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CLINTON’S PLAN FOR  
MENTAL HEALTH: Presi-
dental hopeful would fully 
integrate services into the 
health care system / A7

INSIDE

TUESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2016 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

SR GETS GREEN 
BICYCLE LANES »  
Brightly colored 
areas meant 
to aid cyclists 
through busy 
intersections.   A3

MARATHON 
BLUNDER »  
A day later, 
people are asking 
how runners 
were misrouted 
yet again.   B1

Federal 
lawsuit 
seeks bail 
reform

WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama’s civil rights 
lawyers are seeking a potential-
ly far-reaching ruling to hold 
that the Constitution forbids 
the common practice of  keeping 
people in jail before a trial, even 
for minor offenses, just because 
they are too poor to pay for bail.

Every day, about 450,000 peo-
ple are held under arrest in city 
and county jails because they 
cannot afford bail, according to 
the Southern Center for Human 
Rights and Equal Justice Under 
Law, a Washington-based civil 
rights group.

Last week, the Justice Depart-
ment intervened on their side in 
a Georgia case which challenges 
the use of  fixed bail schedules 
for people who are arrested.

It began when Maurice Walk-
er, a poor and disabled man, was 
arrested last year as a “pedestri-
an under the influence” and was 
held in jail for six days in Cal-
houn, Ga., because he could not 
afford the standard $160 bail.

The Constitution forbids 
“punishing people for their pov-
erty,” the government’s civil 
rights lawyers argued in a brief  
to the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of  

By DAVID G. SAVAGE
TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU

Ruling could ban jail for 
those too poor to pay  
fines for minor offenses
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President Barack Obama’s 
civil rights lawyers are chal-
lenging the bail system.

Hollywood’s master of comedic anxiety  

LOS ANGELES — Gene Wilder, the 
frizzy-haired actor who brought his deft 
comedic touch to such unforgettable roles 
as the neurotic accountant in “The Pro-
ducers” and the mad scientist of  “Young 
Frankenstein,” has died. He was 83.

Wilder’s nephew said Monday that the 

actor and writer died late Sunday at his 
home in Stamford, Connecticut, from 
complications from Alzheimer’s disease.

Jordan Walker-Pearlman said in a state-
ment that Wilder was diagnosed with the 
disease three years ago, but kept the con-
dition private so as not to dishearten fans.

“He simply couldn’t bear the idea of  one 
less smile in the world,” Walker-Pearlman 
said.

Wilder started his acting career on the 
stage, but millions knew him from his 
work in the movies, especially his col-
laborations with Mel Brooks on “The 
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Gene Wilder, who starred in such film classics as 
“Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory” and “Young 
Frankenstein” died Sunday. He was 83.

By SANDY COHEN
AP ENTERTAINMENT WRITER
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Showman to the last, Wilder 
hid his Alzheimer’s disease so 
as not to dishearten his fans

SACRAMENTO — Four decades after he 
signed the nation’s first law giving farmwork-
ers collective bargaining rights, California 
Gov. Jerry Brown will again consider a historic 
proposal calling for farmworkers to receive the 
same overtime pay as other hourly workers af-
ter the Assembly approved legislation Monday 
to phase in the change.

California employers are already mandated 
to pay time-and-a half  to farmworkers after  
10 hours in a day or 60 hours in a week. That’s 
longer than the overtime pay for all other work-
ers, who get it after eight hours in a day or  
40 hours a week.

The Assembly passed the proposal with a  
44-32 vote after two hours of  debate over wheth-
er the increase in wages would cause managers 
to cut hours or jobs.

“There may be situations where people may 
believe that they will lose something in terms 
of  economics, but my father taught me that it 

Farmworker overtime bill passes
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Gov. Brown faces decision whether 
to treat all hourly workers the same
By ALISON NOON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Assemblywoman 
Lorena Gonzalez, 
D-San Diego, right, 
is congratulated by 
Assemblywoman 
Nora Campos, 
D-San Jose, after 
the Assembly 
approved her 
bill requiring 
farmworkers to 
receive overtime 
pay after working 
eight hours.
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Erin Morales used a portable defibrillator on Richard Allen after he collapsed Saturday while playing tennis at La Cantera Racquet and Swim Club 
in Santa Rosa.

The shock of his life

Two days after his heart stopped and 
he dropped down onto the tennis 
court, Richard Allen is thanking 

cool-headed thinking and a handy defibril-
lator for bringing him back to life.

Allen was playing tennis around noon 
Saturday at La Cantera Racquet and Swim 
Club in Santa Rosa when he was seized by 
a heart attack that left him without a pulse 
for several minutes.

Allen credits the quick response of  club 
manager Erin Morales with saving his life 
after she grabbed a portable defibrillator 
in her office and zapped him back from the 
brink.

“How many people would have that kind 
of  composure to come out with a defibril-
lator when they see someone dying on the 
tennis court?” he said Monday. “Basically, 
according to my doctor, I was dead brief-
ly.”

Allen, 65, plays tennis about four times a 
week and was in the midst of  a mixed dou-
bles game. As he reached down for a ball, 
he felt a little short of  breath and dizzy. 

Then nothing.
Witnesses said he crumpled to the 

ground.
Dr. Richard Strunin, an anesthesiolo-

gist who also was playing tennis, began 
administering CPR, while others ran to 
the clubhouse. But the chest compressions 
were not enough.

Tennis court cardiac victim saved by staffer using defibrillator
By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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“How many people would have that kind of 
composure to come out with a defibrillator when 
they see someone dying on the tennis court?”
RICHARD ALLEN, on his rescuer’s quick thinking


