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Spc. Palomino Romo, left, and Harold Rivera, Army personnel with the Joint Base Lewis-McChord Lancer Brigade, work to rehabilitate a dozer line 
on the Ranch fire Thursday in the Mendocino National Forest. In the background are the Snow Mountain Wilderness and St. John Mountain.

Soldiers help in firefight
MENDOCINO COMPLEX » US Army brigade from Washington state 
joins nearly 1,000 personnel battling Ranch fire in national forest

Worker 
shortage 
causes 
concern

The Trump administration 
is using the country’s vast and 
nearly opaque immigration bu-
reaucracy to constrict the flow of  
foreign workers into the United 
States by throwing up new road-
blocks to limit legal arrivals.

The government is denying 
more work visas, asking appli-
cants to provide additional in-
formation and delaying approv-
als more frequently than just a 
year earlier. Hospitals, hotels, 
technology companies and oth-
er businesses say they are now 
struggling to fill jobs with the 
foreign workers they need.

With foreign hires missing, 
the employees who remain 
are being forced to pick up the 

MENDOCINO NATIONAL FOREST

The noon sun beat down above the 
Mendocino National Forest as the 
U.S. Army’s Lancer Brigade out of  

Fort Lewis, Washington, scaled a 45-degree 
hillside on the Ranch fire’s northeastern-
most flank. 

Donning yellow firefighter gear, the 
units groaned as they made their way 

up in a single file. They 
were on a tedious mis-
sion, uprooting plants 
and shrubs to cover an 
area a bulldozer ripped 
up earlier this summer 
to cut a fire line.

Few had experience battling fires or 
had spent much time in California. But a 
month into their emergency deployment 
to assist with the state’s largest wildfire in 
recorded history, their suppression work 
continued Thursday.

Veteran Ventura County firefighter Rob 
Molina, acting as a crew boss, barked out 
orders when the group reached the top. In 
a leave-no-trace approach, they used their 
axes to spread out the vegetation on the 
barren ridge the bulldozer cut up to allow 
for proper flow once the rain comes.

“This is our area, so do it good,” said 
Molina, gesturing to a space between two 

power poles before tucking a pinch of  mint 
Copenhagen chewing tobacco under his 
lip. “Make this our area.”

Nearly 1,000 fire personnel, including 
the enlisted ranks from Washington state 
and inmate volunteers from Nevada, 
remain on the massive, month-old Ranch 
fire as the large-scale operation closes 
in on full containment. Combined with 
the nearby River fire — known together 
as the Mendocino Complex — the blazes 
have burned 459,123 acres of  wildland and 

destroyed 157 homes and 123 other struc-
tures in Lake and Mendocino counties.

Sunday night, the blazes were 97 percent 
contained, with full containment expected 
Sept. 9.

To bring the fires under control, it took a 
unified effort from Cal Fire, the U.S. Forest 
Service and thousands of  firefighters from 
local agencies and throughout the nation. 
At its peak during the second week of  

Companies say Trump’s 
legal immigration limits 
leave them struggling
By NELSON D. SCHWARTZ 
AND STEVE LOHR
NEW YORK TIMES
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Samuel Valcin, 
middle, clowns 
around with 
Brayden 
Phillips, left, 
as they take a 
break Thursday 
near Fouts 
Springs. Valcin 
spent some 
time at Sutter 
Lakeside 
Hospital in 
Lakeport for 
a heat-related 
illness while 
fighting the 
fire earlier in 
August.

INSIDE
Hazy skies from 
Ranch fire smoke 
trigger Spare the 
Air alert / A3

Moving court’s ideological center

WASHINGTON — Most Supreme 
Court appointments are in a way 
inconsequential. A conservative re-
places a conservative, a liberal re-
places a liberal, and the court’s basic 
direction is unchanged.

That is not the case with the nom-
ination of  Judge Brett Kavanaugh, 
whose Senate confirmation hear-

ings will begin Tuesday. Kavanaugh 
is considerably more conservative 
than the justice he would replace, 
Anthony Kennedy.

But there is a more subtle, and 
important, reason that President 
Donald Trump’s pick of  Kavana-
ugh could remake the court. His 
confirmation would result in a rare 
replacement of  the court’s swing 
justice, moving Chief  Justice John 
Roberts — a much more reliably 
conservative vote than Kennedy — 
to the court’s ideological center.

It has been more than 80 years 
since a chief  justice was the swing 
vote. If  Roberts assumes that po-

sition, legal scholars said, he will 
lead a solid five-member conserva-
tive majority that would most like-
ly restrict access to abortion, limit 
the use of  race-conscious decisions 
in areas like college admissions, 
uphold voting restrictions, expand 
gun rights, strike down campaign fi-
nance regulations and give religion a 
greater role in public life.

“John Roberts would be the least 
swinging swing justice in the post-
World War II era,” said Justin Driv-
er, a law professor at the University 
of  Chicago.

That would be a major break from 
the role that Kennedy, a moderate 

conservative who was appointed by 
President Ronald Reagan, played for 
years on the court. Kennedy at times 
voted with the court’s four-member 
liberal wing on issues like abortion, 
affirmative action, gay rights and the 
death penalty.

Kennedy and Roberts were on the 
opposite sides of  51 closely divided 
decisions in which Kennedy joined 
the court’s liberals, according to 
data collected by Lee Epstein and 
Andrew Martin of  Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis and Kevin Quinn 
of  the University of  Michigan. All of  

Roberts would be reliable 
swing vote for conservatives 
if Kavanaugh confirmed
By ADAM LIPTAK
NEW YORK TIMES
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Brett  
Kavanaugh
Senate hearings 
on President 
Donald Trump’s 
Supreme Court 
nominee will 
begin Tuesday.

Did waves 
cause US 
diplomats’ 
illness?

During the Cold War, Wash-
ington feared that Moscow was 
seeking to turn microwave ra-
diation into covert weapons of  
mind control.

More recently, the U.S. mili-
tary itself  sought to develop mi-
crowave arms that could invisi-
bly beam painfully loud booms 
and even spoken words into 
people’s heads. The aims were 
to disable attackers and wage 
psychological warfare.

Now, doctors and scientists 
say such unconventional weap-
ons may have caused the baf-
fling symptoms and ailments 
that, starting in late 2016, hit 
more than three dozen U.S. dip-
lomats and their family mem-
bers in Cuba and China. The 

By WILLIAM J. BROAD
NEW YORK TIMES
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Purposefully targeted  
radiation could be 
source of painful noises


