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SANTA ROSA GARBAGE CONTRACT: Council set 
to weigh approval of 15-year deal that could 
hike customer rates almost by 60 percent / A3
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TAKING THE LEAP » Skydiving can be  
at once exciting, nerve-wracking.  D1

REMODELING BOOM » Homeowners 
improve houses instead of moving.  E1

Families, patients share stories

A Cotati woman describes a 
fragmented system of  mental 
health care that at times treated 

her with dignity while at others like 
a criminal or animal. A Santa Rosa 
mother decries a system of  services 
that abandons all but the wealthy 
and very poor. And a Santa Rosa man 
recalls that his experience in a hospital 
emergency room was “worse almost 

than my actual disease.”
These are some of  the stories readers 

shared with The Press Democrat fol-
lowing a three-week series examining 
gaps in the local mental health system 
that have sent a growing number of  
people with mental illness to hospital 
emergency rooms and the Sonoma 
County Jail — now the largest psychi-
atric treatment facility in the county.

They are the stories of  people who ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

FAMILY’S STRUGGLE: Eric and Connie Petereit sit in their son’s bedroom at their 
Healdsburg home. Their son, at age 19, was diagnosed with schizophrenia in 2013.

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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CRISIS CARE » THE NEW MENTAL INSTITUTIONS

Experiences 
of county 
residents 
range from 
harrowing to 
being treated 
with respect 

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Martha Mintun, a SMART ambassador, halts traffic Saturday as a train travels in Penngrove. The service begins it first full week of operation today.

After years of work, 
service has miles to go

A new passenger train system for 
Sonoma and Marin counties begins 
its first full week of  operation today, 

marking the long-awaited launch — nearly 
four years behind its original schedule — 
of  a $600 million taxpayer-funded transit 
option designed to transform travel north 
of  the Golden Gate.

Already one of  the largest public works 

projects of  the North Bay in decades, the 
Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit system 
was built on reconstructed tracks first 
used more than a century ago — and on 
the premise that thousands of  weekday 
commuters, along with tourists and 
weekend riders, will prefer to hop aboard 
diesel-powered trains rather than crowd 
into traffic on Highway 101. 

The SMART system begins accepting its 
first fully paid riders Sept. 5. Discounted 
rides began Saturday after Friday’s grand 

opening, including speeches and inaugural 
free trips aboard the green and gray train, 
the first passenger cars to serve the North 
Bay after a nearly 60-year absence.

“People never thought we’d be able to 
pull it off,” said Mike Cale, a former Sono-
ma County supervisor who coined the 
SMART name and was an early advocate 
of  the rail project.  “They thought it was a 
waste of  energy and time, and that money 
would be better spent simply focusing 
on (Highway) 101 problems, which in my 
mind was a pretty narrow vision and ap-
proach to solving a much larger problem.”

SMART’s advocates bill it as a potential 

By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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BUILDING NEAR SMART STATIONS Development near train stations is viewed as key to SMART’s success, but it’s off to a slow start / A12

Seen by advocates as a game-changer for region, 
$600 million transit system still faces challenges

SMART’S FUTURE » HIGH HOPES FOR TRAINS

Crowd 
protests 
far-right 
group 

SAN FRANCISCO — Hun-
dreds of  protesters gathered at 
a San Francisco park Saturday, 
demanding to be allowed past 
police barricades to protest sup-
porters of  a far-right rally that 
was canceled.

The group gathered before 
noon at Alamo Square Park, 
where the organizer of  a “Free-
dom Rally” was scheduled to 
hold a news conference Satur-
day afternoon. That conference 
was canceled.

City officials had shut down 
the park and erected fencing 
around it Saturday morning. 
They said a permit was never 
issued for the news conference.

Dozens of  demonstrators 
shouting, “Let us in,” and hold-
ing signs that said, “Resist the 
right,” stood at the intersection 
of  Fell and Steiner streets Satur-
day morning, surrounding a few 
dozen city police officers on mo-
torcycles wearing riot helmets.

One protester, wearing a 
Black Lives Matter shirt who 
said he was a teacher but asked 
not to be identified, said the 
demonstration was about mak-
ing white supremacists feel un-
welcome in San Francisco.

“We’re here to stand up to 
white supremacy. This is just 
one day,” the man said. “There’s 
white supremacy in our every-
day lives.”

“This is a victory rally!” 
shouted another demonstrator 
as he clutched a microphone, 
speaking to hundreds near the 

After events canceled, 
demonstrators still  
arrive by hundreds
By JAMES QUEALLY  
AND PAIGE ST. JOHN 
Los ANGELES TIMES
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SAN FRANCISCO 

Harvey thrashes Texas coast

VICTORIA, Texas — Harvey 
pummeled Texas on Saturday, 
destroying buildings and caus-
ing massive power outages, as 
residents evacuated towns and 
prepared for historic flooding 
that could keep them from their 
homes for days.

After the storm pounded the 
Texas coast, it crept inland and 
stopped moving, as if  mired 

in mud, meaning its torrential 
rains are not expected to abate 
for many days. Rising rivers 
have started to trigger evacua-
tions across a broad section of  
the state, and computer models 
are forecasting record flooding.

Officials confirmed one fatal-
ity near the small coastal town 
of  Rockport, which took a direct 
hit from the eye of  the storm, as 
search and rescue operations 
continued in ravaged areas that 
have become largely inacces-
sible. Officials said Rockport 
could receive up to 60 inches of  
rain through midweek.

“We’ve been devastated,” 
Rockport Mayor C.J. Wax said 
in a telephone interview. “There 

are structures that are either 
significantly disrupted or com-
pletely destroyed. I have some 
buildings that are lying on the 
street.”

In the nearby island town of  
Port Aransas, officers conduct-
ed a search and rescue mission 
for eight people who have been 
reported missing, an Aransas 
County Sheriff’s deputy said.

In the coming days, forecast-
ers expect, the tropical storm 
will meander south and east, 
and possibly slip back out over 
the warm gulf  waters, allowing 
it to restrengthen to some ex-
tent. All the while it will dump 

1 dead after storm slams 
Rockport; heavy rains 
pound inland, rivers rise
By TIM CRAIG  
AND KEVIN SULLIVAN
WASHINGTON POST
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Jennifer Bryant looks over the debris at her family business, which was 
destroyed by Hurricane Harvey, Saturday in Katy, Texas.   


