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SF WITNESS SAYS FATAL 
BULLET WAS RICOCHET: 
Officer says shot that killed 
woman at pier first struck 
concrete 90 feet away / A3

DABBLING IN 
3-D CREATIVITY
Sonoma County Library makes new 
technology available to patrons Empire

SEX ASSAULT CHARGES FILED 
49ers’ Brooks, ex-teammate indicted C1

DOW CLIMBS 619 POINTS
Gain comes after Fed hint on rate hike E1

After on-air killings, tweets, then suicide

The man gripped a gun as he stood 
behind the news crew, watching them 
do a live broadcast. The journalists 
didn’t seem to notice that he had 
pointed the weapon right at them.

On Wednesday morning, as south-
western Virginia television view-
ers watched on live TV, a WDBJ-TV 

reporter and her cameraman were 
shot and killed in the middle of  their 
broadcast. Police later identified the 
suspect as Vester Lee Flanagan II, 
one of  the journalists’ former TV 
station co-workers. The person being 
interviewed, local Chamber of  Com-
merce executive director Vicki Gard-
ner, was wounded but is expected to 
survive.

By the time Flanagan, 41, shot and 
killed himself  after a police chase 
several hours later, his face and his 
actions had been widely broadcast 
on TVs across the nation and on so-
cial media. Flanagan, who was black, 
cited racism and bullying as a mo-

tive, though Franklin County Sheriff 
Bill Overton said it was “obvious” 
that Flanagan “was disturbed in 
some way.”

The shooting was a grotesque mo-
ment of  television that swiftly ap-
peared on CNN and YouTube. About 
eight shots rang out as reporter Al-
ison Parker, 24, screamed and cam-
eraman Adam Ward, 27, fell to the 
ground, and Ward’s camera spun to 
show a grim-faced man striding for-
ward with a pistol in his hand.

When the broadcast feed quick-
ly switched back to a camera at the 
TV station, it caught a WDBJ anchor 

Suspect, an ex-colleague with 
history of workplace strife, posts 

video of TV crew’s shootings

By MATT PEARCE
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Woman
reports

rape 
at SRJC

A female Santa Rosa Junior 
College student reported that 
she was raped inside a bathroom 
on the Santa Rosa campus last 
week by a masked male assail-
ant, authorities said Wednesday.

The student told campus po-
lice Tuesday that the assault oc-
curred in the women’s restroom 
of  Barnett Hall at about 9 p.m. 
She said that after she entered 
the restroom, a man wearing a 
black beanie-type mask over his 
face confronted her, forcefully 
pushed her against a wall and 
assaulted her, according to a 
report released by both campus 
and Santa Rosa police Wednes-
day. 

Officials said the student 
could not identify the suspect, 
but described him as about 5 feet 
10 inches tall, possibly white, 
and of  stocky build. The stu-
dent also said the suspect wore 
a black long-sleeve shirt and 
black pants.

SRJC President Frank Chong 
notified faculty and campus 
staff members about the report-
ed rape in emails sent Wednes-
day. A campus spokeswoman 
said students also were noti-
fied by email Wednesday about 

School officials say student 
assaulted by masked man 
in bathroom on SR campus

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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A video frame 
posted on social 
media by Vester 
Lee Flanagan II, 
shows him aiming 
a gun at reporter 
Alison Parker 
over the shoulder 
of cameraman 
Adam Ward during 
a live WDBJ-TV 
broadcast in 
Roanoke, Va., 
before fatally 
shooting them 
Wednesday.

Associated Press

PEAR 
TRENDS
Lake County 
yield: Grower 
Toni Scully estimates 
this year’s crop 
at 35,000 tons.
Statewide: 2015 
pear crop expected 
to be about 
170,000 tons.
Fewer acres: 
Acreage in Lake 
County has dropped 
from 2,764 in 2003 
to 2,093 in 2013; in 
state, acreage fell 
from 17,300 in 2003 
to 11,600 in 2013.
Peak period: 
In 1977, there 
were 8,240 acres 
of pears planted 
in Lake County.

ONLINE: 
 To view a video and 
photo gallery, go to 
pressdemocrat.
com
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READYING FOR SHIPMENT: Workers pack pears by hand Monday at Scully Packing Co. in Finley, near Kelseyville. Lake County growers produce nearly a fifth 
of California’s pears, according to Toni Scully, an owner of the packing house, the only commercial packing facility operating in Lake County. 

Bounty of fruit

Mild weather sends Lake County pear harvest into high gear 
2 weeks ahead of schedule; growers predict ‘a good crop and a good return’

Scully Packing Co. in Finley was a whirl 
of  activity early this week as more than 
200 workers sorted, packed and loaded a 

bounty of  Lake County pears headed for markets 
across the country and beyond.

The bustle represents the final sprint of  activ-
ity in the earliest pear harvest on record in Lake 
County, a product of  mild winter, spring and 
summer weather conditions that have triggered 
early harvests for wine grapes and other crops 
statewide. Only a smattering of  Bartlett pears 
and some later varieties, including Bosc and 
Comice, were left to be picked in Lake County 
this week.

“This was our earliest harvest ever,” said Lake 
County Agricultural Commissioner Steve Hajik. 
The pear harvest began July 22 in some areas of  
the county, two or three days earlier than previ-
ously recorded and nearly two weeks earlier than 
normal, he said.

“Everything’s early,” said UC Davis farm ad-
viser Rachel Elkins. “We didn’t have anything to 
slow the progress” of  fruit crops, she said, noting 
the weather was neither too hot nor too cold.

The early crop did face some labor- and 
fire-related challenges, but emerged unscathed 
and is expected to bring financial rewards for 
Lake County growers, who produce almost a fifth 
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By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A HANDFUL: A Bosc pear weighs in at nearly 1½ pounds 
Monday at Scully Packing Co. Harvest began July 22, with mostly 
later varieties such as Bosc and Comice remaining to be picked.

10 WINNERS EVERY SATURDAY 
5:00 pm–10:00 pm 

GRAND PRIZE DRAWING WIN A CHEVY CAMARO
AUGUST 29th at 10 pm
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