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PETALUMA TINKERER 
TAKES INVENTION TO TV:  
Glo-Blades, LED lights for 
ice skates, to be featured 
on CNBC reality show / E1

CHURNING OUT 
ICE CREAM

Scoops of options for making your own frosty desserts at home Food+Wine

PASSIONS HIGH AT 
WINDSOR MEETING
More than 400 turn out for 
session on Lytton tribe’s plans 
for land west of town Empire

Napa wine train CEO: We were ‘100% wrong’

The chief  executive officer of  the 
Napa Valley Wine Train apologized 
Tuesday to a book club of  10 black 
women and one white woman who 
were booted off the luxury tourist 
train for what train officials had ear-
lier described as “loud and disrup-

tive” behavior.
“The Wine Train was 100 percent 

wrong in its handling of  this issue,” 
CEO Anthony “Tony” Giaccio said. 
“We accept full responsibility for our 
failures and for the chain of  events 
that led to this regrettable treatment 
of  our guests.”

Giaccio also offered, in his state-
ment, to put into place and take part 
in “additional cultural diversity sen-
sitivity training” suggested by Lisa 
Johnson, the book club’s president 
and one of  the women ejected from 
the train Saturday.

Johnson said the apology felt or-

chestrated because while they were 
speaking, Giacco spoke about the 
company “wanting to get the media 
focus off” it.

“It just felt like spin,” she said 
Tuesday. Still, she added, “if  they 
implement those things I think it 
would be awesome. I hope that they 
do it. But who’s going to make them 
accountable for that?  So I’m just 
hopeful.”

Giaccio spoke late Monday night 
to Johnson, an Antioch author who 
documented the Saturday incident 
on social media as it took place. 
That sparked an online outrage, fu-

eled by Johnson’s fan following, and 
highlighted by a sardonic hashtag, 
#laughingwhileblack.

That put the Wine Train in an un-
comfortable glare.

“It didn’t make it look good, not 
just for African-Americans but all 
around,” said Mac McDonald, a 
black Sonoma County vintner who 
often works in Napa. “It’s going to 
bring the wrong attention to the 
train and to the valley.”

As to what occurred, there is now 
striking agreement between the 
two accounts: The group of  women 

After book club of mostly  
black women ousted, exec issues 
apology that member calls ‘spin’

By JEREMY HAY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Anthony 
Giaccio
Napa Valley Wine 
Train CEO offered 
free trip for 
group, 39 guests.

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat 

BEDDED DOWN: A homeless woman sleeps in front of the St. Vincent de Paul Society building in Santa Rosa on Tuesday. Sonoma County supervisors outlined 
the framework of a plan Tuesday to create affordable housing for an estimated 2,000 people, with help from cities and public-private partnerships.

County’s battle plan 
on homelessness

Sonoma County supervisors 
appear ready to embark on an 
ambitious campaign to wipe 

out homelessness, envisioning a re-
gional effort supported by local cit-
ies and public-private partnerships 
to create new affordable housing 
for an estimated 2,000 people.

It could take up to $110 million 
in local investment, but super-
visors Tuesday said some of  the 
costs would be recouped elsewhere 
through reduced spending on emer-
gency room visits, drug and alcohol 

treatment, incarceration and other, 
more expensive interventions 
commonly needed by those who are 
homeless.

Despite the financial implica-
tions, there is a moral obligation 
to address the problem, several 
members of  the Board of  Supervi-
sors suggested.

“Our county, having 2,000 people 
homeless right now — even though 
we’re doing better — is not a 
reflection of  our values,” Supervi-
sor Shirlee Zane said. “We can do 
better. We must do better.”

Tuesday was the first time su-
pervisors have tried to determine 

just what it would take to provide 
permanent housing for the county’s 
disproportionately large homeless 
population.

An estimated 5,574 individuals 
are homeless at some point during 
the year, more than 1 percent of  
the county population, according to 
Kathleen Kane, executive director 
of  the county Community Develop-
ment Commission.

There were 3,107 homeless people 
in Sonoma County in the most 
recent homeless census, down 
27 percent from the 2013 count of  
4,280, likely reflecting an improved 

$110M campaign to get people off streets would require regional effort

CENSUS 
COUNT 
3,107: Number 
of homeless in 
Sonoma County 
according to a 
Jan. 23 census
1,037: Number 
of homeless who 
had shelter on 
day of census
2,070: Number 
living in cars or 
sleeping on street 
that day
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MODERN MIGRANT’S CHECKLIST:

Water, shelter, smartphone
BELGRADE, Serbia — The tens of  thousands 

of  migrants who have flooded into the Balkans 
in recent weeks need food, water and shelter, 
just like the millions displaced by war the world 
over. But there is also one other thing they swear 
they cannot live without: a smartphone charging 
station.

“Every time I go to a new country, I buy a SIM 
card and activate the Internet and download the 
map to locate myself,” Osama Aljasem, a 32-year-
old music teacher from Deir al-Zour in Syria, 
explained as he sat on a broken park bench in 

Belgrade, staring at his smartphone and plotting 
his next move into northern Europe.

“I would never have been able to arrive at my 
destination without my smartphone,” he added. 
“I get stressed out when the battery even starts 
to get low.”

Technology has transformed this 21st-century 
version of  a refugee crisis, not least by making 
it easier for millions more people to move. It has 
intensified the pressures on routes that prove 
successful, like this one through the Balkans, 
where the United Nations said Tuesday about 
3,000 people a day continued to cross the border 
from Greece into Macedonia.

MICHEL SPINGLER / Associated Press

A migrant charges his mobile phone 
with a generator at a makeshift 
camp in Calais, France, in July.TURN TO CHECKLIST, PAGE A7

By MATTHEW BRUNWASSER
NEW YORK TIMES

Los Angeles County  
Sheriff Jim McDonnell

LA seeks 
harsher 

sex-traffic 
penalties

LOS ANGELES — Officials in 
Los Angeles County are adopt-
ing a get-tough tactic to deter 
men from soliciting sex from 
girls who are forced into pros-
titution — charging them with 
crimes that could mean prison 
time and registration as a sex 
offender.

Targeting “johns,” or com-
mercial sex buyers, is not a 
new concept, but hitting them 
with felonies such as rape, child 
abuse or endangerment and 
conspiracy is a step beyond 
the misdemeanor citations and 
fines customers typically re-
ceive in California and many 
other states.

“What are johns? They’re 
pedophiles, they’re child mo-
lesters,” Los Angeles County 
Sheriff Jim McDonnell said. “If  
we can take away the demand 
and very clearly let people know 
this is going to ruin their life … 
We’re hoping that’s going to be a 
disincentive.”

The county is the nation’s 
most populous, with more than 
10 million residents. A task 
force that’s expected to be in 
place this fall will pursue the 
stiffer charges, a push that puts 
Los Angeles at the national fore-
front of  “appropriately going 

Officials plan to punish 
child-sex customers with 
prison, offender status 

By TAMI ABDOLLAH
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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