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AGRICULTURE LESSON: 
Santa Rosa High students 
gather hops to be used by 
St. Florian’s Brewery for 
future beer / A3
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Overcome with grief, Dalia Hernandez, second from right, the grandmother of Delilah and Sayra Gonzalez, is comforted by her sister, Lizbet 
Romero, left, and husband Pascual Sanchez, right, during a vigil Thursday. The two sisters died along Petaluma Boulevard North in Petaluma.

Gathered in grief
PETALUMA VIGIL

Beside a busy Petaluma 
boulevard, friends and fam-
ily gathered Thursday eve-
ning to grieve at the spot 
where a day earlier two 
young sisters had drowned 
in a car crash into the Peta-
luma River.

A single line of  cars cor-
doned off by orange cones 
steadily passed by the 
100 people remembering De-
lilah and Sayra Gonzalez, 

ages 9 and 7 respectively, of  
Rohnert Park.

The mourners, including 
the girls’ parents, Alexandra 
Hernandez and Edwin Gon-
zalez, gathered beginning 
about 6 p.m. off the north-
bound shoulder of  Petaluma 
Boulevard North and wept 
around a shrine of  flowers, 
candles vases and stuffed an-
imals beneath an expansive 
covering of  oak trees. Later, 
a taped recitation of  the ro-
sary played in Spanish on 

Delilah Gonza-
les, left, was a 
fifth-grader at John 
Reed Elementary in 
Rohnert Park. Her 
sister, Sayra, was 
a second-grader 
at Waldo Rohnert 
Elementary School.

ONLINE
A GoFundMe page 
has been set up to 
help cover funeral 
expenses at https://
www.gofundme.
com/2mqhftk4

By ROBERT DIGITALE 
AND GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Family, community mourn sisters killed when car plunged into river

GOFUNDME

Allegiant 
draws 
FAA 
concern 

Just over a year ago, Allegiant 
Air pilot Jason Kinzer was sit-
ting in the cockpit of  a 24-year-
old McDonnell Douglas MD-80 
aircraft bound for Hagerstown, 
Maryland, having just taken off 
from St. Petersburg, Florida.

As the plane climbed through 
2,500 feet, a cabin attendant 
alerted Kinzer to a strong burn-
ing smell. Alarmed, Kinzer 
turned Allegiant Air Flight 864 
back toward the airport. Fire 
and rescue crews met the plane 
on the runway as smoke wafted 
from an engine. Kinzer told the 
144 passengers to disembark. He 
then helped a flight attendant 
carry a paraplegic passenger to 
the exit.

It seemed like model behavior. 
But Allegiant Air didn’t praise 
Kinzer. It fired him.

In a dismissal letter, the air-
line called the evacuation of  the 
plane “unwarranted” and fault-
ed Kinzer for not “striving to 
preserve the Company’s assets, 
aircraft, ground equipment, 
fuel and the personal time of  
our employees and customers.” 
Later, the company’s attorneys 
would call Kinzer’s account an 
“inaccurate and self-serving 
recitation of  events.”

Kinzer’s saga, now the sub-
ject of  a court case in Neva-
da, involves one of  dozens of  
incidents that have prompted 
scrutiny of  the safety and main-
tenance practices at Allegiant 
Air, a low-cost airline that has 

Safety record of low-fare 
airline called poor  
compared to others

By STEVEN MUFSON 
AND ASHLEY HALSEY III
WASHINGTON POST
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Sonoma Music Fest canceled

Organizers of  the Sonoma 
Music Festival have canceled 
this year’s annual rock ’n’ roll 
weekend scheduled for Oct. 7-9, 
citing low ticket sales.

Country star Toby Keith and 
vintage rockers John Fogerty 

and the Steve Miller Band were 
booked as headliners for this 
year’s festival, which was to 
have been held at the Field of  
Dreams in Sonoma.

Even though festival founder 
Bruce Cohn hopes to bring it 
back next year, its cancellation 
is another difficult passage in 
his public career, following the 
forced sale of  his Glen Ellen 
winery and the end of  a long 
run as manager of  the classic 
rock act The Doobie Brothers. 

Ticket sales for the festival, 

for 28 years known as the B.R. 
Cohn Fall Charity Concert, 
were down drastically this year. 
Tickets went on sale June 1, 
priced from $89 for floor seating 
to $600 for a seat onstage.

“If  you look at our sales, we 
normally sell a thousand VIP 
seats for the weekend, and we’ve 
sold 288,” Cohn said. 

“We would have sold 4,000 
tickets total, maybe 5,000 at the 
most. With that, we would’ve 

Organizers attribute low 
ticket sales to competing 
Coachella rock festival
By DAN TAYLOR
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Concertgoers 
enjoy a concert 
at the Sonoma 
Music Festival. 
The organizers 
have canceled 
this year’s 
event because 
of low ticket 
sales, possibly 
caused by com-
petition from 
the annual 
Coachella rock 
festival.JULIE VADER / FOR THE PRESS DEMOCRAT, 2015TURN TO FESTIVAL » PAGE A8

Conservative Hispanics deplore Trump speech

Donald Trump faced a backlash 
Thursday from some of  his top con-
servative Hispanic supporters who 
said their hopes that he was soften-
ing his immigration policy had been 
dashed by his fiery speech Wednesday 
night, which they said was anti-immi-
grant.

Trump, the Republican presidential 

nominee, had shown signs in recent 
weeks that he was prepared to take a 
more conciliatory approach to immi-
grants who had entered the country 
illegally, dropping talk of  a depor-
tation force and instead speaking of  
treating those immigrants in a fair 
and humane fashion.

Less than two weeks ago, he held a 
meeting with his Hispanic advisory 
council in Trump Tower, leaving at-
tendees with the impression that he 

was working on a new plan that in-
cluded a path to citizenship.

That impression faded Wednesday 
night in Phoenix.

“There was so much hope,” said 
Jacob Monty, a member of  the His-
panic advisory council who was at the 
meeting with Trump. “He used us as 
props.”

Monty, a longtime Republican, said 

BY ALAN RAPPEPORT
NEW YORK TIMES
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Donald
Trump

Read about the innovative use of technology 
in our local schools in Sunday’s insert, 
SPOTLIGHT ON SONOMA COUNTY SCHOOLS.


