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Passengers walk across the tarmac at the Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma County Airport after deplaning from a United Airlines flight Monday from 
San Francisco.  United announced it would be adding service to Denver beginning in March 2019 from Sonoma County. 

Denver flights planned 
UNITED AIRLINES » A long-awaited direct connection to points east from 
Charles M Schulz-Sonoma County Airport is set to begin in March 2019

Starting March 8, United 
Airlines will offer daily 
flights from the Charles 

M. Schulz-Sonoma County 
Airport to Denver Internation-
al Airport, a major Colorado 
travel hub.

The Santa Rosa airport, 
which has coveted flights to 
Denver for about eight years, 
announced Monday an agree-
ment with United. Local offi-
cials lauded the service as key 
to helping companies thrive, 
attracting new businesses and 
opening a gateway for an influx 
of  tourists.

“Denver has been our top 
focus for the last couple years,” 
Airport Manager Jon Stout 
said. “It’s been the most fre-
quently requested.”

The direct, daily flights, 
which will have one midday 
departure and arrival, will be 
operated with a Bombardier 
CRJ 200 regional jet with a 
50-passenger capacity, United 
Airlines Brand Manager Mad-
hu Unnikrishnan said. 

He declined to say whether 
United plans to further expand 
service in Sonoma County, 
citing company policy.  

“With this new flight,  

US, Mexico reach new trade agreement

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration said Monday it 
had reached a new, 16-year trade 
deal with Mexico, setting in mo-
tion a rapid chain of  events that 
could redraw the world’s largest 
trade agreement.

The ultimate scope of  the 
deal could hinge on whether Ca-
nadian Prime Minister Justin 

Trudeau, after months 
of  feuding with Presi-
dent Donald Trump, de-
cides to sign on.

White House officials 
said the agreement, cen-
tered largely on man-
ufacturing, would help 
U.S. workers by making 
it harder for countries 
like China to ship cheap 
products through Mexico and 
then into the United States.

Harmonizing labor and envi-
ronmental rules would also pro-
tect U.S. jobs and salaries, the 
officials said, by making it less 
attractive for U.S. companies to 
move operations to Mexico.

A senior administra-
tion official acknowl-
edged the changes could 
make certain products, 
such as automobiles, 
more expensive for 
American buyers be-
cause the costs that go 
into production were 
expected to increase.

A number of  key 
factors remain unresolved in 
Trump’s effort to replace the 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement — with Canada’s 
role the biggest among them. 
Trump and Mexican leaders 
also failed to resolve whether 
the U.S. tariffs on metals im-

ports will remain in place.
The next phase of  negotia-

tions will pose a major test for 
Trump’s unique style of  diplo-
macy, which has shown flashes 
of  both creativity and impulsive-
ness throughout the process.

“It’s a big day for trade. It’s a 
big day for our country,” Trump 
told reporters gathered in the 
Oval Office, where they watched 
him speak at length by phone 
with Mexican President En-
rique Peña Nieto.

Trump has long told top ad-
visers that once he was able 
to cut a single trade deal with 

Trump administration 
increases pressure on 
Canada to join deal

By HANNAH BEAUSANG
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Sonoma County supervisor James Gore, right, and Peter Rumble, CEO 
of the Santa Rosa Chamber of Commerce greet one another after a 
news conference at the Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma County Airport.

Donald
Trump

Weather 
growing 
more 
extreme

SACRAMENTO — You think 
this has been a bad summer 
for wildfires in California? Just 
wait a few decades.

The volume of  acres that will 
be consumed by wildfires in an 
average year will soar 77 per-
cent by the end of  the century, 
according to a climate change 
study released Monday by state 
officials.

That would translate into 
roughly a half-million acres of  
additional wildfires in an av-
erage year. Currently about 
720,000 acres burn in an average 
year, according to the Califor-
nia Department of  Forestry and 
Fire Prevention, although the 
numbers have spiked in recent 
years, and so far in 2018, more 
than 810,000 acres have been 
consumed.

The state’s fourth Climate 
Change Assessment, released 
Monday, comes as California 
weathers one of  its worst fire 
seasons ever — and the debate 
over fire management intensi-
fies. On a recent visit to Carr fire 
sites in Redding, Interior Secre-
tary Ryan Zinke and Agricul-
ture Secretary Sonny Perdue all 
but dismissed global warming 
as a factor in the fires and de-
manded that California’s forests 
be thinned through a combina-
tion of  logging and prescribed 
burns.

Now the state Legislature is 
considering a pair of  bills that 
would ease restrictions on log-
ging larger trees on private lands 
as a means of  reducing fire risk. 

State officials expect big 
increases in burn areas; 
rainfall more variable 
By DALE KASLER
SACRAMENTO BEE

TURN TO CLIMATE » PAGE A7

CLIMATE CHANGE

Who will pay for future fires?

SACRAMENTO — Stymied 
by controversy over a plan to 
make utility ratepayers respon-
sible for some of  the costs of  
wildfires, a special legislative 
committee Monday night punt-
ed the high-stakes issue to a 

proposed five-member commis-
sion that’ll have nearly a year to 
come up with solutions.

The commission’s structure 
and goals were detailed in a  
72-page proposed wildfire re-
sponse bill posted Monday night 
on the website of  the 10-member 
bipartisan conference commit-
tee on wildfire prevention as it 
began deliberations in a nearly 
empty Capitol building.

Throughout the day Monday, 
lobbyists and other stakehold-
ers in the contentious issue 

speculated on the fate of  the pro-
posed bill that initially included 
a plan to allow PG&E and other 
utilities to sell state-authorized 
bonds to cover a portion of  the 
damages from last year’s devas-
tating wildfires, with ratepayers 
responsible for paying the bond 
debt through their utility bills.

For every $1 billion in dam-
ages covered by the bonds, rate-
payers would see an additional 
$72 a year on their monthly bills, 
lobbyist Patrick McCallum said, 
attributing the information 

to PG&E. 
PG&E has said it expects to 

pay $2.5 billion in damages and 
possibly much more. Total dam-
age estimates could hit $10 bil-
lion.

McCallum, a Sacramento lob-
byist who lost his Fountaingrove 
home to the October firestorm, 
has led a coalition of  displaced 
residents and trial attorneys 
called Up from the Ashes.

Assembly Democrats were 
wary of  enacting any measure 
that smacked of  a bailout for 

PG&E, including the bonding 
proposal, McCallum said.

“We’re still treating it as a 
work in progress,” committee 
co-chair Assemblyman Chris 
Holden, D-Pasadena, said, lead-
ing off the hearing on the re-
vised bill, which few people had 
seen prior to the hearing.

The proposed bill, which was 
due for release by Tuesday, must 
be passed by both the Assembly 
and Senate by Friday, the end of  

State lawmakers opt to 
let special panel propose 
utility, ratepayer costs
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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