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IT’S A GIRL! » Giraffe gives birth to 140-pound calf,  
the 37th giraffe baby born at Safari West.   A3

DELECTABLE SEASIDE TREAT » Park rangers teach 
ins and outs of gathering seaweed to eat.   D1
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PRESEASON FINALES: 
Players fighting for a 
roster spot with  49ers or 
Raiders have final chance 
to impress coaches / C1

INSIDE

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Glen Ellen Cal Fire firefighter Owen Bradish douses hot spots around an oak tree snag Wednesday during a 2-acre brush fire off Bennett Valley 
Road near Bennett Ridge. Red flag warnings will be in effect starting this evening.

Oppressive heat coming 
PUBLIC’S HEALTH AT RISK » With triple-digit highs forecast,  
residents urged to stay inside, drink water, watch power usage 

When a brush fire broke out 
Wednesday afternoon in the 2500 
block of  Spring Hill Road in Peta-

luma, Cal Fire crews jumped on it quickly, 
stopping its spread within half  an hour 
and holding it to 12 acres. 

It’s exactly the kind of  situation fire-
fighters are preparing for this Labor Day 
weekend as the entire Bay Area braces for 
what federal forecasters Wednesday called 
a wave of  “oppressive heat” expected to ar-
rive Friday with a span of  triple-digit days 
that will mark the hottest on the calendar 
so far in 2017.

With it will come heightened risks for 

public health and an increased chance of  
what the National Weather Service called 
“explosive fire growth,” a potentially 
destructive and deadly outlook in what is 
typically the most active time of  the year 
for wildfires in Northern California.

The last time the Bay Area had such a 
wide-scale and pronounced heat wave was 
July 2006, weather officials said. 

In Santa Rosa, temperatures are forecast 
to climb to 107 degrees Friday and linger 
above 100 degrees through Sunday, dip-
ping below triple digits Monday, when the 
high is set to reach 98 degrees. 

In the northern part of  the county and 
inland, it’s expected to be even hotter, with 

By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Santa Rosa City Council mem-
bers may soon be elected from 
specific areas of  the city instead 
of  the city as a whole to avert a 
threatened lawsuit alleging its 
current election system does not 
give Latino voters a fair voice in 
city governance.

Facing a potentially costly 

lawsuit that one council mem-
ber likened to “extortion,” the 
City Council late Tuesday night 
voted unanimously to begin 
the process of  abolishing the 
current system of  at-large elec-
tions, where all seven council 
members represent the entire 
city. It would be replaced with 
district-based contests, where 
council members are elected 
from smaller geographic areas.

Voters soundly rejected that 
exact change in 2012, but council 
members said the recent threat 
of  a lawsuit from an attorney 
representing a voting rights 
group was forcing their hand. 

“I don’t want to waste the 
public’s dollars trying to fight a 
lawsuit that I don’t think we can 
win,” Councilman Chris Roger 
said. 

The move promises to radi-
cally change the city’s political 
landscape in the long term, and 
nothing short of  upheaval in the 
short term as the tight timelines 

required by the 2002 California 
Voting Rights Act threaten to 
bring other city initiatives to a 
standstill as the city races to im-
plement the change. 

“This will take precedence 
over everything else we are do-
ing because we cannot afford to 
misstep,” said Councilman John 
Sawyer, a past opponent of  dis-
trict elections. 

The council approved a  
90-day timeline that will involve 
at least four public meetings to 

SR moves toward elections by district
90-DAY TIMELINE »  City Council dumps at-large 
voting to avoid lawsuit; issue revisited in November
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

PROJECTED HIGH TEMPERATURES
A sampling of forecasted highs around Sonoma 
County for this weekend:
 Friday Saturday Sunday 
Santa Rosa 103 107 99 
Sonoma 115  112  107 
Cloverdale 109  109  105 
Petaluma 105  105  100 
Ukiah 110  109  108 
Healdsburg 109  108  100 
Lakeport 106  107  103 
Sebastopol 101  104  94
Source: National Weather Service

INSIDE
Illegal campfire suspected of causing growing 
fire near Oroville; suspect detained / A5
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Harvey punishes Gulf region
INSIDE
Floods have 
raised questions 
about Houston’s 
development 
approach / B1

NEWTON, Texas — For the 
streets of  Newton, a small town 
on the Texas side of  the Loui-
siana state line, to become im-
passable, “the flood would have 
to be biblical,” Kristen Rogers 
was told when she peeked into 

the sheriff’s office looking for 
guidance.

“That’s what they said about 
Houston,” replied Rogers, who 
was looking for a dry way out of  
rural Texas on her way to Flor-
ida.

But as Houston, the urban 
behemoth that has so far been 
the focal point in the unfolding 
drama of  Hurricane Harvey, 
began gingerly to assess the 
devastation, the storm marched 
on to conquer a vast new swath 
speckled with small towns and 
home to millions of  people who 

were shocked anew by Harvey’s 
tenaciously destructive power. 
Officials faced a population in 
dire need but far more difficult 
to reach.

Flooding and rain, topping 
47 inches in some areas, pound-
ed 50 counties in southeast 
and lower central Texas with a 
combined population of  rough-
ly 11 million people. The area 
includes more than 300 towns 
and smaller cities that felt the 
storm’s punishing force, even 

Small towns in rural 
Texas, Louisiana hit; 
residents hard to reach
By CAMPBELL ROBERTSON 
AND RICK ROJAS
NEW YORK TIMES
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A girl carries 
donated sup-
plies in a trash 
bag inside the 
NRG Center 
in Houston on 
Wednesday.

DAVID J. PHILLIP / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Feds, 
county 
disagree 
on holds

The killing of  a Santa Rosa 
woman by an undocumented 
immigrant two weeks ago has 
exposed a constitutional feud 
between federal and county 
governments over the detention 
of  immigrants at the Sonoma 
County Jail.

The dispute 
stems from 
the release of  
a Guatemalan 
national, Nery 
Israel Estrada- 
Margos, 38, who 
bailed out of  
the jail Aug. 3, a 
day after being 
booked on do-
mestic battery charges. 

While in custody, Estrada- 
Margos’ fingerprints matched 
those in an Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement database. 

The federal agency sent an 
immigration detainer request 
to jail officials, asking them to 
hold Estrada-Margos for up to 
48  hours so it could take him 
into federal custody because he 
had returned to the country ille-
gally after a 2008 deportation to 
Guatemala.

But the Sonoma County 
Sheriff’s Office doesn’t recog-
nize such detainer requests. 
Estrada-Margos went free on  
$30,000 bail. Two weeks later, 
on Aug. 18, he turned himself  
into Santa Rosa police saying he 
killed his girlfriend, Veronica 

Murder case reveals 
dispute over inmate 
detention at jails
By NICK RAHAIM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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