
NEW CANNABIS RULES » Board 
approves amendments to 
recreational pot sales.   A3

FOOTBALL SCRAPPED » Low 
turnout forces Healdsburg to 
suspend varsity program.   C1

TASTE OF SONOMA » Annual 
showcase puts Wine Country 
cuisine front and center.   D1

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 29, 2018 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

W I N N E R  O F  T H E  2 0 1 8  P U L I T Z E R  P R I Z E

SANTA ROSA
High 72, Low 54

THE WEATHER, C8

Advice B7
Business B8
Comics B6
Crossword B7
Editorial A6
Horoscopes B5

Lotto A2
Movies D4
Nation-World B1
Newswatch B2
Obituaries B3
State news A5

©2018 The Press Democrat

WINERY ACQUIRED: 
St. Helena’s Long 
Meadow Ranch buys top 
chardonnay producer 
Stony Hill Vineyard / B8

INSIDE

Clean energy bill a step closer

Ponzi 
victims 
recoup 
money 

After a decade of  waiting, 
dozens of  North Coast inves-
tors fleeced in one of  the largest 
Ponzi schemes in state history 
have recouped tens of  millions 
of  dollars from the firm found 
responsible for steering them 
toward a Santa Rosa investment 
adviser later sent to prison for 
fraud. 

A group 
of  47  inves-
tors, most of  
them former 
e m p l o y e e s 
of  Fireman’s 
Fund Insur-
ance Co., won a  
$36.8 million 
judgment in 
2015 in Marin 
County Su-
perior Court 
against the 
company they 
said was responsible for helping 
them to invest their retirement 
savings with AGA Financial. 

The Santa Rosa firm collapsed 
in 2008 and its founder, Gary Ar-
mitage, was sentenced in 2013 
to 10 years in state prison. The 
Healdsburg native was released 
in 2015 after serving just over 
two years.

Then-Attorney General Jerry 
Brown said Armitage and his 
co-defendants “callously swin-
dled thousands of  individuals 
out of  $200 million to bankroll 
their extravagant lifestyles.”

After years of  fruitless ap-
peals, the case is now settled 
and victims have received their 
long-awaited compensation.

“I got back a lot, thank 
God,” said Dee Sunderland, a 
Novato nurse who lost $600,000 

SACRAMENTO — California 
would set some of  the nation’s 
strongest clean energy goals un-
der legislation that cleared a key 
vote in the Assembly on Tues-

day, bringing the state a step 
closer to ending its reliance on 
fossil fuels by phasing out their 
use to generate electricity.

The bill, which would require 
California to obtain 100 percent 
of  its power from renewable 
sources by 2045, has been de-
bated by lawmakers for nearly 
two years as it faced cost and 
feasibility concerns. This week, 
high-profile state and nation-
al politicians gave the cause a 

push by arguing the plan would 
strengthen California’s leader-
ship on the environment.

Lawmakers supporting the 
bill said it was important that 
the state continue its pioneering 
efforts to curb greenhouse gas 
emissions. A new state report 
released this week warned that 
California will face higher tem-
peratures, more wildfires and 
sea-level rise in the coming de-
cades due to climate change.

“The damage 
will continue to 
be done as long 
as we refuse 
to act,” Demo-
cratic Assem-
blyman Ash 
Kalra of  San 
Jose said. “There are no more 
tomorrows left.”

In addition to the 2045 target, 
Senate Bill 100 would also re-
quire electric utilities and other 

service providers to generate 
60 percent of  their power from 
renewable sources by 2030, up 
from the current 50 percent goal 
set for that date.

The bill now heads to the Sen-
ate for a vote. If  it is signed by 
the governor, California would 
become the second state in the 
U.S. to rely solely on renewable 
energy by 2045. Hawaii was the 

State’s power would 
come from renewable 
sources by 2045
By LIAM DILLON
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Company responsible 
for directing investors 
to SR adviser pays up
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Gary
Armitage
Investment 
adviser was 
sentenced for 
fraud in 2013.
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Governor signs 
bill eliminating 
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on trial  / B1
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Coffey Park neighbors, from left, John Swamstrom, May Salido, Adam Wachter (in hat), Shelly Wachter (with her dog, Libby), Travis Ogelsby, Tricia 
Woods, Brian Bushon and a person who did not want to be identified get together in a cul-de-sac off Hopper Lane to socialize and relax Monday 
as their houses, which were damaged by the Tubbs fire last year, are rebuilt.

As long shadows fell upon the 
dirt lot, a rabbi, two wildfire 
survivors and a smattering of  

well-wishers lifted plastic wine glass-
es and toasted each other, “L’chaim,” 
meaning “to life.”

Later, the Rabbi Mendel Wol-
vovsky raised to his lips a shofar, a 
serpentine ram’s horn from which 
he gave a series of  high-pitched 
blasts. The sound amounted to a 
wake-up call, he said, a reminder 
that what happened in the past need 
not determine the future and that 
“tomorrow can always be a better 
day.”

Wolvovsky, rabbi of  the Sonoma 
County Chabad Jewish Center, led 

By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Neighbors Connect
COFFEY PARK CHRONICLES » Survivors of October wildfires 
gather with former residents to vent, celebrate life events 

ABOUT  
THE SERIES
As part of an ongoing 
series, The Press Dem-
ocrat is following the 
residents and recovery 
of Coffey Park, the Santa 
Rosa neighborhood  
destroyed by the Tubbs 
fire. Read all of the 
stories online at   
pressdemocrat.com

Rabbi Mendel Wol-
vovsky of Chabad 
Jewish Center blows 
a shofar to bless the 
rebuilding of a home 
razed in the Tubbs 
fire belonging to 
Barbara Winestock, 
middle, and her son, 
Dylan Chadwick, 19.

Major wildfire response bill finalized

State lawmakers Tuesday 
night quickly finalized a pro-
posed wildfire response bill that 
would allow PG&E to lean on 
ratepayers as it seeks to cover 

staggering costs from the 2017 
wildfires.

But to do so, the utility would 
have to open its books to the Cal-
ifornia Public Utilities Commis-
sion for a stress test  to “deter-
mine whether those costs and 
expenses are just and reason-
able,” according to a 62-page bill 
by state Sen. Bill Dodd, D-Napa.

The bill, SB 901, was approved 
on a 7-1 vote with one member 
abstaining and one absent and 

faces a Friday night deadline to 
be approved by both houses of  
the Legislature.

If  it becomes law, the com-
mission would be authorized to 
assess PG&E’s finances to cal-
culate the “maximum amount 
the corporation can pay without 
harming ratepayers or materi-
ally impacting its ability to pro-
vide adequate and safe service.” 

For any fire costs deemed 
reasonable by the commission, 

PG&E or any other utility may 
apply for state-sponsored fund-
ing, including recovery bonds 
that would be repaid by ratepay-
ers.

The average residential cus-
tomer would pay about $5 a 
year for every billion dollars 
in financing over the life of  the 
bond, PG&E said.

PG&E has said it expects to 

Compromise would let 
PG&E pass on some costs 
after financial stress test
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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