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DOOMSAYERS PROVEN 
WRONG: Despite gloomy 
forecasts, startups  
continue to profit and  
even thrive / A6
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BENEFIT FOR 
‘LIVING ROOM’ »  
Santa Rosa 
nonprofit offers 
day services 
to Santra Rosa 
homeless.   A3

WRONG-WAY 
RUNNERS »  
For 3rd time, 
some participants 
in the Santa Rosa 
Marathon were 
led astray.   B1

ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A SMART train passes the new bicycle rack Thursday at the Railroad Square SMART rail station in Santa Rosa.

The bike-to-train link

In the not-too-distant future, the phrase 
“bike-to-train” will be introduced to the 
North Coast lexicon for the first time.

But as the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit 
Authority ramps up for the start of  passen-
ger service later this year, there are concerns 
whether the rail agency has enough parking 
for those who will get to and from stations on 
two wheels.

Under current plans, SMART will offer 
parking for up to 100 bikes along the entire 
43-mile route extending from north Santa Rosa 
to downtown San Rafael. Each of  the 10 train 
stations will have five inverted “U-racks,” with 

each rack accommodating two bikes, a total of  
10 bikes per station.

SMART released a draft plan about 10 days 
ago outlining the need for additional bike 
parking. But some SMART board members, as 
well as cycling advocates, fear those proposed 
upgrades won’t happen in time to meet initial 
demand.

“We feel that it’s critically important that 
what’s proposed in the investment plan is on 
the ground at the start of  train service,” said 
Alisha O’Loughlin, executive director of  the 
Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition. 

David Rabbitt, a Sonoma County supervi-
sor and SMART board member, shared that 

Cyclists fear slated boost in parking spaces may come too late
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SONOMA-MARIN AREA RAIL TRANSIT » ARE 100 RACK SPACES ENOUGH?  

“God knows, we 
don’t have enough 
automobile 
parking. Let’s at 
least make sure 
we have enough 
bike parking.”
DAVID RABBITT, Sonoma  
County supervisor and SMART 
board member

LEESBURG, Va. — Emboldened by 
Donald Trump’s struggles in the presi-
dential race, Democrats in Congress are 
laying the groundwork to expand the list 
of  House Republicans they will target for 

defeat as part of  an effort to slash the Re-
publicans’ 30-seat majority and even re-
claim control if  Trump falls further.

Trump’s unpopularity, which has al-
ready undermined the party’s grip on 
the Senate, now threatens to imperil Re-
publican lawmakers even in tradition-
ally conservative districts, according to 
strategists and officials in both parties 
involved in the fight for control of  the 
House.

Democrats are particularly enticed by 
Trump’s dwindling support in affluent 
suburban areas — including those near 
Kansas City, Kansas; San Diego; Orlan-

do, Florida; and Minneapolis — where 
Republicans ordinarily win with ease. 
Trump is so disliked among college-ed-
ucated voters, especially white women, 
that he is at risk of  losing by double dig-
its in several districts that the 2012 Re-
publican nominee, Mitt Romney, carried 
comfortably.

“It’s a remarkable situation. We, the 
Republicans, ought to be in a much stron-
ger position in many suburban areas,” 
said Rep. Charlie Dent of  Pennsylvania, 
whose district includes both suburbs 
and small cities. “Because of  the nature 
of  the nominee, it’s going to be a lot more 

competitive than it ought to be.”
Few Democrats say they believe their 

party is positioned, at this point, to take 
control of  the House, where Republicans 
hold their largest majority in 87 years. 
Because of  the way congressional dis-
tricts are drawn, Republicans have a 
powerful structural advantage even in a 
punishing political environment.

But Republicans are also bracing to 
take more forceful steps if  Trump contin-
ues to drag down their candidates. Multi-
ple strategists involved in the campaign 

Democrats target more House seats
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Analysts: Trump’s slide puts 
more districts in play, and 
GOP’s majority in peril
By ALEXANDER BURNS  
AND JONATHAN MARTIN
NEW YORK TIMES

MAURICIO LIMA / THE NEW YORK TIMES

Debris from Malaysia 
Airlines Flight 17, which was 
shot down over Ukraine in 
2014 by insurgents using a 
missile supplied by Russia.

Russia 
blamed 
for fake 
news

STOCKHOLM — With a vig-
orous national debate underway 
on whether Sweden should en-
ter a military partnership with 
NATO, officials in Stockholm 
suddenly encountered an unset-
tling problem: a flood of  distort-
ed and outright false informa-
tion on social media, confusing 
public perceptions of  the issue.

The claims were alarming: If  
Sweden, a non-NATO member, 
signed the deal, the alliance 
would stockpile secret nuclear 
weapons on Swedish soil; NATO 
could attack Russia from Swe-
den without government ap-
proval; NATO soldiers, immune 
from prosecution, could rape 
Swedish women without fear of  
criminal charges.

They were all false, but the 
disinformation had begun spill-
ing into the traditional news 
media, and as the defense min-
ister, Peter Hultqvist, traveled 
the country to promote the pact 
in speeches and town hall meet-
ings, he was repeatedly grilled 
about the bogus stories.

“People were not used to it, 
and they got scared, asking what 
can be believed, what should be 

Experts say Kremlin 
exploits social media to 
sow discord in the West
By NEIL MACFARQUHAR
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO FAKE » PAGE A2

US reaches goal to host Syrian refugees 

AMMAN, Jordan — The U.S. will 
reach its target this week of  taking in 
10,000 Syrian war refugees in a year-old 
resettlement program, the U.S. ambas-
sador to Jordan said Sunday, after meet-
ing families headed to California and 
Virginia.

The resettlement program has 
emerged as an issue in the U.S. presiden-

tial campaign, with Republican nominee 
Donald Trump alleging displaced Syri-
ans pose a potential security threat.

Alice Wells, the U.S. ambassador to 
Jordan, said Sunday that keeping Amer-
icans safe and taking in some of  the 
world’s most vulnerable people are not 
mutually exclusive.

“Refugees are the most thoroughly 
screened category of  travelers to the 
United States, and Syrian refugees are 
subject to even greater scrutiny,” she 
said.

Wells said the target of  resettling 
10,000 Syrian refugees in the U.S. in the 
2016 fiscal year will be reached Monday, 

RAAD ADAYLEH / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Syrian refugee Nadim Fawzi Jouriyeh, 49, speaks 
to reporters at the Amman, Jordan, office of the 
International Organization for Migration on Sunday. 
Jouriyeh is flanked by sons Farouq, 8, and Hamzeh, 12. 

By KARIN LAUB
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Arrivals this week fulfill 
Obama pledge to resettle 
10,000 fleeing civil war


