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NEW CHARGES FILED: 
Prosecutors going after 
alleged price gouging in 
Sonoma, Marin counties 
post-October wildfires / A3
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Lawmakers vote to limit plastic straws

SACRAMENTO — California is poised 
to become the first state to restrict the 
distribution of  plastic straws at restau-
rants under a bill approved Thursday 
by lawmakers, capturing the attention 
of  environmentalists nationwide who 
hope the idea, like many with origins in 
the Golden State, will spread across the 
nation.

The legislation, which would prohibit 

full-service, dine-in restaurants from of-
fering plastic straws to customers unless 
they are requested, passed on a 45-20 vote 
by the Assembly and now goes to Gov. 
Jerry Brown for his signature.

Although the bill stops short of  an out-
right ban, environmentalists say they ex-
pect it will again make the state — which 
represents the world’s fifth-largest econ-
omy — a trendsetter.

Its approval is the latest of  several 
actions by California to reduce plastic 
pollution. In 2014, Brown signed into 
law a ban on single-use plastic bags at 
food markets, liquor stores and pharma-
cies. Voters rejected an effort by the bag 
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Lawmakers in the state Assembly on Thursday passed 
a bill to bar full-service restaurants from giving out 
plastic straws unless customers request them.

By PATRICK MCGREEVY
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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State would be first to adopt 
restriction; GOP opponents say 
ban would make matters worse

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Tim Yeakel, tasting room lead, pulls a barrel sample of wine Tuesday for a group of visitors at the Alexander Valley Vineyards cave in Healdsburg. 
China has threatened a retaliatory 25 percent tariff on wine shipped from the United States, in addition to the current 15 percent tariff.

Trade war hits vintners 
WINE INDUSTRY » China’s threatened 25% tariff could make  
it difficult for North Coast to compete in world’s biggest market

President Donald Trump’s trade war 
with China over steel and alumi-
num imports has had reverberations 

across the country, from Iowa soybean 
farms to Harley-Davidson motorcycles 
made in Wisconsin.

The international trade spat is now 
threatening vintners across the North 
Coast who are attempting to make inroads 
into China, the world’s biggest market with 
1.4 billion residents. Beijing is threatening 
a 25 percent tariff on U.S. wine imports 
next month on top of  a 15 percent tariff it 
already imposed in April in retaliation for 
U.S. tariffs on its steel products.

“The category of  California wine is 
trendy and popular there, and it is really 
resonating with the younger consumer,” 
said Linsey Gallagher, director of  interna-
tional marketing at the Wine Institute, the 
main trade group that represents Califor-
nia wineries.  

By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Pot use 
drops 
among 
teens

Despite the dawn of  a new 
era legalizing recreational use 
of  cannabis by adults, marijua-
na use among middle and high 
school students continued to 
decline in California in 2016 and 
2017, a new state-funded health 
survey shows.

Only 4.2 percent of  seventh 
graders reported ever using 
marijuana, according to the 
16th biennial California Healthy 
Kids Survey, which was con-
ducted between 2015 and 2017 
and released this week.

Researchers found a marked 
decline in teen marijuana use 
over the past four years, from 
10 percent of  seventh grade stu-
dents in the 2011-13 survey to 
7.9 percent in 2013-15. Similar 
declines were found among stu-
dents in grades nine and 11. 

Pro-cannabis groups claim 
the latest survey is evidence 
that marijuana legalization 
does not lead to increased use 
among school-age children. Cal-
ifornia voters legalized adult 
use, possession and cultivation 
of  marijuana immediately after 
they approved Proposition 64 
on Nov.  8, 2016, although retail 
sales of  recreational cannabis 
did not begin until Jan. 1, 2018.

Ellen Komp, deputy director 

State’s Healthy Kids 
Survey shows continued 
decline during 2016-17
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Sessions pushes back against Trump

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump blamed the Justice 
Department on Thursday for the 
investigations surrounding him, 
criticized the deal struck with his 
former lawyer Michael Cohen and 

lashed out at Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions, who countered with a rare 
public rebuke of  the president.

Trump also praised Paul Manafort, 
his former campaign manager who 
was convicted of  financial fraud this 
week, for refusing to cooperate with 
the Justice Department and said 
that plea agreements, an essential 
tool for prosecutors, should maybe 
be outlawed.

“It’s called flipping, and it almost 
ought to be illegal,” Trump said in 
an interview that aired on Fox News.

Asked whether he is consider-

ing firing Sessions, 
the president only 
reiterated his 
long-standing ob-
jection to Sessions’ 
recusal from the 
Russia investiga-
tion and his insis-

tence that he would have chosen 
another person for attorney general 
had he known someone else would 
oversee the inquiry. “He took the job 
and then he said, ‘I’m going to recuse 
myself,’ ” Trump said of  Sessions. “I 
said, ‘What kind of  a man is this?’ ”

In an implicit but pointed reply, 
Sessions warned the president not to 
intrude on federal law enforcement. 
“While I am attorney general, the 
actions of  the Department of  Justice 
will not be improperly influenced by 
political considerations,” he said in 
a statement issued shortly before he 
met with Trump at the White House 
about criminal justice overhaul.

The exchange escalated the public 
war Trump has waged for more than 
a year on the Justice Department, 

President blames Justice 
Department for swarm of 
investigations around him
By KATIE BENNER, NICHOLAS 
FANDOS AND KATIE ROGERS
NEW YORK TIMES
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Jeff  
Sessions
Attorney general 
says staff won’t 
be “improperly 
influenced”

INSIDE
Prosecutors 
grant immunity 
to tabloid exec 
in probe of 2016 
Trump campaign 
payments / A8
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