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VETERANS HONORED » South Korean officials 
honor those who fought in Korean War.   A3 M. 

‘13 REASONS WHY’ » Author of book-turned-show 
to appear at Charles   Schulz Museum.   D1
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MORE TROUBLE FOR BANK: 
Estimated number of 
phony accounts opened at 
Wells Fargo balloons to 
3.5 million / B8
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New solar site to power 600 area homes

Sonoma Clean Power broke 
ground Thursday on its first 
project to generate renewable 
energy in its own backyard, 
adding to the green power deliv-
ery it relies on from producers 
across the West. 

The nonprofit public electric-
ity provider has partnered with 
Rocklin-based Coldwell Solar to 
start installing solar panels in 
pasture land south of  Petalu-
ma that will eventually provide 
2  megawatts of  power a year, 
providing electricity for about 
600 homes annually.

Given its overall customer 
base of  226,000 accounts, the 
production will be relatively 
small. But the effort is a bench-

PETALUMA » Sonoma 
Clean Power project set 
to be ready by January
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Tony Valencia, 
foreground, 
and Eddie Vel-
asquez, of Tech-
nicon Engineer-
ing Services 
Inc., collect 
soil samples 
Thursday at 
the Lavio ranch 
property near 
Petaluma on 
Thursday

US shuts 
Russia’s 
consulate 
in SF

WASHINGTON — Escalat-
ing a diplomatic tit-for-tat, the 
United States abruptly ordered 
Russia on Thursday to shutter 
its San Francisco consulate and 
close offices in Washington and 
New York, intensifying tensions 
between the former Cold War 
foes. Washington gave Moscow 
48 hours to comply.

The Trump administration 
described its action as retal-
iation for the Kremlin’s “un-
warranted and detrimental” 
demand earlier this month that 
the U.S. cut its diplomatic staff 
in Russia. 

But Moscow declared it a ma-
jor escalation, with a top Rus-
sian lawmaker saying the move 
heralded “the hot phase of  dip-
lomatic war.”

“The United States is pre-
pared to take further action as 
necessary and as warranted,” 
State Department spokeswom-
an Heather Nauert said.

Still, she said the U.S. hoped 
both countries could now move 
toward “improved relations” 
and “increased cooperation.”

It was a harsh welcome to 
Washington for new Russian 
Ambassador Anatoly Antonov, 
who arrived only hours after the 
U.S. announcement. 

At the airport, Antonov cited 
a maxim of  former Soviet leader 
Vladimir Lenin as he urged cau-
tion and professionalism.

“We don’t need hysterical im-
pulses,” Russian news agencies 
quoted Antonov as saying.

The closures on both U.S. 
coasts marked perhaps the most 
drastic diplomatic measure by 
the United States against Rus-
sia since 1986, near the end of  

DISPUTE ESCALATES » 
Pacific Heights facility, 
2 others listed in order 
By JOSH LEDERMAN
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A layer of smoke hangs over Lake Sonoma on Thursday, a product of Northern California wildfires and winds from the north. Temperatures today 
are expected to climb into the triple digits and remain high throughout the holiday weekend.

County smokin’ hot — 
and more heat on way

EXTREME WEATHER » WILDFIRE HAZE

Ozone levels unhealthy for some; winds may reduce the murk

Smoke from numerous Northern Cali-
fornia wildfires invaded the Bay Area 
on Thursday, obscuring the hills and 

turning the air into a chalky yellow haze 
just as temperatures spiked from a state-
wide heat wave expected to last through 
the Labor Day weekend.

The smoke was an unwelcome accom-
paniment to extreme weather expected to 
produce the hottest days of  this summer so 
far, and potentially the warmest since 2006.

“There is an excessive heat warning all 
the way through the holiday weekend,” 
said National Weather Service forecaster 

Duane Dykema. “The heat is going 
to reach all the way to the coast, or 
very close to it. It’s a little different 
than what we’ve seen this sum-
mer.”

He said the high-pressure ridge 
is affecting the entire West Coast 
and the western third of  the coun-
try with accompanying heat warn-
ings and advisories.

Meanwhile winds out of  the north were 
pushing smoke into the Bay Area from 
more than a dozen fires in Northern Cal-
ifornia and southern Oregon, including 
the Chetco Bar fire currently burning 
128,700  acres in the Rogue River-Siskiyou 
National Forest.

“Lake County, the Bay Area, 
down to the city — everyone’s 
impacted and everyone’s calling 
about it,” said Cal Fire spokeswom-
an Suzie Blankenship, who said 
the smoke is likely to stick around. 
“This isn’t going to clear up in a 
day. It takes a little while to clear.”

The closest and most active fire 
at the moment is in Trinity County, where 
Cal Fire is helping fight a blaze in the Six 
Rivers National Forest east of  Zenia. Blan-
kenship said.

Dykema said it looks like shifting winds 
could bring some relief  from the itinerant 

By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Some North Bay 
school districts 
will hold shorter 
days because of 
the extreme 
heat / A2

Blasts wrack Houston plant

HOUSTON — A series of  ex-
plosions at a flood-damaged 
chemical plant outside Houston 
on Thursday drew sharp focus 
on hazards to public health and 
safety from the city’s vast petro-
chemical complex as the region 
begins a painstaking recovery 
from Hurricane Harvey.

The blasts at the plant, owned 
by French chemical company 
Arkema, came after its main 
electrical system and backups 
failed, cutting off refrigeration 
systems that kept volatile chem-

icals stable. While nearby res-
idents had been evacuated, 15 
public safety officers were treat-
ed at a hospital after inhaling 
smoke from chemical fires that 
followed the explosions.

The Arkema plant has been 
identified as one of  the most 
hazardous in the state. Its fail-
ure followed releases of  contam-
inants from several other area 
petrochemical plants and sys-
temic breakdowns of  water and 
sewer systems in Houston and 
elsewhere in the storm-struck 
region.

The explosions — more are ex-
pected, the company said — will 
bring fresh scrutiny on whether 

these plants are adequately reg-
ulated and monitored by state 
and federal safety officials.

The chemical plant accident 
came as devastation from Har-
vey, now a tropical depression 
moving into the Mississippi Val-
ley, continued to spread across 
the region. The known death 
toll from the storm and flooding 
rose to 39, authorities said.

Record-breaking floods swept 
through Beaumont, Texas,  
100 miles east of  Houston, dam-
aging the water system and leav-
ing the city’s 120,000 residents 
without clean water.

Faced with that prospect, one 
hospital, Baptist Beaumont, 
began to transport most of  its 
193 patients to hospitals outside 

HARVEY » Storm flooding causes refrigeration 
to fail, leading to chemical explosions, injuries
By JULIE TURKEWITZ 
AND HENRY FOUNTAIN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Vice President Mike Pence, center, with his wife, Karen, left, greet  
residents affected by Hurricane Harvey during a visit Thursday in  
Rockport, Texas.  


