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Rick Gittings of San Diego hikes Thursday behind his son Charlie from Lake Ilsanjo along the Spring Creek Trail in Annadel State Park. 
Researchers found that the park had the second-highest concentration of ticks among 20 recreational sites sampled in the Bay Area.

Teeming with ticks
Stanford study: SR’s popular Annadel State Park has high  

concentration of ticks, with nearly 1 in 10 positive for Lyme bacteria

A nnadel State Park, the popular 
5,000-acre wildland on Santa 
Rosa’s east flank, is a hotbed of  

ticks that can transmit Lyme disease, 
according to a Stanford University study 
that sampled 20 recreational areas from 
Sonoma County to Santa Cruz.

Researchers found six immature black-
legged ticks, also known as deer ticks, 
per 100 meters on trails in Annadel, the 

second-highest concentration of  the tiny 
arachnids reported in the study, which 
was financed by the Bay Area Lyme 
Foundation and published in the scientif-
ic journal PLOS ONE.

The only higher concentration was 
10 ticks picked up along a trail in the 
Windy Hill Open Space Preserve in Por-
tola Valley.

Nearly 10 percent of  the ticks from 
Annadel tested positive for the bacteria 
that causes Lyme disease, a condition 
that afflicts about 30,000 people a year 

nationwide and almost eight per year in 
Sonoma County.

Aside from some fine points overall, the 
study said nothing new about the county, 
which has a 10-year average of  1.41 Lyme 
disease cases per 100,000 people a year, 
seven times higher than the statewide 
rate, according to the Sonoma County 
Department of  Health Services.

“I wouldn’t say it’s a big surprise,” said 
Dan Salkeld, a disease ecologist who was 
the study’s lead author, regarding the 
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State lauds SR for water conservation
MEETING 
GOALS

 ■ Santa Rosa 
singled out for 
praise by state 
officials along 
with Simi Valley, 
Santa Cruz and 
West Sacramento.

 ■Overall, 
Californians have 
cut water use 
more than 30% 
since July 2013.

The latest round of  water conser-
vation reporting indicates Sonoma 
County cities all exceeded the state-
wide savings goal of  25 percent in 
July and surpassed their individual, 
state-mandated conservation tar-
gets, as well.

State water officials singled out 
Santa Rosa and three other Califor-
nia communities for special praise, 
noting that Santa Rosa cut July wa-
ter use by 43.8 percent over the same 
month in 2013. That’s 2.5 times its 
state-mandated conservation goal of  
16 percent.

Jennifer Burke, the city’s deputy 
director of  environmental services, 
said city officials were “very proud” 
of  local residents for conservation 
efforts that have been ongoing for 
more than a year.

“We have had a long-standing 
commitment to water conservation 

and water-use efficiency,” Burke 
said, “and we’re very grateful we 
have a community that is so willing 
to step up.”

Also highlighted for remarkable 
performances were Simi Valley, San-
ta Cruz and West Sacramento.

Overall, Californians cut their wa-
ter use 31.3 percent over July 2013, 
the baseline year. 

Water officials said the state’s over-
all success is particularly impressive 
given the hot summer weather, in 
which water use typically peaks.

“Californians’ response to the se-
verity of  the drought this summer is 

now in high gear and shows that they 
get that we are in the drought of  our 
lives,” Felicia Marcus, chairwoman 
of  the State Water Resources Control 
Board, said in a written statement. 
“This isn’t your mother’s drought or 
your grandmother’s drought. This is 
the drought of  the century.”

Locally, Rohnert Park residents 
used the least water in July, consum-
ing 58.5 gallons per capita, per day.

Sonoma residents used almost 
twice as much. Their average daily 
use of  114.5 gallons per person in 
July means Sonoma remains the top 

All Sonoma County cities beat 
July savings targets; SR cut use 

nearly 44% from July 2013

By MARY CALLAHAN
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Temp 
workers 
gain new 
powers

WASHINGTON — A federal 
labor board voted Thursday to 
redefine the employee-employer 
relationship, granting new bar-
gaining powers to workers in an 
economy increasingly reliant on 
subcontractors, franchisees and 
temporary staffing agencies.

The decision by the National 
Labor Relations Board could up-
end the traditional arms-length 
relationship that has prevailed 
between corporate titans such 
as McDonald’s and its neighbor-
hood franchises. And it comes 
as concerns are growing about 
a generation of  new Internet- 
fueled business such as Uber and 
Lyft that depend heavily on inde-
pendent contractors who often 
do not have the benefits and pro-
tections of  full-time employees.

In a case that drew intense lob-
bying by both business and union 
groups, Democratic appointees 
on the panel split 3-2 with Repub-
licans to adopt a more expansive 
definition of  what it means to be 
a “joint employer.” The decision 
makes it more difficult for com-
panies to avoid responsibility for 
the treatment of  employees by 
outsourcing work to others.

In doing so, the panel sided 
with labor advocates and aca-
demics who have described an 
increasingly fissured economy, 
in which whole industries have 
been built on business models 
that offer workers few of  the 
protections of  a traditional em-
ployer relationship.

“With more than 2.87 million 

In landmark case, federal 
board redefines relationship 
of employers to employees

By LYDIA DEPILLIS
WASHINGTON POST
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SRJC reviewing security measures 
after report of rape on campus

Police on Thursday were 
seeking leads in a brazen attack 
and rape reported by a Santa 
Rosa Junior College student 
who said an unknown masked 
man assaulted her in a school 
bathroom during the first week 
of  fall semester classes.

SRJC President Frank Chong 
said the alarming incident has 
launched a campuswide analy-
sis of  security and safety mea-
sures, particularly for the many 

students on campus for night 
classes and activities. The col-
lege will consider changes like 
additional lighting and is asking 
all staff to be alert for suspicious 
people, he said.

“The Santa Rosa Junior Col-
lege is a very safe campus; how-
ever, we are an open campus,” 
Chong said. “I would say to our 
students to have a heightened 
sense of  your surroundings, re-
port any suspicious activity and 
that there is power in numbers.”

Interim Police Chief  Robert 
Brownlee said the college al-

ready has boosted patrols by po-
lice, community service officers 
and cadets, pulling many people 
in on overtime in response to 
the attack. He called it a rare 
crime for the campus. 

“We definitely are putting 
more boots on the ground; we 
are keeping a closer eye at bath-
rooms and other isolated areas,” 
Brownlee said.

The investigation has been 
somewhat challenged because 
police did not learn about the 
rape until five days after it re-

BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat

A female student on Thursday opens the door of a campus restroom 
where a student says she was raped Aug. 20 at Santa Rosa Junior 
College’s Barnett Hall. Police are seeking leads in the case.TURN TO SECURITY, PAGE A7
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