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Trump staring down legal threats
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WASHINGTON — After 19 tumul-
tuous months in office, President 
Donald Trump is being squeezed by 
legal assaults on two fronts, each 
of  which could imperil his White 

House tenure.
How those cases intersect is at the 

heart of  the high-stakes legal threat, 
and the answer may rely on one man 
— Michael Cohen, who was Trump’s 
longtime personal lawyer and confi-
dante in New York.

A day after Cohen pleaded guilty to 
eight federal charges and directly im-
plicated Trump in campaign finance 
law violations, his lawyer raised the 
stakes Wednesday by hinting that Co-
hen will talk with prosecutors about 
Trump’s knowledge of  Russian hack-

ing of  Democratic Party computers 
during the 2016 campaign.

Cohen knows “whether Donald 
Trump ahead of  time knew about 
the hacking of  emails, which is a 
computer crime that was the sub-
ject of  the indictment of  the 12 Rus-
sians,” his lawyer, Lanny Davis, said 
on CNN. “And we’ll just have to see 
what Mr. Cohen is able to say from 
direct knowledge when and if  he dis-
cusses this with the special counsel.”

Last month, special counsel Rob-
ert Mueller III indicted 12 officers 

in the GRU, Russia’s military intelli-
gence service, who are accused of  or-
chestrating the theft and subsequent 
release of  thousands of  private 
emails from the Democratic Nation-
al Committee and senior members 
of  Hillary Clinton’s campaign.

It’s not clear how much Cohen can 
or will help Mueller’s investigation 
into the Kremlin-backed effort to in-
terfere in the election and whether 
Trump or his aides conspired with 

President’s ex-lawyer Cohen 
may talk to special counsel 
investigation, attorney says
By CHRIS MEGERIAN  
AND DAVID WILLMAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Fire chief: 
Verizon 
throttled 
crews’ data

Verizon throttled one Bay 
Area fire department’s data 
plans as its firefighters helped 
battle the largest wildfire in 
state history, and even demand-
ed the department should pay 
nearly three times more to re-
move the throttling, according 
to its fire chief.

Santa Clara County Fire De-
partment Chief  Tony Bowden 
wrote to the U.S. District Court 
of  Appeals for the District of  
Columbia Circuit on Monday, 
saying the throttling “had a sig-
nificant impact on our ability 
to provide emergency services” 

By SEUNG LEE
MERCURY NEWS
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MENDOCINO COMPLEX

Hospital 
may stay 
open but 
lose ER

Sonoma West Medical Center, 
which is expected to run out of  
money by the end of  the month, 
would lose its emergency depart-
ment under a plan to transform 
the struggling Sebastopol facili-
ty into an extended-stay hospital 
under new management.

The move was given a green 
light last week when the Palm 
Drive Health Care District, 
which owns the hospital, ap-
proved a management services 
agreement with Modesto-based 
American Advanced Manage-
ment Group.

Sonoma West Medical 
Center could become 
long-term care facility
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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A cyclist speeds past the front of Harmon Guest House, which is currently under construction in Healdsburg, on Tuesday. The Healdsburg City 
Council has directed staff to draft an ordinance that bars construction of any new hotels in the downtown core, among other restrictions.

Setting a hard limit
Amid spike in construction, Healdsburg moving to cap hotels 
downtown, require affordable housing offsets on new projects

Amid a growing public outcry 
over the proliferation of  ho-
tel rooms downtown, Healds-

burg’s city council has asked staff 
to draft a new ordinance banning 
any more hotels in the town’s cen-
tral retail hub.

The council’s directive, issued 
Monday, follows a surge of  com-
plaints from residents over the past 
year and a recent community sur-
vey that showed support for slow-
ing hotel growth. 

In addition to barring hotel con-
struction in the downtown core, 
the ordinance would create new af-
fordable housing requirements and 
limit new lodging projects within 
the wider downtown district to five 
or fewer rooms, with no more than 
five total rooms on each side of  
downtown streets.

The affordable housing man-

date, which received unanimous 
support, would require developers 
of  hotel rooms to create one afford-
able housing unit for every five 
hotel rooms built, or pay a yet-to-
be-determined fee that would go to-
ward a fund aimed at creating such 
housing.

The decision, which still requires 
council endorsement at later public 
meetings, comes as a response to 
a recent spike in hotels, namely in 
the downtown core where visitor 
accommodations have increasingly 
displaced local businesses.

Healdsburg had 387 hotel rooms 
at the start of  the year, includ-
ing 142  downtown, according to 
figures furnished by the city. By 
year’s end the total number is ex-
pected to balloon to 548 across the 
city — a 42 percent increase — with 
a 130-room luxury guesthouse by 
Montage Hotels & Resorts having 

By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Scott Ireton, right, and Benny Ortiz of AHC Glass install a 
fire-rated door frame Tuesday at Harmon Guest House.
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