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FISH DISCOVERY IN RP: A bizarrely 
toothed, Amazonian species has 
been found in Roberts Lake / B1
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PACKING INTO 
DORMS AT SSU
1,900 freshmen and their families arrive on 
campus as move-ins begin Empire News

STRIVING FOR HER GOAL
Soccer player aims for national team Sports

POT DELIVERY GOING TECH 
App sprouts on legalization hopes Living

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat, 2014

THE MORNING AFTER: On Brown Street in downtown Napa, tourists and media gather around one of many historic buildings damaged by a magnitude-6.0 earthquake that struck along the 
West Napa Fault at 3:20 a.m on Aug. 24, 2014.

Fallout still felt
SOUTH NAPA QUAKE, ONE YEAR LATER

COMING MONDAY
The magnitude-6.0 temblor originated on the West Napa Fault, 
which runs directly through one couple’s home. Read their 
experience and see how scientists are faring in their bid to 
map the faultine, from the ground and the skies.

ONLINE AT PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM
For more photographs, including before and after images of 
quake damage and repairs, visit The Press Democrat’s website. 

Theresa Lang was asleep in bed or walking 
to her kitchen — she can’t recall which — 
when the South Napa earthquake struck last 

August and toppled the mobile home Lang shared 
with her boyfriend, sending the 53-year-old woman 
sprawling to the floor.

Lying there in shock, Lang looked out through 
the sliding glass door at the sickening sight of  
flames shooting from a ruptured gas line. There 
was an explosion, followed by an inferno that 
began overtaking the home. Bill Fittipoldi, Lang’s 
boyfriend, who had been thrown from his bed face-
down onto the floor when the quake hit, said the 
couple had to get out immediately.

“I thought we had been bombed. Or that it was an 
airplane crash,” Lang said.

The couple were among tens of  thousands across 
Wine Country who were subjected to nighttime 
terror unleashed by the Bay Area’s strongest 
earthquake in 25 years. The magnitude-6.0 temblor, 
centered beneath the Napa Valley Marina, struck 
at 3:20 a.m. on Aug. 24, a Sunday morning when 
most were still in bed. Jolted awake by the initial 
punch, most were helpless against the ensuing 
pitching and rolling, which lasted an interminable 
20 seconds before finally stopping.

When it was over, a stunned citizenry from Valle-
jo to Napa and Sonoma Valley was thrust into an 
altered reality. Nearly 70,000 people were without 
power. Sirens wailed and freeways jammed with 
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SHAKEN RESIDENTS RECOVERING: Bill Fittipoldi and Theresa 
Lang, who now are engaged, hold a melted chunk Thursday of their 
former mobile home, which burned to the ground after the South 
Napa earthquake last year. The couple now has a new home on the 
same spot in the Napa Valley Mobile Home Park in Napa.

As the region’s disaster-struck residents and economy continue to rebound,  
it doesn’t take much to expose the anxiety from the magnitude-6.0 temblor

By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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‘Frustrating’ effort 
to secure federal 
aid for repairs

In the immediate aftermath of  the 
South Napa earthquake last year, 
Napa officials sent out a mutual aid 

request to marshal teams of  building in-
spectors to canvass about 24,000 homes, 
businesses and other facilities.

The aim was to check for damage and 
to issue yellow or red tags that would 
restrict or prohibit access to the struc-
tures. The effort mainly was to ensure 
public safety, not to document needs for 
financial assistance.

Mike Parness, Napa’s city manager, said 
the subsequent challenge has been to con-
vince federal officials that the damage was 
extensive enough to warrant federal aid.

The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency finally made that call in late 
October, allowing individuals in Napa and 
Solano counties, including renters, home 
and business owners, along with local gov-
ernments, to apply for disaster assistance. 
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Anthony Sadler, left, speaks next to Alek Skarlatos, 
National Guardsman, about helping his friends  
disarm a train attacker Saturday in Arras, France.  

US men praised as train security questioned

PARIS — The shooter boarded the 
packed high-speed train with enough 
firepower to slaughter dozens in a 
matter of  minutes, and he was foiled 
not through high-tech security but be-
cause two vacationing American ser-
vice members happened to be there to 
overpower him.

Now sharp questions are 
being asked about Europe’s 
security measures after a 
man who had been flagged 
by counterterrorism author-
ities as a potential risk was 
allowed onto the continent’s vital rail 
system without any security checks. 
Spanish, French and Belgian securi-
ty officials had the man, identified as 
26-year-old Moroccan citizen Ayoub 

el-Khazzani, on their radar 
for more than a year.

The Americans — Airman 
1st Class Spencer Stone, and 
his childhood friend Spec. 
Alek Skarlatos, who just re-

turned from a deployment in Afghan-
istan — are being lauded as heroes 
along with a third American friend, 
Anthony Sadler who attends Sacra-
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