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NORTH COAST SHOOTINGS MAY BE LINKED:  
Authorities continue investigation into two 
deadly assaults in Lake, Sonoma counties / A3
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Under the glow of artificial light, vineyard workers make quick work of a chardonnay block Friday morning at Bowtie Vineyards, which grows 
grapes for J Vineyards and Winery, in Healdsburg. Grape growers are scurrying to harvest some fruit in light of the heat wave on the North Coast. 

Harvest in heat wave
NORTH COAST » Vintners move up scheduled picking or irrigate 
grapes as record high temperatures hit after cooler summer days

SMART 
ridership 
is right 
on track

The first six days of  paid oper-
ations for the North Bay’s new 
passenger train saw weekday 
ridership that was shy of  projec-
tions, but weekend traffic that 
far exceeded target numbers, 
according to preliminary fig-
ures provided Friday by Sono-
ma-Marin Area 
Rail Transit. 

R o u g h -
ly 2,500 to 
2,900 riders 
used SMART 
trains daily 
from Monday 
through Thurs-
day this week, 
the agency re-
ported. That 
level of  rider-
ship — under 
d i s c o u n t e d 
fares in place 
through Labor 
Day — came 
close to the 
agency’s ini-
tial projection of  3,000 riders on 
weekdays, when the transit sys-
tem runs 34 trips. 

The first weekend of  oper-
ations, meanwhile, saw about 
2,000 daily passengers, far sur-
passing SMART initial pro-
jections of  300 daily riders on 
weekends.

The figures are not a complete 
accounting of  SMART’s rider-
ship because they were tallied 
manually by conductors who 
may not have been able to cap-
ture everyone getting on and off 
when trains were packed during 
peak commute times, said Far-
had Mansourian, SMART’s gen-

A month after the 2017 
grape harvest kicked off, 
Mother Nature threw 

growers a curve ball, spiking 
temperatures well past the 
100-degree mark across the 
North Coast and sending crews 
scrambling to protect the fruit. 

As harvest kicked into high 
gear, winemakers made strate-
gic decisions, speeding up their 
picks or irrigating their vines to 
get through the heat spell until 
the grapes have sufficiently 
ripened. 

After a rainy spring and 
a summer of  relatively cool, 

often foggy days led to fears of  
patchy outbreaks of  botrytis 
and powdery mildew, wineries 
shifted their attention this week 
to preparing for the heat wave. 
An excessive heat warning has 
been issued for Sonoma County 
through Monday, and the 
wineries’ challenge has been 
compounded by night-time 
temperatures that have re-
mained in the mid-70s — hardly 
the typical cool nights that help 
grapes retain their acidity and 
develop their tannins.

“To get through this heat 
wave, you are seeing growers 
giving the vines a little water,” 

A smoky sunrise greets vineyard workers Friday as they pick  
chardonnay grapes at Bowtie Vineyards in Healdsburg.

Weekdays just shy of  
projections; weekend 
numbers much higher
By J.D. MORRIS
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INSIDE North Coast swelters under 100-degree temperatures as heat records fall  / A3    |   ONLINE See more photos of harvest underway at pressdemocrat.com 
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About 2,500 to 2,900 riders used 
SMART trains daily from Monday 
through Thursday this week,  
the agency reported Friday.

RIDING 
SMART
SMART 
officials released 
preliminary 
figures Friday for 
ridership during 
its first week of 
operation.

2,500-
2,900
Weekday riders

2,000
Weekend riders

Cascading effects after Harvey

2016 election polling woes draw little scrutiny

The calls started flooding in from 
hundreds of  irate North Carolina 
voters just after 7 a.m. on Election 
Day in November.

Dozens were told they were ineligi-

ble to vote and were turned away at 
the polls, even when they displayed 
current registration cards. Others 
were sent from one polling place to 
another, only to be rejected. Scores 
of  voters were incorrectly told they 
had cast ballots days earlier. In one 
precinct, voting halted for two hours.

Susan Greenhalgh, a troubleshoot-

er at a nonpartisan election moni-
toring group, was alarmed. Most of  
the complaints came from Durham, 
a blue-leaning county in a swing 
state. The problems involved elec-
tronic poll books — tablets and lap-
tops, loaded with check-in software, 

DAVID J. PHILLIP / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Homes are surrounded by floodwaters Friday in the aftermath of  
Hurricane Harvey near Beaumont, Texas. 

BEAUMONT, Texas — The 
prolonged misery from Hurri-
cane Harvey peaked here Friday 
in the southeast corner of  the 
state, where a crippled munici-
pal water system left residents 
with no running water, unable 
to flush toilets, desperate for 
basic sanitation and fearful for 

their health.
Meanwhile a massive fire sent 

a towering pillar of  acrid black 
smoke from the Arkema chem-
ical plant northeast of  
Houston, hours after 
company officials said 
there was nothing they 
could do to stop 19.5 tons 
of  volatile chemicals 
from igniting.

Beaumont’s dire sit-
uation and the uncontrolled 
chemical fire near Crosby, Tex-
as, provided vivid reminders of  
the cascading effects of  a natu-
ral disaster: wind, storm surge, 
torrential rain, floodwaters, 

and now all the secondary con-
sequences, including industrial 
accidents, environmental con-
tamination and broad concerns 

about sickness and dis-
ease.

President Donald 
Trump’s Office of  Man-
agement and Budget on 
Friday night sent a re-
quest to House Speaker 
Paul Ryan for $7.85 bil-

lion for response and recovery 
to the hurricane, describing the 
money as a “down payment” on 
the president’s promise to help 

Crippled water system, 
chemical plant blaze on 
heels of storm in Texas
By ABIGAIL HAUSLOHNER 
AND TODD C. FRANKEL
WASHINGTON POST

TURN TO HARVEY » PAGE A8

By NICOLE PERLROTH, MICHAEL 
WINES AND MATTHEW ROSENBERG
NEW YORK TIMES

TURN TO ELECTION » PAGE A8

FEW INSURED 
FOR FLOODS
Analysis: More 
people in coastal 
areas forgoing 
coverage / A8

Some urge 
officials to 
investigate to  
avoid future 
glitches,  
tampering 

THINKING ABOUT 
LATE BLOOMERS »  
Flowering 
perennials can 
bring an array 
of colors to fall 
gardens.  D1

CARDINALS FALL 
TO ST MARY’S  »  
Cardinal 
Newman can’t 
keep up with 
Central Valley 
powerhouse.  C1


