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Prosecutors eye Cohen loans
Indictment of Trump’s
ex-lawyer on fraud charges
could happen within weeks
NEW YORK TIMES
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Michael
Cohen
President Trump’s
former personal
attorney

NEW YORK — Federal authorities investigating whether President
Donald Trump’s former personal
lawyer and fixer, Michael Cohen,
committed bank and tax fraud have

zeroed in on well over $20 million
in loans obtained by taxi businesses
that he and his family own, according to people familiar with the matter.
Investigators are also examining
whether Cohen violated campaign
finance or other laws by helping to
arrange financial deals to secure the
silence of women who said they had
affairs with Trump.
The inquiry has entered the final
stage and prosecutors are considering filing charges by the end of Au-

gust, two of the people said.
Any criminal charges against Cohen would deal a significant blow to
the president. Cohen, 52, worked for
the president’s company, the Trump
Organization, for more than a decade. He was one of Trump’s most
loyal and visible aides and called
himself the president’s personal lawyer after Trump took office.
The bank loans under scrutiny,
the total of which has not been previously reported, came from two financial institutions in the New York

region that have catered to the taxi
industry, Sterling National Bank and
the Melrose Credit Union, according
to business records and people with
knowledge of the matter, including
a banker who reviewed the transactions.
Federal investigators in New
York are seeking to determine
whether
Cohen
misrepresented the value of his assets to obtain the loans, which exceed
TURN TO COHEN » PAGE A2

SANTA ROSA » Bus connecting downtown parking garages with
Railroad Square train station is underused, costing city $47 per ride

SMART shuttle struggles

Asia Argento

Tables
turn on
#MeToo
accuser

Asia Argento paid actor
who said she assaulted
him when he was 17
By KIM SEVERSON
NEW YORK TIMES

Italian actress and director
Asia Argento was among the
first women in the movie business to publicly accuse producer Harvey Weinstein of sexual
assault.
She became a leading figure
in the #MeToo movement. Her
boyfriend, culinary television
star Anthony
Bourdain, eagerly joined the
fight.
But in the
months that followed her revelations about
Weinstein last
October,
ArJimmy
gento
quietly
Bennett
arranged
to
pay $380,000 to her own accuser:
Jimmy Bennett, a young actor
and rock musician who said she
had sexually assaulted him in
a California hotel room years
earlier, when he was only two
months past his 17th birthday.
She was 37. The age of consent
in California is 18.
That claim and the subsequent arrangement for payments are laid out in documents
between lawyers for Argento
and Bennett, a former child actor who once played her son in
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The Santa Rosa ParkSMART shuttle waits for passengers at the downtown Santa Rosa SMART station on Aug. 14. The shuttle route averaged just
14 riders a day from March to June, or less than one rider for each of the 25 trips the bus made daily between 4:20 a.m. and 9:30 p.m.
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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obby Aguirre stepped off
a northbound SMART
train in downtown Santa
Rosa last week on the last leg of
a long public transit journey.
Aguirre, 59, started his
morning in Manteca, just south
of Stockton, where he had
been visiting family for the
weekend. To get home to Santa
Rosa, he rode an ACE train,
a BART train, a bus over the
Richmond Bridge, and then the
SMART train from San Rafael,
which arrived on time in Rail-

road Square.
So the weary traveler, who
doesn’t drive, was grateful to
have a free shuttle waiting to
take him to the downtown transit mall to catch his final bus
home in the Santa Rosa Junior
College neighborhood.
“It’s convenient,” Aguirre
said of the shuttle. “Otherwise
it’d be kind of a long walk.”
Though the three-minute ride
didn’t cost Aguirre anything, it
cost the public plenty.
Taxpayers — or more precisely, anybody who parks downTURN TO SMART » PAGE A2

Cristina Lozano and her son Samuel, 8, ride the shuttle from the
SMART station at Railroad Square to Old Courthouse Square.
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