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MORE THAN JEWELRY » Bracelets made from  
life jackets raise money for Syrian refugees.   A3

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL » Santa Rosa Panthers, 
off to a promising start, now face Ukiah.   C1

W I N N E R  O F  T H E  2 0 1 8  P U L I T Z E R  P R I Z E

SANTA ROSA
High 85, Low 52
THE WEATHER, C8

Advice B7
Business B8
Classified B4

Comics B6
Crossword B7
Editorial A10

Lotto A2
Movies D6
Nation-World B1

Obituaries B3
Sonoma Go D1
State news A6

BAY AREA MAINSTAYS: Rappers E-40, Andre 
Nickatina, Nef the Pharoah and OMB Peezy 
play Rohnert Park show next week / D1

©2018 
The Press 
Democrat

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Rohnert Park police investigate a fatal collision Thursday involving a SMART train and a pedestrian near Commerce Boulevard. Investigators have 
not yet determined why the 29-year-old man was in the train’s path. It was the third pedestrian death involving the year-old rail service.

3rd pedestrian dies in 
SMART train collision

ROHNERT PARK » Engineer sounded horn to warn man

A northbound SMART com-
muter train struck and killed 
a man on the railroad tracks in 
Rohnert Park near Commerce 
Boulevard late Thursday after-
noon, police said.

It was the third pedestrian fa-
tality involving a SMART train 
for the year-old North Bay com-
muter rail service. Both pre-
vious deaths were considered 
suicides.

The 29-year-old man, who car-
ried no identification, was found 
lying on the ground near a fence 
about 10 yards from the tracks 
by Rohnert Park officers who 
arrived two minutes after re-
ceiving calls about the incident.

His identity will not be re-
leased until his next of  kin 

have been notified, Rohnert 
Park Public Safety Department 
Cmdr. Aaron Johnson said in a 
statement Thursday night.

Johnson also said it had not 
been determined whether the 
death was a suicide.

The man’s body, covered by 
a tarp, was seen lying west of  
the tracks. Some of  his personal 
belongings, such as a baseball 
cap and jacket, were tagged and 
numbered. Some of  the belong-
ings were located close to the 
tarp while others were farther 
away.

Investigators interviewed 
train passengers as well as sev-
eral other witnesses who were 
in the area, Johnson said. The 
train was carrying 84 people.

One witness said the man, who 
appeared to have headphones 
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On Jan. 31, SMART officials and Santa Rosa police officers investigate 
a pedestrian fatality at the Hearn Avenue crossing in Santa Rosa. The 
January death was later ruled a suicide.
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‘A line in 
the sand’ 
on drilling

Offshore oil drilling foes, 
including state Sen. Mike  
McGuire, on Thursday hailed 
final legislative approval of  two 
bills as California’s best defense 
against a Trump administration 
campaign to pull more petro-
leum from beneath the ocean 
floor.

The two bills — which prohib-
it development of  oil facilities 
in the 3-mile area off the coast 
controlled by the state —  are on 
their way to Gov. Jerry Brown’s 
desk, with supporters cautious-
ly optimistic he will sign them 
into law.

“California has drawn a line 
in the sand,” said McGuire, a 
Healdsburg Democrat. “We will 
do whatever it takes to protect 
our coast, our environment and 
the economy.”

McGuire said the measures 
are timely as President Donald 
Trump “has made it known he 
wants to fast-track six new off-
shore oil leases” off the Califor-
nia coast.

Richard Charter of  Bodega 
Bay, a 40-year veteran of  the 
anti-oil campaign, said the bills 
represent “the one thing a state 
can do when faced with a Trump 
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Pot farm 
facing 
federal 
lawsuit

A group of  Petaluma neigh-
bors is suing a nearby cannabis 
grower in what may be the first 
case in California using a feder-
al racketeering and corruption 
law to seek to bar cultivation 
of  marijuana since it was legal-
ized for recreational use. 

Four families living on Her-
rerias Way east of  Petaluma 
filed the suit this week in U.S. 
District Court in San Francisco. 
They claim the growers, includ-
ing Carlos Zambrano and his 
partners in Green Earth Coffee, 
are raising cannabis without lo-
cal permits or state licenses and 
have prevented residents from 
enjoying their homes because 
of  noxious odors and noise. 

Stefan Bokaie, who with his 
wife, Carol Bokaie, are plain-
tiffs in the case, said the group 
took legal action because they 
are frustrated that Sonoma 
County’s code enforcement 
process has so far failed to stop 
cultivation from occurring in 
about 40  greenhouses erected 
this spring on the 15-acre prop-
erty on Adobe Road near his 
home. 

“If  there’s an illegal cannabis 
grow, it should be shut down; it’s 

Neighbors say cannabis 
smell endangers health, 
keeps them inside
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Tears, laughter at McCain memorial

PHOENIX — A former vice president, 
an NFL star and other friends remem-
bered Sen. John McCain as a “true 
American hero” — and a terrible driver 
with a wicked sense of  humor and love 
of  a good battle — at a crowded church 
service Thursday for the maverick pol-
itician that ended to the tune of  Frank 
Sinatra’s “My Way.”

Addressing an estimated 3,500 mourn-
ers, former Vice President Joe Biden 
recalled “the sheer joy that crossed his 
face when he knew he was about to take 
the stage of  the Senate floor and start a 
fight.”

Biden, a Democrat who was among 

the fast friends the Republican senator 
made across the aisle, said he thought 
of  McCain as a brother, “with a lot of  
family fights.”

The service for the statesman, former 
prisoner of  war and two-time presiden-
tial candidate unfolded at North Phoenix 
Baptist Church after a motorcade bear-
ing McCain’s body made its way from 
the state Capitol past Arizonans waving 
American flags and campaign-style 
McCain signs.

Family members watched in silence as 
uniformed military members removed 
the flag-draped casket from a black 
hearse and carried it into the church. 
McCain died Saturday of  brain cancer 
at age 81.

McCain’s longtime chief  of  staff 
Grant Woods, a former Arizona attorney 
general, drew laughs with a eulogy in 
which he talked about McCain’s “terri-
bly bad driving” and his sense of  humor, 
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In second day of services,  
former VP Biden says he  
considered senator a brother
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Former Vice President Joe Biden wipes a tear away 
while giving a tribute during a memorial service 
Thursday for Sen. John McCain in Phoenix.
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