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NEW PLAYGROUND IN ROSELAND » Revitalization 
efforts continue in neighborhood’s plaza.  A3

SR MARATHON » Route snafu that sent some 
racers offcourse unlikely the pacer’s fault.  C1
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REARVIEW CAMERAS FOR 
CYCLISTS: More bikers in 
county using technology 
to document aggressive 
drivers on road / D1

INSIDE

Two sisters killed as 
car careens into river 

PHOTOS BY BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A girl’s backpack sits on the side of the road next to debris from a car after a wreck Wednesday killed two sisters. Their mother lost control of her 
vehicle, which careened down an embankment into a river on Petaluma Boulevard North in Petaluma.

For the second time in eight days, 
two young Sonoma County sisters 
died while on their way to school 

when their mother lost control of  her car 
Wednesday on Petaluma Boulevard North 
and crashed into the Petaluma River.

The girls, identified by the Sonoma 
County Coroner’s Office as Sayra, 7, and 
Delilah Gonzalez, 9, of  Rohnert Park, were 
trapped in their mother’s car, which ended 
upside down and submerged in the river 
just after 8 a.m.

Their mother, Alexandra Hernandez, 26, 
also of  Rohnert Park, was able to escape. 
The CHP reported she was not a licensed 
driver.

The similarities between the Aug. 22 
crash near Jenner that killed 4- and 7-year-
old sisters, and Wednesday morning’s are 
eerily grim.

Both killed young sisters. In both, moth-
ers lost control of  their vehicles, went 
down steep embankments and ended up 
in rivers. Both times, the mothers escaped. 
And in both cases, although civilians and 
law enforcement repeatedly tried rescuing 
the girls from their watery trap, they died.

“The fact that we’ve had two of  these in 
several days, it’s weighing heavily on a lot 
of  people right now. ... I have not seen any-

Petaluma Community Service Officer Kim Mota, left, walks with Petaluma Police Officer Dustin 
Rodrigues at the scene where two girls, 7 and 9, drowned after a car wreck in Petaluma.

ONLINE: See more photographs and a video at pressdemocrat.com

PETALUMA » MOTHER LOSES CONTROL OF VEHICLE

Second fatal wreck in county in 8 days mirrors Jenner calamity
By J.D. MORRIS AND RANDI ROSSMANN
The PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Scientists find  ‘oldest fossils ever seen’
Scientists probing a newly ex-

posed, formerly snow-covered out-
cropping in Greenland claim they 
have discovered the oldest fossils 
ever seen, the remnants of  microbial 
mats that lived 3.7 billion years ago.

It’s a stunning announcement in a 
scientific field that is always conten-
tious. But if  confirmed, this would 
push the established fossil record 
more than 200 million years deeper 
into the Earth’s early history and 

provide support for the view that life 
appeared very soon after the Earth 
formed and may be commonplace 
throughout the universe.

A team of  Australian geologists 
announced their discovery Wednes-
day in Nature.

They made their find in July 2012 
while doing field research in Isua, a 
region of  Greenland so remote that 
they had to travel there by helicop-
ter. The site is known for having 
the oldest rocks on Earth in what is 
known as the Isua supracrustal belt. 

Allen Nutman, a University of  

Wollongong geologist who has stud-
ied the rocks there since 1980, said 
he and his colleagues were working 
at the site when they spied some out-
croppings they’d never seen before. 
The formations had been exposed 
where the snow pack had melted — 
the result, Nutman said, of  the glob-
al warming that is so pronounced in 
Greenland or of  low levels of  snow-
fall the previous winter.

They examined the outcropping 
and immediately saw something 

By JOEL ACHENBACH
WASHINGTON POST
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Remnants of  
microorganism 
discovered lived 
3.7 billion years  
ago, smashing  
record for  
petrified species

“The fact that we’ve had two of these in several days, 
it’s weighing heavily on a lot of people right now.”
JON SLOAT, CHP officer on the two fatal car wrecks involving children in eight days

Women found 
guilty of 
fighting arrest

A Petaluma woman and her 
mother were convicted Wednes-
day of  resisting arrest in a 
much-watched case in which 
the family claimed they were 
the victims of  police brutality.

After about two hours of  de-
liberation, jurors found Gabbi 
Lemos, 19, and her mother, Mi-
chelle Lemos, 48, each guilty of  
the single misdemeanor charge 
stemming from the June 2015 
incident outside their Liberty 
Road home.

The verdict came after about a 
week of  testimony and the play-
ing of  a body-camera recording 
that appeared to show Gabbi 
Lemos interfering with a late-

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Trump 
reworks 
image in 
Phoenix

Donald Trump made an auda-
cious attempt Wednesday to re-
make his image on the divisive 
issue of  immigration, shelving 
his plan to de-
port 11 million 
unauthorized 
i m m i g r a n t s 
and suggesting 
that the Unit-
ed States and 
Mexico would 
solve the immi-
gration crisis 
together.

In a spirited bid for undecid-
ed U.S. voters to see him anew, 
Trump swept into Mexico City 
to make overtures to a nation 
he has repeatedly denigrated, 
then flew to Phoenix to outline 
his latest priorities on immigra-

GOP candidate eases 
immigration stance, 
meets Mexico’s president 
By PATRICK HEALY
NEW YORK TIMES
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Donald Trump

INSIDE
Predominant 
feeling in Mexico 
over visit by GOP 
presidential 
candidate Donald 
Trump amounts 
to betrayal,  
critics say / B1


