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LIVE SHOWING » Explorer to 
stream search for shipwreck 
online tonight.   A3

FAMOUS DIGS » ‘Peanuts’ 
creator’s studio now 
available as Airbnb rental.  D1

TITLE DEFENDED » US women 
crush Italy in water polo for 
second straight gold.   C1

Residents survey their losses

Vintners 
win war  
against 
moth

After a costly seven-year bat-
tle that imposed quarantines 
and forced vintners to take elab-
orate steps to protect Califor-
nia’s multi-billion-dollar wine 
industry, officials have declared 
victory on the European grape-
vine moth.

 The moth has been eradicat-
ed from California and its quar-
antine restrictions have been 
lifted, federal and state agricul-
tural officials said this week. 

The announcement comes 
after years of  treatment and 
programs assisted by $65 mil-
lion in funding from the federal 
government. Despite the effort, 
the insect cost California’s wine 
industry millions of  dollars to 
protect the state’s third most 
valuable crop.

“This is a very significant 
accomplishment,” said Tony 
Linegar, the agricultural com-
missioner for Sonoma County, 
where as many as 8,200 traps 
were placed during the out-
break to monitor the moth’s 
path. “Any time you propose to 
eradicate an insect from a con-
tinent, that is a very lofty goal.”

At its height, the moth caused 
notable damage to grape crops 
across a large swath of  the 
North Coast. The quarantined 
areas extended from Fresno 
County to Nevada County. For 
example, the insect wiped out a 
vineyard’s chardonnay crop in 
Oakville in 2009, the first year it 
was detected in the region. Napa 
and Sonoma counties have had 
446 square miles under quaran-
tine regulation since June 2010, 
according to Rep. Mike Thomp-
son, D-St. Helena, who helped 
secure the federal funds.

Growers in quarantine areas 
were forced to take additional 
precautions as well, Linegar 
said, such as placing tarps over 
bins of  freshly picked fruit to be 
trucked to the crush pad, and 

Lower Lake residents who were 
forced to flee their homes less than 
a week ago, as a suspected arson 
fire engulfed whole neighborhoods 
in southern Lake County, were 
allowed back onto their property 
Friday afternoon.

Fire officials also re-opened 
roads in downtown Lower Lake, 
granting many people access to 
find out what was left of  their 
properties for the first time since 
the fire started at 5 p.m. Aug. 13.

The Lower Lake evacuation or-
der was the last in effect for resi-
dents affected by the blaze.

Firefighters are also making 
progress controlling the fire. 

Containment reached 75 percent 
Friday evening and officials said 
the fire is expected to be fully con-
tained by Sunday.

State and local officials are pre-
paring for the challenging task of  
repairing and rebuilding homes 
and infrastructure damaged or de-
stroyed by the fire. 

North Coast state Sen. Mike Mc-
Guire urged people with lost or 
damaged property to report to the 
local help center in Lower Lake.

CLAYTON FIRE » Containment of Lake County blaze at 
75 percent, as last evacuation orders lifted Friday
By ANGELA HART 
AND ROBERT DIGITALE
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Quarantine lifted in state 
after pest eradicated
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Daniel Camacho, 8, right, and his cousin, Filiberto Camacho, in-
vestigate an area Friday that was destroyed by the Clayton Fire.
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Michael Schultz passes the day on San Quentin’s death row by reading in his cell.  According to newspaper reports, Schultz raped and strangled 
Cynthia Burger, 44, in 1993 in her Port Hueneme home. Schultz was convicted in 2003 for her murder.

North Coast inmates 
do time on death row

As prisoner numbers spiral, 2 measures address death penalty

One of  the most notori-
ous criminals in North 
Coast history sits at the 

back of  a darkened prison cell, 
his broad silhouette illuminat-
ed by the light of  a TV screen.

Richard Allen Davis is on 
San Quentin’s death row, his 
home for the last 20 years. He’s 
in cell No. 54 in the infamous 
East Block, a crumbling gran-
ite edifice on San Francisco 
Bay where a majority of  the 
state’s 747 condemned prison-
ers live.

Davis, who kidnapped, raped 
and murdered 12-year-old Pet-
aluma girl Polly Klaas in 1993, 
doesn’t leave his closet-sized 
space except to shower or see 
a doctor.

During a rare media tour 
of  death row this week, Davis, 
now 62, whose horrendous re-
cord of  crimes fueled support 
for the state’s three strikes 
law, hung towels in his cell for 
privacy, turned his back on 
requests for interviews and 
kept his eyes on the small, flat 
screen tuned to a local station.

“He’s pretty solitary,” said 
Lt. Sam Robinson, a longtime 
death row correctional officer 
who is now San Quentin’s 
spokesman.

The visit by news outlets 
comes at a critical time.

California’s death row 
population has skyrocketed 
since executions were halted 
in 2006 when a court ruled the 
lethal injection process could 

cause undue suffering. It is 
now the largest in the nation, 
eclipsing those in the death 
penalty strongholds of  Florida 
and Texas.

As officials retool proce-
dures to comply with legal 
requirements, two competing 
November ballot measures 
are poised to further alter 
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SAN QUENTIN

A look at some killers from Sonoma 
County currently on death row.

Ramon Salcido
Age: 55
Year arrived: 
1990
Crime: Murdered 
7 people includ-
ing his wife and 
two daughters

Robert Scully
Age: 58
Year arrived: 
1997
Crime: Murdered 
Sonoma County 
Sheriff’s Deputy 
Frank Trejo

SENTENCED TO DIE

Donald Ray DeBose Jr. was sentenced to death for the December 1997 
murder of Dannie Kim. Kim was shot five times and stuffed into the 
trunk of her car that DeBose set on fire. Kim died five days later.

Richard Allen Davis
Age: 62
Year arrived: 
1996
Crime: Murdered 
12-year-old Polly 
Klaas after 
kidnapping her


