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Missile 
leaves 
Japan 
on edge

Cyclist 
ID’d as 
Cal chief 
counsel

A bike rider killed in a Sun-
day morning hit-and-run crash 
near Guerneville was identified 
Monday as Christopher Patti, 
the widely respected 59-year-
old chief  cam-
pus counsel for 
UC Berkeley. 

CHP officers 
were still look-
ing Monday 
night for the 
driver of  the 
black BMW 
that struck Pat-
ti on the shoul-
der of  Highway 
116. 

An investigation Sunday iden-
tified Jonathan Ritter, 28, of  Rio 
Nido and Monte Rio as a person 
of  interest, said CHP Officer Jon 
Sloat. Officers are seeking Ritter 
to talk to him about whether he 
was driving the vehicle.

Patti’s loss was felt deeply on 
the Berkeley campus, where he 
worked for nearly a decade. 

“I speak for the Berkeley 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea carried out one of  its 
most provocative missile tests in 
recent years early today, hurling 
a ballistic missile directly over 
Japan that prompted the gov-
ernment in Tokyo to warn res-
idents in its path to take cover.

The missile flew over the 
northern island of  Hokkaido 
and landed harmlessly in the 
sea, after a flight of  1,700 miles. 
But the propaganda value for 
the North Koreans was consid-
erable.

Public television programs in 
Japan were interrupted with a 
rare warning screen announc-
ing the missile’s flight over the 
country. Several bullet train 
lines were halted and the gov-
ernment spoke of  the missile 
— only the third North Korean 
projectile to fly over the country 
since 1998 — in unusually dire 
terms.

“North Korea’s reckless ac-
tion of  launching a missile that 
passed over Japan is an un-
precedented, serious and grave 
threat,” said Japan’s prime 
minister, Shinzo Abe. He later 

Pyongyang provocation 
edges up to US ‘red line’
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Whole Foods prices show Amazon effect

Amazon closed its $13.7 bil-
lion acquisition of  Whole Foods 
Monday, affecting hundreds of  
stores in North America and the 
United Kingdom and thousands 
of  shoppers’ grocery bills as 
part of  its pledge to make natu-
ral and organic food “available 
for everyone.”

Amazon immediately lowered 
prices on a number of  items, but 
for regular Whole Foods shop-
pers interviewed Monday in 
Santa Rosa, quality will contin-

ue to outweigh price in terms of  
priorities.

Susan Friedman heard she 
might be saving as much of  a 
dollar on avocados at the Whole 
Foods on Yulupa Avenue be-
cause of  the acquisition, but 
didn’t notice much difference in 
her bill.

She would welcome paying 
less, but what mattered more 
was buying high-quality food 
and interacting with the “won-
derful” staff there.

“It feels like a real neighbor-
hood store,” said Friedman, 
recalling how staff members 
cordially greeted her grandchil-
dren when she brought them to 
the store. KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Kathleen Dunnagan, of Santa Rosa, loads her Whole Foods Market
purchases Monday on Yulupa Avenue in Santa Rosa. 
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Rescue boats fill a flooded street in Houston as flood victims are evacuated Monday from the rising floodwaters of Tropical Storm Harvey.

No relief in sight 
for inundated Texas

TROPICAL STORM HARVEY » CATASTROPHIC FLOODING

HOUSTON — As one of  the 
most destructive storms in the 
nation’s history pummeled 
southeast Texas for a fourth 
day, forecasts on Monday called 
for still more rain, making 
clear that catastrophic flooding 
that had turned neighborhoods 
into lakes was just the start of  
a disaster that would take years 
to overcome.

Local, state and federal offi-
cials conceded that the scale of  
the crisis was so vast that they 
were nowhere near being able 
to measure it, much less fully 
address it.

Across a region that is home 
to millions of  people and in-
cludes Houston, the nation’s 
fourth-largest city, no one has a 
clear idea how many people are 
missing, how many evacuated, 
how many hunkered down or 

were trapped in their water-
logged homes, or how many 
inundated houses and vehicles 
are beyond saving.

It is “one of  the largest disas-
ters America has ever faced,” 

Gov. Greg Abbott said, warn-
ing against expecting anything 
resembling recovery anytime 
soon, or a return to the way 
things were. “We need to rec-
ognize it will be … a new and 

different normal for this entire 
region.”

Local officials reported 10 
deaths possibly related to the 
storm, six of  them in Harris 
County, which includes Hous-
ton. But the painstaking and 
heartbreaking work of  clearing 
streets, going door to door, as-
sessing damage — and finding 
victims — has not yet begun.

Scenes of  people and pets be-
ing rescued from the roofs and 
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Authorities report 10 dead before search and rescue work begins
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Evacuees ride in a boat down Tidwell Road in Houston as floodwaters 
from Tropical Storm Harvey rise Monday.


