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Overhaul begins; thousands of 
Sonoma County commuters 
will be affected Empire
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HenHouse leaving Petaluma for Santa Rosa to open new, bigger facility Business

MORE BARRELS 
FOR BREWERY

Moving to stem
water pollution

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

Canoers paddle from the Monte Rio beach on the Russian River on Thursday. State regulators are looking to reduce water pollution.

A newly developed plan designed to improve 
water quality in the Russian River and 
address fecal bacterial contamination 

throughout the watershed will have profound 
ramifications for many North Coast residents, 
as state regulators target faulty sewage systems 
and other means through which human and 
animal waste may be entering waterways.

The state move, outlined in a draft action plan 
released by regulators last month, highlights the 
critical role the river plays as a water supply to 
more than 600,000 North Bay residents and as a 
popular recreational destination, offering swim-
ming, boating and fishing opportunities.

It also shows the contamination problems 
facing the river are complex and multifaceted, af-
fected by everything from failing municipal sew-
er lines, sewage holding ponds and residential 
septic tanks to homeless encampments, grazing 
cattle and dirty diapers left on river beaches.

Communities throughout the 1,484-square-
mile watershed and thousands of  residents 
dependent on septic tanks will be affected to 
varying degrees by the state step, if  only because 
they must demonstrate their systems are operat-
ing correctly.

The plan has implications particularly for 
those in defined “high priority areas” — neigh-

borhoods where bacterial levels have most often 
exceeded acceptable levels and where onsite 
waste disposal systems, like septic tanks, are 
densely located, in close proximity to the river 
and its feeder streams.

Landowners in those areas, concentrated in 
the lower river region, will be subject to special 
inspection and monitoring requirements under 
the plan, and some will need to make potentially 
costly repairs.

“This is a big deal,” said Sonoma County 
Supervisor Efren Carrillo, noting that rough esti-
mates suggest tens of  thousands of  homeowners 
could be affected in communities where income 
disparity is often a problem.

“I don’t want to sound alarmist at all, because 
that’s not my intent, but this really is a very big 
deal for many of  these communities,” Carrillo 
said.

The new proposal represents the latest in a 
string of  attempts to address outdated and failing 
septic systems in the Russian River watershed, 
long deemed a culprit in high bacterial levels.

Previous moves by state regulators have pro-
voked strong opposition from rural landowners, 
and may do again, as the cost of  upgrading faulty 
tanks or centralizing waste disposal through new 
sewer systems has often been seen as prohibitive-
ly high, with geography and the region’s lower 
median income serving as two main hurdles. 

Obama makes push to restore worker’s rights

WASHINGTON — With little fanfare, 
the Obama administration has been pur-
suing an aggressive campaign to restore 
protections for workers that have been 
eroded by business activism, conserva-
tive governance and the evolution of  the 
economy in recent decades.

In the past two months alone, the ad-
ministration has introduced a series of  
regulatory changes. Among them: a rule 
that would make millions more Ameri-

cans eligible for extra overtime pay, and a 
guidance suggesting that many employ-
ers are misclassifying workers as con-
tractors and therefore depriving them 
of  basic workplace protections. That is 
an issue central to the 
growth of  so-called gig 
economy companies like 
Uber.

A little more than a 
week ago, a federal ap-
peals panel affirmed an 
earlier regulation grant-
ing nearly 2 million pre-
viously exempted home 
care workers minimum wage and over-
time protections. And on Thursday, Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s appointees to the 
National Labor Relations Board pushed 
through an important ruling that makes 

CAROLYN KASTER / Associated Press

President Barack Obama addresses the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin in La Crosse, Wisc., on July 2 to 
promote a proposed Labor Department rule that 
would make more workers eligible for overtime.

RUSSIAN RIVER

Faulty sewage systems would be targeted under new state proposal
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As president’s term wanes,
aggressive steps being taken  
to improve labor regulations

RUSSIAN RIVER 
MEETINGS
Key dates:

 ■ Public Workshop, 
Monte Rio
Sept. 22, 6-9 p.m. 
Monte Rio Middle School, 
20700 Foothill Drive

 ■ Public Workshop, 
Ukiah
Sept. 23, 6-9 p.m.
UC Cooperative Extension, 
890 N. Bush St.

 ■ Public Workshop, 
Santa Rosa
Sept. 24, 5-8 p.m.
Regional Water Board, 5550 
Skylane Blvd., Suite A

 ■ Deadline for Public 
Comments
Oct. 8

 ■ Public Hearing,  
Possible Adoption
Nov. 19, 8:30 a.m.
Regional Water Board, 5550 
Skylane Blvd., Suite A

Booted 
book club 
weighing 
lawsuit

A San Francisco civil rights 
attorney said Monday the book 
club of  10 black women and one 
white woman that was kicked 
off the Napa Valley Wine Train 
for being too noisy is consider-
ing a lawsuit alleging racial dis-
crimination.

Attorney Waukeen McCoy, 
who was hired last week by Sis-
tahs of  the Reading Edge Book 
Club, said similar lawsuits have 
brought up to $5 million in dam-
ages.

McCoy said an offer by Wine 
Train officials to host the wom-
en on another trip in a 50-seat 
private car was a “slap in the 
face” to his clients, who were 
humiliated by the incident.

He said the women want train 
employees to undergo sensi-
tivity and diversity training so 
another group does not have 
the same experience. They also 
want financial compensation 
that was greater than the ap-
proximately $6,000-package of-
fered by the train, McCoy said.

“I think it’s ridiculous for 
them to kick these women off 
the train and offer tickets to go 
back on it,” McCoy said.

McCoy said he was trying to 
arrange a meeting this week 
to discuss possible settlement 
terms. 

Tony Giaccio, the train’s chief  
executive officer, did not return 
a call Monday seeking com-
ment. A train spokesman, Kevin 
Keane, said the excursion com-
pany has not been contacted by 
the women’s attorney.

Giaccio last week apologized 
to the book club, saying the 
Wine Train was “100 percent 
wrong” in its handling of  the is-
sue. He offered at the time to put 
in place and take part in “addi-
tional cultural diversity sensi-
tivity training.”

Hacked data: 
Russia, China 
seek US spies

WASHINGTON — Foreign 
spy services, especially in Chi-
na and Russia, are aggressively 
aggregating and cross-indexing 
hacked U.S. computer databases 
— including security clearance 
applications, airline records and 
medical insurance forms — to 
identify U.S. intelligence officers 
and agents, U.S. officials said.

At least one clandestine net-
work of  American engineers 
and scientists who provide 
technical assistance to U.S. un-
dercover operatives and agents 
overseas has been compromised 
as a result, according to two U.S. 
officials.

The Obama administration 
has scrambled to boost cyber- 
defenses for federal agencies 
and crucial infrastructure as 
foreign-based attacks have pen-
etrated government websites 
and email systems, social media 
accounts and, most important, 
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Lawyer says women kicked 
off Napa Wine Train may 

allege racial discrimination

CLIMATE 
CHANGE
Obama calls for 
more global  
commitments 
to help reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions  / A3


