RETURN OF A CLASSIC »

SUCCULENT FRUIT » Grill up

UNREST IN RAIDER NATION »

Coddingtown mall brings
back popular aquarium. A3

Defensive lineman’s holdout
is Gruden’s first crisis. C1

a few sweet treats while
summer’s still here. D1

WINNER OF THE 2018 PULITZER PRIZE

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22, 2018 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

Convicted molester sentenced
HANNA BOYS CENTER »
Ex-counselor to serve 21
years for abusing boys
By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Kevin Scott Thorpe, whose
predatory conduct as a youth
counselor at Hanna Boys Center nearly cost the 73-year-old
institution its license last winter, was sentenced to 21 years
in prison Tuesday for molesting
four victims.
Thorpe,
first
jailed
in

June 2017, sat expressionless
in the jury box as Judge Dana
Simonds pronounced a prison
term agreed to by attorneys
when the 40-year-old father
of two pleaded no contest to
11 criminal counts last June.
But there were tears in the
courtroom as the mother of one
young victim — a family friend
of Thorpe, unrelated to the
Hanna center — spoke at length
about the betrayal of trust, the
trauma inflicted upon her son
and his entire family, and “the
shame I felt at having let this
monster into our home and into

ter graduate, known
the heart of our prein court as John Doe 1.
cious son.”
“Because of this, I can’t
Another victim, in a
find joy in life anymore
letter read by a Sonoma
without these thoughts
County victim advocate,
ruining it. Sometimes
talked of his continuI contemplate suicide.
al battle with darkness
You didn’t just sexually
and his conflicting emoabuse me. You groomed
tions over having been
me to believe it was my
the first person to come
Kevin Scott
fault.”
forward and reveal
Thorpe
A 14-year employee of
Thorpe’s
predilection
the Sonoma Valley residential
for adolescent boys.
“You follow me like a shadow treatment center before he was
I can’t escape, and I always feel fired last year, Thorpe worked
your presence,” wrote the now as a counselor and, later, as
25-year-old Hanna Boys Cen- clinical director, having contact

2016 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN

Blow dealt to Trump’s
former inner circle

with scores of vulnerable boys
throughout his tenure.
The state licensing agency,
which considered yanking the
facility’s license last winter due
in part to lax rules and supervision that permitted Thorpe
to abuse victims in his office
and take them off campus to
his home, has indicated at least
seven Hanna residents were molested by Thorpe.
Hanna made a variety of
physical and operational changes to prevent abuse in the future,
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SR bans
use of
weed
killer
Synthetic herbicide
contains chemical
known to cause cancer
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Michael Cohen, former lawyer to President Donald Trump, pleaded guilty Tuesday to charges including campaign finance fraud stemming from
hush money payments to porn actress Stormy Daniels and ex-Playboy model Karen McDougal.

Manafort found
guilty of 8 charges
of financial fraud

Ex-attorney says then-candidate
directed him to make payoffs
By WILLIAM K. RASHBAUM
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES

NEW YORK — Michael Cohen, President Donald Trump’s
former fixer, made the extraordinary admission in court on
Tuesday that Trump had directed him to
ANALYSIS
arrange
payCohen, Manafort ments to two
strengthen
women during
special counsel’s the 2016 camposition against
paign to keep
Trump / B1
them
from
speaking publicly about affairs they said they
had with Trump.
Cohen acknowledged the illegal payments while pleading
guilty to breaking campaign finance laws and other charges,
a litany of crimes that revealed
both his shadowy involvement
in Trump’s circle and his own
corrupt business dealings.

He told a judge in U.S. District
Court in Manhattan that the
payments to the women were
made “in coordination with and
at the direction of a candidate
for federal office.”
“I participated in this conduct, which on my part took
place in Manhattan, for the
principal purpose of influencing the election” for president in
2016, Cohen said.
Cohen also pleaded guilty
to multiple counts of tax evasion and bank fraud, bringing
to a close a monthslong investigation by Manhattan federal
prosecutors who examined his
personal business dealings and
his role in helping to arrange
financial deals with women connected to Trump.
The plea came shortly before
another blow to the president:
his former campaign manager,
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Paul
Manafort
Former Trump
campaign
chairman
convicted of
evading taxes

Stormy
Daniels
Adult film star
said she was paid
to keep quiet
about affair with
president

By SHARON LAFRANIERE
NEW YORK TIMES

ALEXANDRIA, Virginia — Paul Manafort,
President Donald Trump’s former campaign
chairman, was convicted Tuesday in his financial fraud trial, bringing a dramatic end to a
politically charged case that riveted the capital.
The verdict was a victory for the special
counsel, Robert Mueller, whose prosecutors introduced extensive evidence that Manafort hid
millions of dollars in foreign accounts to evade
taxes and lied to banks repeatedly to obtain
$20 million in loans.
Manafort was convicted of five counts of tax
fraud, two counts of bank fraud and one count
of failure to disclose a foreign bank account.
The jury was unable to reach a verdict on the
remaining 10 counts, and the judge declared a
mistrial on those charges.
Kevin Downing, a lawyer for Manafort, said
his client was “evaluating all of his options at

The Santa Rosa City Council on Tuesday banned the use
of synthetic weed-killers like
Roundup at dozens of parks,
buildings and medians around
town.
The decision came on a unanimous vote — with Mayor Chris
Coursey absent and barely any
audience in the council chambers — to approve a one-year
extension of the contract with
a company that has provided
city landscape maintenance services since 2014.
But it culminated a citizen
campaign, initiated three years
ago, to eliminate use of synthetic herbicides on city property.
The company, Golden Gate
Landscape Management, has
sprayed glyphosate-based weed
killer on parks and other public property under its $509,000
annual contract. The council renewed the contract, but added a
prohibition on glyphosate.
Officials told the council that
use of products containing glyphosate had already been abandoned, and council members
Jack Tibbetts and Julie Combs
expressed thanks for their action.
“I think it’s fantastic,” said
Anne Seeley, a Santa Rosa area
resident and Sonoma County Conservation Action board
member.
Weed killers like Roundup are
“dangerous,” she said, and “inappropriate to be sprayed on areas where children play, where
pets play.”
After the vote and council
adjournment, Combs said she
wanted to end the chemical’s
use by all city departments, including Public Works.
Brandalyn Tramel, city purchasing agent, said the contractor had used glyphosate “sparingly and as a last resort” since
2014.
Tramel said she could not
specify how much of the chemical had been used.
Scientific evaluations of glyphosate, first marketed by Monsanto in 1974 under the name
Roundup, have varied widely over the years, with some
studies associating its use with
non-Hodgkin lymphoma.
Grassroots
opposition
to
Roundup gained momentum last
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BIG BOOST FOR COAL: Trump administration
to roll back Obama-era restrictions on
pollution emissions / B1
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