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PETALUMA » Center gets $254,000 in federal grants for its work  
analyzing patients’ electronic records to manage their well-being SMART 

selling 
lot next 
to station

The vacant lot next to Santa 
Rosa’s downtown train station 
is being sold to a developer with 
plans for a highly anticipated 
transit-oriented housing and 
commercial center. 

Sonoma-Marin Area Rail 
Transit, which begins service 
on Friday, has agreed to sell 
its 5.4-acre property west of  
the Railroad Square station to 
ROEM Development Corp. of  
Santa Clara for $5.75 million.

The deal inked Tuesday calls 
for the sale to be finalized only 
after the developer wins neces-
sary approvals from the city for 
the $85 million project, which 
could include several hundred 
residential units.

The sale agreement was 
structured with payments re-
quired at key junctures over  
28 months to motivate ROEM to 
move forward with the project 
quickly, said Farhad Mansouri-
an, SMART’s general manager. 

“We didn’t want an open-end-
ed contract,” Mansourian said. 
“We want to see shovels in the 
ground. We want action.”

The deal could pave the way 
for the single largest rail-ori-
ented housing and commercial 
development in Sonoma County.

The property and neighbor-
ing land that is the site of  a 
former brick cannery building 
have been eyed for more than a 
decade as prime downtown de-
velopment opportunities. 

Last year, when ROEM was se-
lected by SMART to develop the 

Developer plans to build 
housing and commercial 
center once plan OK’d
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Medical assistant Sergio Herrera checks 2-year-old Janay Toress’ ears during a checkup at the Petaluma Health Center on Tuesday.

Data-driven health care

Before the first patient walks into 
the Petaluma Health Center every 
morning at 8:30, Dr. Danielle Oryn 

dons her “clinical informatics officer” hat 
and huddles with a medical assistant to 
discuss the patients coming in that day.

Of  course they discuss the reason 
the patient is coming in, whether for a 
physical, flu symptoms and or some other 
illness. But they also consider health is-
sues not readily observed, issues that until 
now would have been difficult to identify 
and manage.

The patient’s electronic health records 
have already been “mined” by specialized 
software that identifies patient needs such 
as immunizations, Pap smears, colon can-
cer screenings and any other preventative 
treatment.

“We’re looking to improve population 
health,” said Oryn, who is also a family 
doctor. “For example, we want to keep our 
patients with chronic medical problems 
like diabetes and hypertension to stay as 
healthy as possible and not have complica-
tions such as heart attack or stroke.”

Oryn, who is certified in clinical infor-
matics, uses the health center’s electronic 
health records to conduct clinical data 

analysis to improve the center’s quality of  
care and ensure it operates more efficient-
ly. The work, once the exclusive domain 
of  public health officials and university 
researchers, allows the health center to 
better manage the well-being of  its 35,000 
patients.

It has invested about $3.2 million in the 
effort, which includes establishing a new 
call center, hiring nurse case managers 
and patient navigators, and building out 
its IT infrastructure. The efforts were 
recognized last week by the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Health and Human Services, 

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
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How the state’s housing crisis happened

California’s high housing costs are 
driving poor and middle-income peo-
ple out of  their homes like never be-
fore. While some are fleeing coastal 
areas for cheaper living inland, others 
are leaving the state altogether.

Homelessness is on the rise. Cal-
ifornia is home to 12 percent of  the 
U.S. population, but 22 percent of  its 
homeless people. Cities that have seen 
dramatic rent increases, such as San 
Francisco and Los Angeles, attribute 
their spikes in homelessness directly 
to a state housing shortage that has 
led to an unprecedented affordability 
crisis.

Housing experts trace the problem 
back to the 1970s. Backlash began to 
arise — in coastal communities, in 
particular — from neighbors who op-

posed new housing in their neighbor-
hoods.

“It started then and it’s still true 
today — people, just as a matter of  
human nature, are anxious about 
change and accommodating new peo-
ple in their communities,” said Brian 
Uhler, who leads housing research for 
the nonpartisan state Legislative An-
alyst’s Office, which tracks housing 
trends and identifies possible solu-
tions for the Legislature.
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Steve Winton, left, and Hilario Alavarez raise an 
interior wall frame at a new subdivision on Kawana 
Terrace in Santa Rosa.

By ANGELA HART
SACRAMENTO BEE
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LAND-USE RESTRICTIONS » 
Experts trace problem to ’70s 
and development opposition

Trump threatens shutdown

PHOENIX — President Don-
ald Trump on Tuesday threat-
ened to shut down the govern-
ment over border wall funding, 
said the North American Free 
Trade Agreement is likely to be 
terminated and signaled that he 
was prepared to pardon former 

Arizona sheriff Joe Arpaio, who 
is anathema to the Latino com-
munity.

Trump’s freewheeling com-
ments came during a boister-
ous campaign rally here during 
which he also went on an ex-
tended diatribe about the media, 
blaming reporters for the nega-
tive fallout he has received over 
his responses to the hate-fueled 
violence in Charlottesville, Vir-
ginia.

Arpaio was convicted last 
month of  criminal contempt for 
ignoring a federal judge’s order 
to stop detaining people because 
he merely suspected them of  be-

ing undocumented immigrants. 
A major Trump supporter dur-
ing last year’s campaign, he 
awaits sentencing.

“So was Sheriff Joe convicted 
for doing his job?” Trump asked 
the crowd. “You know what, I’ll 
make a prediction: I think he’s 
going to be just fine, OK? But 
I won’t do it tonight because I 
don’t want to cause any contro-
versy. But Sheriff Joe should 
feel good.”

Trump last week told Fox 
News that he was “seriously 
considering” a pardon for Ar-

PHOENIX RALLY »  
President rants against 
media in diatribe
By JOHN WAGNER, JENNA 
JOHNSON AND DANIELLE 
PAQUETTE
WASHINGTON POST
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President 
Donald Trump 
addresses the 
crowd at a 
rally Tuesday in 
Phoenix.
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INSIDE
Relationship 
between Trump, 
McConnell has 
disintegrated, 
sources say / A7


