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BIGGER PLANS FOR SR 
HOTEL: Developer secures 
partnership to add space  
to Empire Building project 
on downtown square / B8

INSIDE

BRIGHTER DAY AFTER FIRE »  
Lower Lake students offered  
encouragement on first day.  A3

CSA FOR FISH LOVERS » As 
salmon season reopens, SR 
service can hook you up.  D1

GIANTS ROUGHED UP » Dodgers 
hitters crack Bumgarner’s 
pitching again in 9-5 loss.  C1
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A pickup is pulled Tuesday from the Russian River in Jenner after a morning wreck that left two sisters, ages 4 and 6, dead. The truck plummeted 
down a 40‑foot embankment, hit the water and quickly sank below the surface. The girls’ mother, Sarah Markus, survived the deadly crash.

Two children die after 
truck plunges into river

JENNER » Rescuers try and fail to save two sisters, ages 4 
and 6, after mother loses control of vehicle on slick road State 

audit, 
county 
at odds

Sonoma County does not ad-
equately monitor the use of  
psychotropic drugs among local 
foster youth, raising the possi-
bility the county may be inap-
propriately medicating children 
or over-prescribing the mind-al-
tering medications, according 
to a report released Tuesday by 
the California Auditor’s Office.

County offi-
cials, however, 
strongly ques-
tioned some 
of  the findings 
and insisted 
state auditors 
reviewed only 
limited docu-
mentation of  
the care foster 
youth received. 
The state did 
not review such 
documents as 
patient medi-
cal records and 
foster place-
ment records, 
officials said.

Sonoma County was among 
four counties selected for review 
in the report, but the findings 
were indicative of  statewide 
trends, the report said. The oth-
ers were Los Angeles, Madera 
and Riverside.

Among the many findings, the 
audit found Sonoma County of-
ten failed to show that it properly 
tracked cases where foster kids 
were prescribed multiple psy-
chotropic drugs from the same 
class, which the state discourag-
es; failed to show it was review-
ing cases where drug dosages 
exceeded state guidelines; and 
did not show that youth were re-
ceiving adequate follow-up visits 
after being prescribed new psy-
chotropic medications.

The audit, which reviewed 
20 specific foster youth cases 
from each of  the four counties, 
also found that some local fos-
ter youth were being prescribed 

JENNER 

The tiny coastal village of  Jenner lost 
its two children Tuesday morning. 

Sisters Kaitlyn, 6, and Hailey, 4, 
had just left their hillside Jenner home 
with their mother, Sarah Markus, for the 
second day of  school in Monte Rio, where 
big sister, just a month shy of  her seventh 
birthday, was in second grade, little sis-
ter in preschool and mom in her week-old 
teacher’s aide job. 

Roads were wet with drizzle from heavy 
fog. Within a minute of  leaving home about 
8:30 a.m. Markus lost control of  the family 
pickup on Highway 1 and veered off, plung-
ing about 40 feet down a steep embankment 
into the murky Russian River.

Markus, 32, reached back for her chil-
dren buckled in the back seat. As the truck 
quickly sank, she kicked out her side win-
dow and swam to the surface, screaming 
for help.

Within minutes a state parks lifeguard, 
a truck driver, a Jenner man and three 
sheriff’s deputies were in the water, diving 

repeatedly, frantically, to reach the girls as 
their hysterical mother called their names 
from the highway above.

It was too late. 
About 30 minutes later, the girls’ bodies 

were found inside the submerged pickup, 
about 15 to 20 feet below the surface. A state 

parks lifeguard in diving gear pulled them 
from the truck’s cab. 

Jenner’s population sign says it has 
107  residents, but some suspect it’s more 
like 85. In the picturesque community of  

Cal Fire’s  
Ben Smutney  
pauses at the 
scene of an 
wreck where 
two sisters 
drowned. 
Smutney tried 
to revive one of 
the girls after 
she was pulled 
from the water.
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FOSTER CHILDREN » 
Report finds medications 
not properly monitored
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ONLINE
See more photos 
and a video on 
the web at  
pressdemocrat.
com

State Sen.  
Mike McGuire
“This scathing 
report shows the 
State of California 
has been failing 
some of the most 
vulnerable youth 
in our society: 
foster kids.” 

Deadly 6.2-magnitude quake hits Italy

ROME — Strong earthquakes 
struck central Italy early today, 
killing several people, trapping 
many others under debris and 
setting off tremors that awak-
ened sleeping residents in Rome 
nearly 100 miles away.

The first, 6.2-magnitude 
earthquake struck at 3:36 a.m. 

near the town of  Accumoli, in 
the province of  Rieti.

The mayor of  Accumoli re-
ported that people had been 
killed there. And at least two 
people were reported to have 
been killed in Pescara del Tron-
to in the province of  Ascoli Pice-
no, according to the authorities

Severe damage was reported 
in Amatrice, where Mayor Ser-
gio Pirozzi said, “Half  the town 
no longer exists.” He added that 

Amatrice had been cut off be-
cause of  damage to roads and to 
a bridge, and appealed during a 
live television broadcast for as-
sistance.

“There are people stuck in 
the rubble,” he said, calling 
on emergency services to help 
clear roads. “Houses are no lon-
ger there,” he added, suggesting 
that victims had been buried in 
the rubble.

The paths of  destruction led 

to other places, including the 
Tyrrhenian coast. A witness in 
Sperlonga, a popular seaside 
town in Lazio, said that the his-
toric city center had been seri-
ously damaged, and news chan-
nels showed photos of  crumbled 
buildings, and rubble-covered 
cars.

The earthquake was felt from 
Rome to Bologna, in Emilia  
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