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Clerk defies courts on gay marriage

MOREHEAD, Ky. — Invoking “God’s 
authority,” a county clerk denied mar-
riage licenses to gay couples again 
Tuesday in direct defiance of  the federal 
courts, and vowed not to resign, even un-
der the pressure of  steep fines or jail.

“It is not a light issue for me,” Row-
an County Clerk Kim Davis said later 
through her lawyers. “It is a heaven or 
hell decision.”

April Miller and Karen Roberts, tailed 
by TV cameras and rival activists, were 
there when the doors opened Tuesday 
morning, hours after the Supreme Court 
rejected the clerk’s last-ditch request for 
a delay.

They hoped Davis would accept that 
her fight was lost and issue the licenses, 
ending the monthslong controversy that 
has divided Rowan County, where the 
seat of  Morehead is considered a pro-
gressive haven in Appalachian Kentucky.

Instead, Davis once again turned them 
away. On their way out, Miller and Rob-
erts passed David Ermold and David 
Moore, 17 years a couple. “Denied again,” 
Roberts whispered in Moore’s ear.

Ermold said he almost wept. They de-

TIMOTHY D. EASLEY / Associated Press 

Rowan County Clerk Kim Davis, right, talks with 
David Moore on Tuesday following her refusal to 
issue a marriage license to him and his partner.TURN TO MARRIAGE, PAGE A7

Citing God, county worker in 
Kentucky digs in, refuses to grant 

licenses to same-sex couples

By CLAIRE GALOFARO
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Victim’s family 
files claims in 
SF pier slaying

SAN FRANCISCO — Kate 
Steinle’s mother has a phobia of  
speaking in front of  crowds.

But on the steps of  City Hall 
on Tuesday, with her husband 
and son and a group of  lawyers 
behind her, Liz Sullivan stepped 
up on a small stool so she could 
be seen over the phalanx of  TV 
microphones.

“I don’t know what’s come 
over me,” Sullivan told dozens 
of  reporters. “I feel as though 
it’s Kate. She has somehow em-
powered me. I feel her strength 
and I know she’s proud of  what 
we’re doing.”

In an emotional news confer-
ence Tuesday, Kate’s parents 

ERIC RISBERG / Associated Press

Liz Sullivan and Jim Steinle, 
parents of Kathryn Steinle, 
on Tuesday in San Francisco.
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By JULIA PRODIS SULEK
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS

Council: 
Explore 
SR rent 
control

The Santa Rosa City Council 
signaled Tuesday that is it lean-
ing toward imposing rent con-
trol as part of  a broader strate-
gy to address the city’s housing 
crisis, setting up a potentially 
bruising and divisive battle over 
whether the city ought to inter-
vene and regulate a white-hot 
rental market.  

After a four-hour study ses-
sion during which the vast 
majority of  speakers assailed 
rent control as a misguided 
and counterproductive public 
policy, a slim majority of  the 
council countered that it struck 
them as the only true to way to 
protect a vulnerable segment of  
the community from sharply es-
calating rents. 

“I’m hearing every day about 
families losing their homes be-
cause of  skyrocketing rents,” 
said Councilwoman Julie 
Combs, one of  the council’s 
staunchest advocates for rent 
control. “And I think I have a re-
sponsibility to do all I can to help 
working families in our commu-
nity stay in their homes.”

No votes were taken and no 
official decisions were made by 
the council. But comments by 
four of  the seven council mem-
bers suggested they wanted City 
Manager Sean McGlynn to con-
tinue exploring a rent control 
ordinance as one of  its options. 

Mayor John Sawyer and coun-
cil members Ernesto Olivares 
and Tom Schwedhelm strongly 
opposed the idea. Sawyer called 
the policy a “distraction” from 
what he viewed as a far better 
approach of  focusing instead on 
boosting the supply of  housing 
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Despite opposition at public 
session, divided panel 

indicates support for study
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DEVASTATION: Bill Hilbrandie, 81, on Tuesday surveys what is left of his mobile home outside Lower Lake, destroyed by the Rocky fire. Hilbrandie said he wasn’t 
concerned about the danger posed by wildfires because in the past, his efforts to provide a 200-foot buffer of defensible space around his home paid off.

Uninsured losses
LAKE COUNTY

Nearly half of the 70 structures destroyed or damaged 
in last month’s wildfires lacked homeowners coverage, officials say

Nearly half  of  the 70 homes dam-
aged or destroyed by the Rocky 
and Jerusalem fires as they raged 

through southern Lake County in July 
and August were uninsured, leaving 
many residents without the means to 
rebuild their homes and lives, county 
emergency agency officials say.

Bill Hilbrandie, 81, a retired PG&E 
employee, is among the uninsured resi-
dents who lost his home in the massive 
Rocky fire, which burned for 16 days and 
scorched nearly 70,000 acres.

He and his sister, who also lost her un-
insured home in the first days of  the mas-
sive blaze, now are living in trailers on 
a neighbor’s parcel as they try to decide 
whether to abandon their 20-acre rural 
property, where both their homes were 
located, or try to find ways to reconstruct 
what they lost.

“I don’t know what I’m going to do. If  
I can get a small loan for a mobile home, 
I’ll probably go back” to the burnt-over 
property, said Hilbrandie, a native of  
Holland. 

Lake County officials still are gath-

ering information to determine the full 
extent of  damage from the two blazes 
and the number of  displaced residents 
who lacked insurance. Together, the 
Rocky and Jerusalem fires burned more 
than 94,000 acres, mostly in Lake Coun-
ty, where officials have counted more 
destroyed and damaged homes than the 
tally of  57 reported by Cal Fire. 

A preliminary estimate of  damage 

to homes was pegged at $2.6 million to 
$2.9 million, said Marisa Chilafoe, direc-
tor of  the county’s Office of  Emergency 
Services.

The low share of  insurance coverage 
for fire victims stands in stark contrast 
to national homeownership statistics. 
Across the United States, 95 percent of  
homeowners are reported to have some 
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By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT CLOSE CALL:  

Lonne Sloan, 
on Tuesday 
wearing a T-shirt 
commemorating the 
Rocky fire, and her 
husband were able 
to save their home 
outside Lower Lake. 
The couple do not 
have fire insurance. 

ONLINE: For a  
video, go to press 
democrat.com

“I don’t know what I’m going to do. 
If I can get a small loan for a mobile home, I’ll probably go back.”

BILL HILBRANDIE, whose uninsured mobile home was destroyed by the Rocky fire


