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Thieves target SR hardware 
store for high-end tools.  A3
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Tricks for growing perennials 
in container gardens.  D1
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Casa Grande defeated in season 
opener against Napa. C1

Teenage 
birth 
rates cut 
in half

Lost in the recent good news 
about declining birth rates 
among California teens is a 
Sonoma County statistic that 
has some local health experts 
scratching their heads.

In the past 15 years, the coun-
ty’s overall teen birth rate has 
been cut in half, declining to 
13.9 births for every 1,000 teens. 
But a wide disparity remains for 
birth rates for white teens and 
Latina teens.

For white teens, the birth rate 
is only 4.5 births per 1,000 teens, 
far lower than the state’s rate 
of  8.4 births for white teens. In 
contrast, the birth rate for lo-
cal Latina teens is 27.7 births 
per 1,000 teens, very close to the 
state average of  31.3 births for 
Latina teens.

The reason for this disparity 
is difficult to pinpoint.

“Where is this difference com-
ing from? Is access different? Is 
it access to education or is the 
cultural education different?” 
said Tammy Brunk, assistant 
professor in the school of  nurs-

Hiker lost in New Zealand wilds recalls ordeal

WELLINGTON, New Zea-
land — Pavlina Pizova says she 
couldn’t free her partner after 
he slipped down an icy bank and 
became wedged between rocks 
and branches. After he died, she 

stayed with him through the 
freezing night.

It would take almost another 
month before Pizova would be 
rescued from the New Zealand 
wilderness in an ordeal she de-
scribed Friday as “harrowing.”

The tourist from the Czech 
Republic, who was rescued 
Wednesday from a park war-
den’s hut on the snowed-in 
Routeburn Track near Queen-
stown, broke down in tears as 
she read aloud her account in 

halting English. Czech Consul 
Vladka Kennett provided more 
details.

Pizova’s comments came soon 
after rescuers retrieved the 
body of  her partner, 27-year-old 
Ondrej Petr.

The couple set out on July 26 
to hike the scenic track, a 20-
mile route that typically takes 
three days in the summer, but 
which can become treacherous 

Rescue crews 
carried out 
recovery opera-
tion to retrieve 
the body of 
Ondrej Petr, the 
boyfriend of 
Pavlina Pizova, 
in a remote 
area on the 
South Island of 
New Zealand. 
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Breitbart rises 
from fringe 
to focal point 

Breitbart News has arrived.
The opinion and news site, 

once a curiosity of  the fringe 
right wing, is now an increas-
ingly powerful voice and virtu-
al rallying spot for millions of  
disaffected conservatives who 
propelled Donald Trump to 
the Republican nomination for 
president.

Breitbart has shocked crit-
ics by annexing the Republican 
establishment it once gleefully 
tweaked. Its longtime chairman, 
Stephen Bannon, last week took 
charge of  Trump’s campaign, 
whose message at times rou-
tinely mirrors the Breitbart 
worldview.

On Facebook, it rivals main-
stream news organizations like 
the Washington Post and Yahoo, 
and it has challenged conser-
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After her partner’s fatal 
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Russian River journey 
‘a watershed moment’

PHOTOS BY BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

FLOATING AN IDEA: Members of a kayaking trip organized by Sonoma County Supervisor James Gore and LandPaths paddle Wednesday along the Russian River near 
Vichy Springs Road In Ukiah. The trip marked the beginning of the “Headwaters to Ocean Descent,” an effort to raise awareness about the Russian River watershed.

LAKE MENDOCINO

A large deer bolted from hiding in the dense 
brush along the Russian River, where tall 
cottonwoods offered summer shade, their 

leaves fluttering in the afternoon breeze. Blue 
and green herons took flight overhead.

Close by were rural homes, vineyards and 
industrial yards just east of  Ukiah, but all were 
hidden behind nature’s unbroken green wall, 
affording a band of  15 kayakers a sense of  seclu-
sion on slow-moving water the color of  pea soup.

The collection of  paddlers — public officials, 
farming representatives, environmentalists — is 
accustomed to conducting business in sterile 
meeting rooms. But starting here near the base 
of  Coyote Dam holding back Mendocino Coun-
ty’s largest reservoir, the group was exploring 
the notion that the best way to begin forging the 
river’s future is to don shorts, T-shirts and life 
jackets and spend a day — three in all actually — 
descending the waterway.

“It’s a rolling conference on the water,” said 
Craig Anderson, executive director of  LandPaths, 
a Santa Rosa-based conservation nonprofit, 
leaning back in his blue kayak, drifting in the 
current. “You feel like you’re really in the place, 
really stepping back in time.” 

Wednesday’s trip from the foot of  Lake Men-
docino to a ranch south of  Ukiah marked the start 
of  the “Headwaters to Ocean Descent,” organized 
by LandPaths and Russian Riverkeeper and led 
by Sonoma County Supervisor James Gore, with 
the first three-day float this week and two more 
segments planned in September and October.

Today, kayakers are scheduled to float from 

Hopland to the Cloverdale River Park, concluding 
the first segment.

The public is invited to participate in the final 
two days of  the river trek from Monte Rio to 
Jenner from Oct. 8 to 9, with a mass campout at 
Casini Ranch the night of  Oct. 8.

“The whole idea is to create awareness, a cama-
raderie,” Gore said. “Let’s get out of  the stinkin’ 
conference room and talk about the river. We all 
have a connection to it.”

The float trips are intended as a buildup to a 
river stakeholders’ summit, billed as the Russian 
River Confluence, in May.

CONVENING AT THE DAM: John 
Morrow, from left, district commander 
with the Army Corps of Engineers, 
county Supervisor James Gore, Don 
McEnhill, executive director of Russian 
Riverkeeper, and Mike Dillabough, 
a chief with the Army Corps, chat 
Wednesday before a kayaking trip 
near Coyote Dam at Lake Mendocino.

MENDOCINO COUNTY » GOING WITH THE FLOW

Policymakers, stakeholders explore issues while kayaking downstream 
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ONLINE
See more photos and a video from 
the kayaking trek on the Russian 
River at pressdemocrat.com


