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In tiebreaking finale, Dixon snatches 
title from leader Montoya Sports

IndyCar Championship

The great debate 
over rent control
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RENTERS’ SHOCK: Jen Schallert’s former Santa Rosa landlord told her after her lease ended that she would have to pay $300 more, or nearly $2,000 a month for 
a 900-square-foot apartment. Ten months after moving out, Schallert, who has two children, is still sleeping on an air bed in her mother’s Larkfield home. 

Late last October, Jen Schallert got 
a notice slapped on the door of  the 
two-bedroom Santa Rosa apartment 

where she lived with her children. Her 
lease was up, and if  they wanted to stay in 
the Rincon Valley complex, they’d have to 
move to a new unit and pay nearly $2,000 per 
month, a $300 increase.

The 34-year-old divorced mother of  two 
figured for that kind of  money, she and her 
kids ought to at least be able to rent a house 
with a yard instead of  a 900-square-foot 
apartment.

Ten months after moving out, Schallert, 
who works in marketing for a telecom-
munications startup in Santa Rosa, is still 
sleeping on an air mattress in her mother’s 
Larkfield home.

“I’ve never had this kind of  trouble find-
ing a home before,” Schallert said last week. 
“My kids had to start school without being 
able to sleep in their own beds.”

After months of  searching and spending 
more than $600 on rental applications, most 
of  which never even resulted in her credit 
being checked, Schallert thought she’d final-
ly found a home in Sebastopol that she and a 
friend could rent for $2,600.

The real estate agent initially told Schal-
lert the place was theirs. But later that 
evening, the agent left her a troubling voice 

HOUSING SQUEEZE

Tenants, landlords at odds as SR set to explore regulating rents
By KEVIN McCALLUM

THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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LANDLORDS’ DILEMMA: Dorothy Beattie, who owns a four-unit property on Slater Street in Santa 
Rosa, says the idea that the city might now cap annual rent increases means she would be penalized 
for having kept rents stable and prevented from raising revenue to meet ever-increasing costs.

As wells go dry, Central Valley families cope

TULARE

Looking for water to flush his toilet, 
Tino Lozano pointed a garden 
hose at some buckets in the bare 

dirt of  his yard. It’s his daily ritual now 
in a community built by refugees from 
Oklahoma’s Dust Bowl. But only a trick-
le came out; then a drip, then nothing 
more.

“There it goes,” said Lozano, a 40-year-

old disabled vet, masking his despera-
tion with a smile. “That’s how we do it in 
Okieville now.”

Millions of  Californians are being 
inconvenienced in this fourth year of  
drought, urged to flush toilets less often, 
take shorter showers and let lawns turn 
brown. But it’s dramatically worse in 
places like Okieville, where wells have 
gone dry for many of  the 100 modest 
homes that share cracked streets with-
out sidewalks or streetlights in Califor-
nia’s Central Valley.

Farming in Tulare County brought in 
$8.1 billion in 2014, more than any other 
county in the nation, according to its 
agricultural commissioner. Yet 1,252 of  
its household wells today are dry, more 
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Tino Lozano looks into a bucket as the last of his 
available well water drips from a hose June 30 in 
front of his home in the community of Okieville. 

With Tulare County farmers using 
what little water there is, residents 
face ‘Third-World-type conditions’

By SCOTT SMITH
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WES CRAVEN DIES AT 76: 
Horror master once had 
run-in with SR school board 
over ‘Scream’  / A3

RISING RENTS

The average rent in Santa Rosa has increased 37 percent in four years, according to RealFacts. The 
average rent for a two-bedroom apartment in the city has increased 39 percent during that same time:

$1,180
2011

$1,238
2012

$1,349
2013

$1,517
2014

$1,640
2015

Mount 
McKinley 

to be 
renamed 

WASHINGTON — The Obama 
administration will change the 
name of North America’s tall-
est mountain peak from Mount 
McKinley to Denali, the White 
House said Sunday, a major sym-
bolic gesture to Alaska Natives 
on the eve of  President Barack 
Obama’s historic visit to Alaska.

By renaming the peak Denali, 
an Athabascan word meaning 
“the high one,” Obama waded 
into a sensitive and decades-old 
conflict between residents of  
Alaska and Ohio. Alaskans 
have informal-
ly called the 
mountain De-
nali for years, 
but the federal 
g ove r n m e n t 
recognizes its name invoking 
the 25th president, William 
McKinley, who was born in 
Ohio and assassinated early in 
his second term.

“With our own sense of  rev-
erence for this place, we are of-
ficially renaming the mountain 
Denali in recognition of  the tra-
ditions of  Alaska Natives and 
the strong support of  the people 
of  Alaska,” Interior Secretary 
Sally Jewell said.

The announcement came 
as Obama prepared to open a 
three-day visit to Alaska aimed 
at infusing fresh urgency into 
his call to action on climate 
change. To the dismay of  some 
Alaska Republicans, the White 
House has choreographed the 
trip to showcase melting gla-
ciers and other cherished nat-
ural wonders in Alaska that 
Obama says are threatened by 
warmer temperatures.

But Obama’s visit is also 
geared toward displaying soli-
darity with Alaska Natives, who 
face immense economic chal-
lenges and have warned of  in-
sufficient help from the federal 

Associated Press, 2011

Tallest mountain in U.S. will be 
renamed Denali.
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With Denali, White House 
makes symbolic gesture on 
eve of historic visit to Alaska
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