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GLOBAL WARMING REALITY: The sea is so near 
the brim in many coastal places that scientists 
think nuisance flooding is likely to worsen / B1
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VISIONARY FARMER » Petaluma’s 
Cannard blazes trail with organics.  D1

FITNESS CLUBS BOOMING » Industry 
flexes muscles, offers more options.  E1

Vineyard cannons strictly for the birds for some

At first, Sebastopol area resi-
dent Nancy Martin and her hus-
band did not know what to make 
of  the frequent booming noises 
they suddenly started hearing 

in mid-August.
Neither did their neighbors.
“We were walking around the 

neighborhood and we’d run into 
people, and they’d say, ‘What’s 
that noise we’re hearing?’ ” Mar-
tin said. “And we would say, ‘I 
don’t know, maybe hunting.’ ”

But the sounds were going 
off at very frequent intervals 
— sometimes as much as 20 
per minute — and could last for 
13 hours a day, Martin estimat-
ed. So hunting-related gunshots 
didn’t sound quite right. 

Then a neighbor emailed with 
the most likely answer: bird 
cannons. Vineyards employ the 

By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Starlings 
seeking a meal 
of grapes take 

flight over a 
Dry Creek vine-

yard. Debate 
persists about 
how to handle 
flocks feeding 

on grapes.
KENT PORTER 
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SEBASTOPOL » Growers’ booms scare away fowl 
feasting on crops, but can meet neighbor resistance

On trail, 
Clinton 
woos 
wealthy

At a private fundraiser 
Tuesday night at a waterfront 
Hamptons estate, Hillary Clin-
ton danced alongside Jimmy 
Buffett, Jon Bon Jovi and Paul 
McCartney, and joined in a sing-
along finale to “Hey Jude.”

“I stand between you and the 
apocalypse,” a confident Clinton 
declared to laughs, exhibiting a 
flash of  self-awareness and hu-
mor to a crowd that included 

Calvin Klein 
and Harvey 
Weinstein and 
for whom the 
prospect of  a 
Donald Trump 
presidency is 
dire.

Trump has 
pointed to Clin-
ton’s noticeably 
scant schedule 

of  campaign events this sum-
mer to suggest she has been hid-
ing from the public. But Clinton 
has been more than accessible 
to those who reside in some of  
the country’s most moneyed 
enclaves and are willing to 
spend hundreds of  thousands 
of  dollars to see her. In the last 
two weeks of  August, Clinton 
raked in roughly $50 million at 
22 fundraising events, averaging 
around $150,000 an hour, accord-
ing to a New York Times tally.

And while Clinton has faced 
criticism for her failure to hold 
a news conference for months, 
she has fielded hundreds of  
questions from the ultra-rich in 
places like the Hamptons, Mar-
tha’s Vineyard, Beverly Hills 
and Silicon Valley.

“It’s the old adage, you go to 
where the money is,” said Jay S. 
Jacobs, a prominent New York 
Democrat.

Clinton raised about $143 mil-
lion in August, the campaign’s 
best month yet. At a single event 
Tuesday in Sagaponack, New 
York, 10 people paid at least 
$250,000 each to meet her, rais-
ing $2.5 million.

If  Trump appears to be wag-
ing his campaign in rallies and 

Democratic candidate 
basking in affection at 
fundraisers for ultra-rich
By AMY CHOZICK  
AND JONATHAN MARTIN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Hillary Clinton

TRUMP IN 
MICHIGAN
GOP presidential 
candidate stops 
at black church 
in Detroit in 
effort to soften 
the edges on his 
racially charged 
rhetoric / B3

Landscape shifts  
for new generations

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

GUIDED BY FAMILY: “I grew up with that second, third generation guiding me,” says Juan Hernandez, executive director of the La Luz Center in Boyes Hot Springs, 
lifting his 2-year-old daughter, Emanelli with his wife, Veronica.

Juan Hernandez, executive director of  La Luz Center 
in Sonoma Valley, is a proud man with a family story 
worthy of  the great American novel.

It is the story of  a family that was scarred but not de-
feated by a border, a saga that spans several generations 
— groups divided by time in ways that have injected 
another dimension of  diversity into the Latin American 
experience, one as profound as the differences among 
its various ethnic and racial groups.

 The Mexican Revolution drove his grandparents 
from Mexico into Texas, where an infamous Depres-
sion-era deportation and repatriation effort sent them 
back to Mexico with seven of  their U.S.-born children. 
The labor vacuum of  post-World War II America 
brought the family back across the border, from Texas 
to the fertile fields of  the great Central Valley and 
finally to East Los Angeles.

Hernandez grew up in Boyle Heights, a 6.52-square-
mile neighborhood that is nearly 95 percent Latino 
and continues to be the city’s “center of  gravity for 
Latinos,” according to the Los Angeles Times. Grow-
ing up, his teachers and coaches, local business 
owners and government workers were Latino.

“I grew up with that second, third generation 

ANCESTRAL PORTRAIT: 
Juan and Maria Hernandez 
are shown, left, with son 
Juan Hernandez Jr. in a 
photo taken in 1941.
JUAN HERNANDEZ III

LATINO HERITAGE » IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE

Differences often feed, reinforce cultural identity in community 
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SPECIAL SECTION
Latinos in Sonoma County 
have found their own 
ways to contribute to 
the community while 
honoring their cultural 
heritage  / L1

Honoring  
Latino 
Heritage

Sonoma 
County’s  
Latino cuisine  
is as diverse as its 
community / L2

SOCCER UNITES  
HISPANIC COMMUNITY
Passion for the sport burns in the 

hearts of many Latinos / L4

ST. LEO’S: THE HEART 
OF THE COMMUNITY

Rev. Jojo Puthussery draws huge 
crowds to his masses / L8

TEACHER COMES  
FULL CIRCLE

 Taylor Mountain’s Areli Carranza 
grew up where she teaches / L13

Manuel Arjona grew up on Mexico’s Yucatán 
peninsula and left his home to build a new life 
in California. His Mayan roots are now show-

cased in the food he serves at the downtown Sonoma 
restaurant he co-owns. Arjona represents just one face 
of Sonoma County’s Latino community, a diverse group 
of people who can trace their ancestry to Spain, Mexico, 
Cuba, Puerto Rico, Central or South America. Each year 
during Latino Heritage Month, we are encouraged to 
honor those differences while also celebrating the dis-
tinct Latino culture that is emerging in Sonoma County. 

In this special section, we profile a few people who have found their own 
ways to contribute: Father Jojo Puthussery, who tends a primarily Latino 
congregation; Dr. Enrique Gonzalez-Mendez, who helps healers learn to 
respect differences; Ariel Carranza, who came home to teach children; 
Omar Gallardo, who invites others to get outside; Jose Espinoza, who 
makes youth soccer accessible; and Alma Navarette, who keeps us danc-
ing.  They represent the greater community of  people at work shaping 
Sonoma County’s vibrant Latino culture into something we can all take 
pride in.

Manuel Arjona creció en la península de Yucatán, 
México. Salió de su casa para hacer una vida 
nueva en California. Sus raíces mayas están des-

plegadas en la comida que sirve en el restaurante del cual 
es copropietario en el centro de Sonoma. Arjona represen-
ta sólo una cara de la comunidad latina en el condado de 
Sonoma, un grupo diverso de personas que puede rastrear 
sus orígenes hasta España, México, Cuba, Puerto Rico, 
Centroamérica o América del Sur. Cada año, durante el 
Mes de la Herencia Latina, nos animamos a honrar esas 
diferencias mientras celebramos la inconfundible cultura 
latina que está surgiendo en el condado de Sonoma.

En esta sección especial, retratamos a algunas personas que han 
encontrado sus propias formas de contribuir: el padre Jojo Puthussery, 
quien atiende a una congregación ante todo latina; el doctor Enrique 
González-Méndez, quien ayuda a terapeutas a respetar las diferencias; 
Ariel Carranza, quien llegó a casa para educar a los niños; Omar Gallardo 
invita a otros a salir al aire libre; José Espinoza hace el futbol juvenil ac-
cesible; y Alma Navarrete, quien mantiene a la gente bailando. Estas per-
sonas representan a la gran comunidad que con sus ocupaciones moldea la 
vibrante cultura latina del condado de Sonoma en algo de lo cual podemos 
estar orgullosos todos.
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