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SALUTE TO PIGPEN » Schulz Museum 
showcases beloved character.  D1

TASTE OF SONOMA » Triple-digit heat 
for charity event’s debut in RP.   A3

INSIDE

LATINO HERITAGE: Special  
section included with 
today’s newspaper explores 
the many ways in which 
the county’s community 
keeps its culture close.

Embracing  
Latino 
Heritage

THE COMPLEXITY  

OF BICULTURALISM

As Sonoma County’s Latino population 

flourishes, fewer are bilingual / L2

TRADITION WOVEN INTO 

BRIGHTLY HUED APPAREL

Huipiles — garments made popular by 

artist Frida Kahlo — sought after / L4

MEZCAL ATTRACTING 

MORE FANS, PRODUCERS

Tequila’s smoky cousin being heralded 

as artisanal spirit on the rise / L10

Ties to cultural heritage run strong in Sonoma 

County’s Latino community. We found older mem-

bers of the community sharing powerful stories 

and traditions with younger generations eager to em-

brace the aura of uniqueness that defines their heritage. 

And we found immigrants who remember their journey 

into America like it was yesterday, and those who still 

keep the souvenirs nearby. 

Those touchpoints of cultural identity are unique 

and personal: for some it is a mole recipe passed down 

through generations, a favorite piece of literature, a 

style of dress, a sip of mezcal, a piece of music that finds 

its way onto a playlist, or a photograph that captures 

a loved one held precious for eternity. In this issue of  

Latino Heritage, we explore the many different ways our 

community keeps its cultural heritage close, sharing it 

with all who would choose to experience it, and add it to 

their own. In culture, more is better.

Los lazos con el patrimonio cultural tienen fuerza en 

la comunidad latina del condado de Sonoma. En-

contramos a los integrantes más antiguos de la co-

munidad compartiendo poderosas historias y tradiciones 

con las generaciones más jóvenes, deseosas de abrazar 

la singular aura que define su herencia. Y encontramos 

inmigrantes que recuerdan su viaje a los Estados Unidos 

como si fuera ayer, y aquellos que todavía guardan sus 

recuerdos cerca.

Esos puntos de contacto con la identidad cultural son 

únicos y personales: para algunos es una receta de mole 

transmitida a través de generaciones, una pieza favorita 

de literatura, un estilo de vestir, un sorbo de mezcal, una 

pieza musical que encuentra su camino a una lista de 

reproducción, o una foto que captura a un ser querido 

atesorado para la eternidad. En esta edición de ‘Latino 

Heritage’, exploramos las diferentes maneras en que 

nuestra comunidad mantiene cerca su herencia cultur-

al, compartiéndola con todos los que quisieran experi-

mentarla, y hacerla suya. En cultura, más es mejor.
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KEEPING CULTURAL  

CONNECTIONS ALIVE

Ariana Aparicio and other Latinos 

who live in Sonoma County  

talk about the traditions and  

parts of cultural heritage they’ve 

chosen to hang onto / L12
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HOUSTON — She couldn’t 
sleep. Not now.

Kris Ford-Amofa lay next to 
her husband in a spare bedroom 
at her sister’s house, thinking 
once more about the brown wa-
ter that had slithered under the 
front door of  the first home she 
had ever owned. The water that 
swirled around her three chil-
dren as the family fled, wading 
up City Green Trail to seek ref-
uge at a neighbor’s house. The 
water that had buckled their 
living room floor, rotted the 
drywall and made them home-

less. The flood-
water that was 
not covered 
by their insur-
ance.

Where did 
she even start? 
On Thursday, 
she got up 
early, set two 
phones on the 
kitchen ta-
ble — one for 
Federal Emer-
gency Manage-
ment Agency, 
and one to call 
E n t e r p r i s e 
about a rent-
al car — and 
started dialing, 
launching into 
her third day 
on the job as a 
disaster-recov-
ery coordina-

tor for her upended family.
With no preparation and few 

road maps to guide them, tens 
of  thousands of  hurricane sur-
vivors like the Amofas are stum-
bling through their first bewil-
dering days after Harvey. The 
rains may have passed, but now 
they are consumed with worry 
about their children’s futures, 
precarious family finances and 
what remains of  the homes they 
fled.

They need to find their way 
out of  shelters and relatives’ 
extra bedrooms. Find new 
schools for their children. Find 
hotel rooms when everything is 
booked, find rental cars when 
everything is taken and find 
the time to gut their homes, call 
contractors and hack through 
layers of  bureaucracy, all while 
bills pile up and bosses call them 
back to work.

An hour and a half  into her 
morning, Kris, 43, was nowhere. 
Growing up in rural Louisiana, 
she knew floods and tropical 
storms. She had fled Hurricane 
Rita in 2005. Still, she was not 
equipped for this.

She had filed a claim with 
FEMA, but was told she need-
ed to send a declaration and re-
lease form. She didn’t have her 
laptop, and she couldn’t find the 

Family 
finding 
its way 
back

INSIDE
 ■ Trumps 

returns to Texas 
to meet with 
residents hurting 
in Houston / A12

 ■Hurricane 
Harvey changes 
the equation 
for lawmakers 
returning to 
Washington / B3

After the rain stops,  
Houston pair struggling  
to reconstruct their lives
BY JACK HEALY
NEW YORK TIMES
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HARVEY AFTERMATH

Donald 
Trump

West hit 
hard 
by heat, 
wildfires

LOS ANGELES — The West 
baked through the unofficial 
end of  summer, as temperatures 
in some parts threatened to 
peak Saturday at levels not seen 
in decades and the wilting heat 
challenged crews battling wild-
fires across the 
region, includ-
ing one that 
grew to become 
the largest in 
the history of  
Los Angeles.

The intense 
heat created difficulties for 
crews fighting a fire that chewed 
through brush-covered moun-
tains just north of  downtown 
Los Angeles. Those firefighters 
will face another day of  tri-
ple-digit heat in inland areas of  
Southern California as a heat 
wave that has gripped the state 
continues. The National Weath-
er Service said temperatures 
could reach 110 to 115 degrees 
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A Cal Fire crewman battles a blaze 
Saturday in Burbank. Residents of 
730 homes were ordered to flee in 
Los Angeles, Burbank and Glendale.

BREAKING 
RECORDS
Heat records fall 
for second day 
across Sonoma 
County / A3
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GAINING SKILLS: Jon Dills, an electrician’s apprentice with IBEW Local 551, runs wire through metal studs in a new Kaiser 
Permanente Medical Office building Thursday in Santa Rosa. Unions have retained a strong presence in Sonoma County.

Unions making 
gains in county

A year ago, Patricio Estupiñan called the 
Teamsters, seeking help improving 
wages, equipment and job safety at the 

Sonoma County garbage company where he 
has worked for 25 years.

“We need to get respect. A better life, every-
thing,” Estupiñan said Friday during a short 
break from driving a street sweeper in Cotati.

It led to a union organizing campaign at 
the Ratto Group, the county’s dominant trash 
hauler. In May, Estupiñan and his co-workers 
— about 400 drivers, mechanics, customer ser-
vice reps and others — voted to join Teamsters 
Local 665.  

The vote culminated more than 20 years of  
efforts by the Teamsters to unionize Sonoma 
County’s waste and recycling workers. It 
would be the first in a string of  high-profile 
victories this summer by unions in Sonoma 
County, where an estimated 1 in 5 workers are 
represented by organized labor groups.

In June, the Santa Rosa Junior College 
Board of  Trustees agreed to negotiate a deal 
that would set union rules and benefits for a 
planned large campus construction project, 
despite intense opposition from non-union 
construction interests.

LABOR DAY » HOLIDAY HONORS WORKERS

String of wins for organized labor not without critics
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Political futures on the line

Santa Rosa’s move from at-
large to district-based elections, 
a switch the city is making in 
response to a threat of  a voting 
rights lawsuit, stands to reshape 
the local political landscape and 

potentially put some council 
members out of  a job. 

The seven-member City 
Council on Tuesday set in mo-
tion an electoral overhaul that 
could very well leave some of  
them outside the district their 
seat will soon represent, or, like 
in musical chairs, leave some 
council members standing awk-
wardly without an empty seat to 
claim.

Among the trio of  council 
members likely to be affect-

ed first is Santa Rosa’s mayor, 
Chris Coursey.  

“I don’t know whether I’m 
going to be eligible for re-elec-
tion next election cycle,” said 
Coursey, who until last week 
was pretty sure he’d be run-
ning next year for a second 
four-year term on the council. 
Councilmen John Sawyer and 
Tom Schwedhelm also are up 
for re-election and face similar 
uncertainty about their future 
in city office.  

The electoral reform — one 
long sought by activists to give 
underrepresented neighbor-
hoods greater influence over 
makeup of  the City Council —  
has unleashed innumerable le-
gal, logistical and political ques-
tions, not the least of  which is 
whether some political careers 
get cut short in the process. 

“If  I lose re-election in 2020 
as a result of  this change, I am 
OK with that,” said Jack Tib-
betts who just bought a house in 

southeast Santa Rosa and at 27 
is the youngest council member. 
“There’s a lot to do outside of  
elected office.”

The uncertainty created by 
the transition to district elec-
tions is one of  the reasons, in 
addition to legal timelines, that 
council members voted to move 
forward swiftly. Current council 
members, future candidates and 
voters would all be well served 

SANTA ROSA » Switch to 
district elections could 
push out council members 
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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UNION MEMBERSHIP
Sonoma County’s workforce had a higher rate of union 
membership than the state or nation in 2016. California’s 
so-called “union density” of 15.9 percent was seventh 
highest in the nation.
 Sonoma 
 County State* U.S.*
All workers 161,502 16.0 136.1
Union members 33,522 2.6 14.6
Percentage of  
workers in unions 20.8% 15.9% 10.7%

*In millions
Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Unionstats.com


