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CAMP CLEANUP » Public works crews remove 
trash from homeless site in SR business park.   A3

A’S FALLING BEHIND » Oakland slips in standings 
after loss to AL West-leading Houston.   C1
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Wildfire bill: Bailout or sensible?

State 
passes 
bill on 
alerts 

A bill that would create 
statewide standards for warn-
ing the public about wildfires, 
floods, earthquakes and other 
emergencies awaits Gov. Jerry 
Brown’s signa-
ture after both 
houses of  the 
Legislature vot-
ed unanimous-
ly to approve it 
this week. 

S e n a t e 
Bill  833 was 
put forward by 
several North 
Coast law-
makers, including Sen. Mike 
McGuire, D-Healdsburg, after 
widespread public criticism 
about ineffective emergency 
notifications during last year’s 
firestorm. The legislation 
passed Monday in the state As-
sembly and Tuesday in the state 
Senate. 

“Lives depend on the Legis-
lature and the governor taking 
swift action to ensure statewide 
emergency alert standards 
are adopted, training for local 
emergency managers is imple-
mented and we invest in a more 
proactive and effective mutual 
aid response system,” McGuire 
said in a statement earlier this 
week. “In the age of  mega-fires, 
we need to have a universal 
emergency alert system in all 
58 counties.”

McGuire introduced the bill in 
partnership with Sens. Bill Dodd 
and Jerry Hill, along with As-
semblymembers Cecilia Aguiar- 

PG&E would pay no more for 
the billions of  dollars in dam-
age done by last year’s wild-
fires than it can afford without 
harming ratepayers or its abil-
ity to deliver services under a 

bill headed for a final decision 
Friday night in the state Legis-
lature.

That standard — at the heart 
of  a 62-page wildfire response 
bill produced at a breakneck 
pace over the past month — 
marks the divide between 
critics who say it’s a bailout 
for PG&E versus those who 
warn that beating up on the 
utility giant  will hit almost 
everyone’s pocketbook. 

Already, state investigators 

have found the utility’s 
equipment responsi-
ble for starting 16 ma-
jor wildfires last year. 
A finding on the most 
destructive blaze, the 
Tubbs fire, is still pend-
ing. 

James Gore, chairman of  the 
Sonoma County Board of  Super-
visors, said he is among those 
who consider the bill a “grand 
compromise” in a high-stakes is-
sue that has both emotional and 

economic impacts in 
Sonoma County, where 
24 people died and more 
than 5,300 homes were 
incinerated in the Octo-
ber wildfires.

“If  everybody’s a little 
bit happy and a little bit 

pissed off it probably achieved 
what it should have,” Gore said.

If  the market is any indi-
cation, PG&E has had a good 
week so far as details of  the bill 
emerged and the utility’s stock 

went up by $4, or 10  percent, 
since Friday.

Noreen Evans, a Santa Rosa 
attorney who is part of  a le-
gal team representing about 
2,000 fire survivors suing PG&E, 
said the bill ratified Tuesday 
night by a special legislative 
committee “didn’t do anything 
for fire victims.” 

Fire victims, as PG&E rate-
payers, “will be paying for their 

Advocates for utilities, 
ratepayers, fire victims 
weigh in ahead of vote
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Law awaits governor’s 
signature, would create 
standards for warnings
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Assembly bill 
would require 
abortion 
medication  
at public 
colleges / B1

US citizens being denied passports

PHARR, Texas — On paper, he’s a 
devoted U.S. citizen.

His official American birth certifi-
cate shows he was delivered by a mid-
wife in Brownsville, at the southern 
tip of  Texas. He spent his life wearing 

American uniforms: three years as a 
private in the Army, then as a cadet in 
the Border Patrol and now as a state 
prison guard.

But when Juan, 40, applied to re-
new his U.S. passport this year, the 
government’s response floored him. 
In a letter, the State Department said 
it didn’t believe he was an American 
citizen.

As he would later learn, Juan is one 
of  a growing number of  people whose 
official birth records show they were 
born in the United States but who are 

now being denied passports — their 
citizenship suddenly thrown into 
question. The Trump administration 
is accusing hundreds, and possibly 
thousands, of  Hispanics along the 
border of  using fraudulent birth cer-
tificates since they were babies, and 
it is undertaking a widespread crack-
down on their citizenship.

In a statement, the State Depart-
ment said that it “has not changed 
policy or practice regarding the 

CAROLYN VAN HOUTEN  / WASHINGTON POST

Two women, Maria and Lupita, were born in the U.S., 
but the government is questioning their citizenship be-
cause it suspects their birth certificates are fraudulent, 
even though they were issued by Texas decades ago.

Administration questioning 
birth certificates of hundreds 
of Hispanics in border areas
By KEVIN SIEFF
WASHINGTON POST
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Nicole Rinehart, a fifth-grade teacher at Village Elementary School, cares for her daughter, Charlotte, in Rohnert Park on Wednesday. Rinehart is 
interested in living in the town homes that the Sonoma County Office of Education is considering building in southwest Santa Rosa.

Teacher housing studied 
AFFORDABILITY CRISIS » County Office of Education, Santa Rosa City 
School District seek to build homes for employees filling crucial jobs

Nicole Rinehart dreamed of  one 
day owning a home as her grand-
parents and parents had done in 

Sonoma County on middle-class incomes.
But as housing prices have soared more 

quickly than her teacher salary, she said 
it’s unlikely she and her firefighter hus-
band will ever afford a down payment for 
a house. 

“We just welcomed our daughter in July, 
and it terrifies me that our housing situa-
tion is subject to the whims of  a landlord 
who could raise the rent,” said Rinehart, 

who lives in a two-bedroom condominium 
in Rohnert Park with her husband, their 
newborn daughter and two cats.

Rinehart, a lifelong Sonoma Coun-
ty resident and fifth-grade teacher at 
Village Elementary School in the Rincon 
Valley Union School District, said their 
$1,950 monthly rent takes up 60 percent of  
her teaching income, or 40 percent of  their 
combined household income. 

“It seems unfair that as two public ser-
vants who give so much time and effort to 
our communities, we are unable to afford 
a home in our community,” she said.

The Sonoma County Office of  Education 
is looking for ways to help teachers such 

as Rinehart. 
It’s considering building 30 to 35 town 

homes for public school teachers and em-
ployees who are unable to afford the area’s 
rising housing costs on 3 acres of  land it 
owns behind Amarosa Academy in south-
west Santa Rosa. It’s accepting proposals 
from affordable housing developers until 
the end of  September.

Twelve developers have expressed 
interest so far, Sonoma County Schools 
Superintendent Steve Herrington said.

“Housing is not our priority; education 
is. We’re just trying to create an avenue of  

By SUSAN MINICHIELLO
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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