYS Winners Receive 
$35 Match Play!

Must be actively gaming 
at a table game.


