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OBAMA SEALS WIN ON IRAN DEAL: Maryland 
Democrat becomes 34th in Senate to commit to 
nuclear agreement, ensuring its survival / A3
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NEW FIRE RAGES 
IN LAKE COUNTY
Residents flee as crews battle fast-moving 
blaze northwest of Upper Lake Empire

NEWBORN GIRAFFE DIES 
Infection blamed in Safari West loss B1

PITCHER’S MAJOR COUP
Royals call up ex-Newman, SSU star C1

Backpack 
makers rethink 
a student staple

The inside of  Alejandro 
Sarete’s backpack is jammed 
with the objects of  a busy stu-
dent life: smartphone, USB 
thumb drive, playing cards, lip 
balm. Cho Young-Uk’s shoulder 
bag is more minimalist in con-
tent: Lenovo laptop and adapter.

Sarete and Cho, both students 
at New York University, have 
something missing from their 
stashes: piles of  textbooks.

“I don’t really have to carry 
around textbooks anymore, like 
I used to in high school,” said 
Cho, a sophomore. All but two 
of  his classes — Spanish history 
and financial accounting — had 
moved the coursework online.

“I think fewer people have 
them, for sure,” Sarete said. “I 
actually still like physical paper, 

By HIROKO TABUCHI
NEW YORK TIMES
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In shadow 
of Trump, 
Jeb Bush 
is irked

WESTHAMPTON BEACH, 
N.Y. — When Jeb Bush stopped 
by the Hampton Synagogue 
here Saturday, he was expected 
to offer a critique of  the Iran 
deal and a short version of  his 
stump speech to the Orthodox 
congregation.

But something else was on his 
mind: the insults hurled at him 
by Donald J. Trump.

“I’ll just give you a little taste 
of  the ‘low energy’ candidate’s 
life this week,” said Bush, re-
ferring to the stinging taunt 
Trump has repeatedly used to 
describe him.

Bush then spent a minute and 
a half  reeling off the cities he had 
visited since Monday — among 
them McAllen, Texas; Salt Lake 
City; Denver; Pensacola, Fla.; 
Birmingham, Ala.; Greensboro, 
N.C. — and noted that, earlier in 
the week, he had risen at 6 a.m. 
to go running with former mem-
bers of  the Navy SEALs near 
the Virginia coast.

“The ‘low energy’ candidate 
this week has only been six days, 
16 hours a day campaigning with 
joy in my heart,” he said.

But Bush does not seem to be 
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By JONATHAN MARTIN
NEW YORK TIMES

Real estate mogul’s torment 
puts former Fla. governor 
on defensive in GOP race
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PROJECT UNVEILED: Graton Rancheria Tribal Chairman Greg Sarris on Wednesday outlines plans for a 200-room, six-story hotel at the Graton Resort & Casino 
outside Rohnert Park. The $175 million complex, scheduled for completion in fall 2016, will include a 20,000-square-foot meeting and convention center. 

Casino’s next chapter
$175 million hotel and convention center project aims 

to transform Graton Resort & Casino into Wine Country destination

ROHNERT PARK

The Graton Resort & 
Casino on Wednesday 
unveiled plans for a 

200-room hotel and convention 
center, an expansion intended 
to make the Bay Area’s largest 
gambling operation into a bona 
fide travel destination in the 
heart of  Wine Country.

The $175 million hotel and 
convention center, which will 
be housed in a six-story build-
ing rising from the south side 
of  the casino outside Rohnert 
Park, is scheduled to open next 
fall. It comes 22 months after 
the opening of  the original $800 million 
casino.

With spacious rooms starting at 
500 square feet and stretching to 
2,600-square-foot suites for high rollers, 
its tribal owners said the hotel will 

offer luxurious accommodations and a 
20,000-square-foot meeting and conven-
tion space.

“It is the icing on the cake. It is what 
people need,” Graton Rancheria Tribal 
Chairman Greg Sarris said during a 

ceremonial groundbreaking 
Wednesday.

It will be the fourth-largest 
hotel in Sonoma County, 
behind only the Hilton Sonoma 
Wine Country in Santa Rosa, 
the Doubletree by Hilton in 
Rohnert Park and the Fair-
mont Sonoma Mission Inn & 
Spa in Sonoma.

The Graton Resort & Casino, 
which opened adjacent to 
Rohnert Park in November 
2013, bills itself  as the classi-
est and biggest gambling and 
entertainment destination in 
the Bay Area, but until now 
lodging has not been part of  
the package.

“Many people want to come to the Wine 
Country. They want to play. They want to 
gamble. They want to eat. They want to 
take a tour,” Sarris said. “They can do it 
all in one place now with the most beauti-
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Station Casinos 

EARLY LOOK: A computer-generated image depicts the planned hotel and 
convention center at the Graton Resort & Casino in Rohnert Park. 

Guilty plea in Laytonville slayings 

A troubled Laytonville teen has pleaded 
guilty to multiple first-degree murder and 
attempted murder charges in connection 
with a bloody rampage with a knife that 
killed two members of  a family he was living 
with and left two others seriously wounded. 

Talen Barton, 19, also pleaded guilty on 
Wednesday to imprisoning two teen girls 
during the July 19 attack, preventing them 

from initially phoning 911.
Barton, a former foster child, will 

be sentenced to 71 years to life in 
prison as a result of  the plea agree-
ment, according to the Mendocino 
County District Attorney’s Office. 
He potentially faced a death sen-
tence had the case gone to trial.

The plea represented an about-
face from an Aug. 4 court hearing in 
which Barton pleaded not guilty to 
the same set of  charges. A spokes-
man for the District Attorney’s Office could 
not be reached Wednesday to elaborate on 
the circumstances that led to the plea deal. 

Barton, who was taken in by the family he 
attacked, was accused of  getting a foot-long 
knife from the kitchen of  the house in the 

middle of  the night, going into the 
room where his 17-year-old friend, 
Teo Palmieri, slept, and stabbing 
him to death. Palmieri’s father, 
Coleman Palmieri, 52, was killed 
when he came to his son’s defense. 
Teo Palmieri’s mother, Cindy Nor-
vell, 54, a local physician, and her 
brother, Theodore Norvell, 52, who 
was visiting from Newfoundland, 
were critically wounded.

Cindy Norvell and her daughter 
reportedly have since left the area for an 
extended stay with family in Newfoundland.

The killings shocked the small town of  
Laytonville in northeastern Mendocino 
County, where Norvell was one of  just two 

Deal calls for 71-years-to-life sentence 
for teen, 19, in attack on family  
that left 2 dead, 2 seriously hurt

By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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GRAND PRIZE DRAWING WIN A DODGE CHALLENGER
SEPTEMBER 26th at 10 pm
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