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Texas Gov. Greg Abbott

Abbott: 
Harvey 
to top 
Katrina

HOUSTON — As people 
throughout this flooded re-
gion sought solace in places of  
worship Sunday, some of  them 
makeshift, the governor of  Tex-
as predicted that Hurricane 
Harvey’s economic toll would 
exceed Hurricane Katrina as 
the federal government’s costli-
est natural disaster.

“When you look at the num-
ber of  homes that have been 
mowed down and destroyed 
and damaged, this is going to 
be a huge catastrophe that peo-
ple need to come to grips with,” 
Gov. Greg Abbott said on CNN’s 
“State of  the Union.”

Harvey, Abbott said, had 
proved “far larger than Katrina, 
both geographically and popu-
lationwise.” He said he expected 
the storm’s ultimate cost to ex-
ceed the $120 billion that the fed-
eral government spent after Ka-
trina devastated the Gulf  Coast 
12 years ago.

Abbott’s forecast came as the 
Trump administration said that 
it wanted to tie a first burst of  
relief  money to a measure that 
would raise the federal debt ceil-
ing, probably inflaming a grow-
ing fight over the White House’s 
request for an initial aid pack-
age with a price tag approach-
ing $8 billion. A majority of  that 
money would go to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agen-

Trump administration 
seeks to tie relief money 
to raised debt ceiling
BY ALAN BLINDER 
AND ANNIE CORREAL
NEW YORK TIMES
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N Korea bomb test biggest yet

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea’s detonation of  a sixth 
nuclear bomb Sunday prompt-
ed the Trump administration 
to warn that even the threat to 
use such a weapon against the 
United States and its allies “will 
be met with a massive military 
response.”

The test — and President 
Donald Trump’s response — im-
mediately raised new questions 
about the president’s North Ko-
rea strategy and opened a new 
rift with a major U.S. ally, South 

Korea, which Trump criticized 
for its “talk of  appeasement” 
with the North.

The underground blast was 
by far North Korea’s most pow-
erful ever. Though it was far 
from clear that the North had 
set off a hydrogen bomb, as it 
claimed, the explosion caused 
tremors that were felt in South 
Korea and China. 

Experts estimated that the 
blast was four to 16 times more 
powerful than any the North 
had set off before, with far more 
destructive power than the 
bombs dropped on the Japanese 
cities of  Hiroshima and Nagasa-

ki during World War II.
Yet after a day of  meetings 

in the Situation Room involv-
ing Trump and his advisers, 
two phone calls between the 
president and Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe of  Japan, and even 
demands from some liberal 
Democrats to cut off North Ko-
rea’s energy supplies, Trump’s 
aides conceded that they faced a 
familiar conundrum.

While the Pentagon has 
worked up a series of  military 
options for targeted strikes 
at North Korea’s nuclear and 
missile sites, Trump was told 
that there is no assurance that 
the United States could destroy 
them all in a lightning strike, 

NATIONAL SECURITY » US warns that threat to use 
such a device will draw ‘massive military response’
By DAVID E. SANGER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, left, accompanied by Joint Chiefs  
Chairman Gen. Joseph Dunford, speaks to reporters at a news  
conference Sunday in Washington.
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Clinical lab scientist Lori Rennard at the urinalysis lab at Kaiser Permanente in Santa Rosa prepares a urine sample Friday to be shipped off-site to 
be tested for chlamydia. Health experts report a jump in cases of sexually transmitted diseases since 2008.

‘Astronomical’ increase 
in STD infection rates

PUBLIC HEALTH » SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES

Some doctors blame ‘hookup’ apps, less fear of HIV, less use of condoms

The rates of  sexually transmit-
ted diseases such as chlamyd-
ia, gonorrhea and syphilis 

have been skyrocketing in Sonoma 
County since 2008 as the spread of  
HIV has declined slightly, raising 
alarms among local health care 
professionals and county public 
health officials.

The seemingly contradictory 
trends have local health experts 

trying to figure out the possible 
causes. Some point to mobile 
“hookup” apps that have greatly 
facilitated consensual and casual 
sex, or the use of  HIV prevention 
and treatment methods that inhibit 
the spread of  the virus but may be 
encouraging risky behavior such 
as no longer using condoms.

Others say county budget cuts 
have adversely affected prevention 
and treatment programs aimed 
at reducing sexually transmitted 
infections, or STIs. Meanwhile, 

the number of  Sonoma County 
residents being screened for STIs 
has grown, likely due to increased 
access to health care under 
Obamacare and more intensive 
screening.

Between 2008 and 2016, the num-
ber of  reported cases in Sonoma 
County of  chlamydia rose from 910 
to 1,893; gonorrhea cases jumped 
from 69 to 554; and syphilis went 
from a low of  four to 63.

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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STD CASES
Chlamydia 
2008: 910 
2016: 1,893
Gonorrhea 
2008: 69 
2016: 554
Syphilis 
2008: 4 
2016: 63
Source: Sonoma 
County Health 
Services


