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49ERS RUNNING 
BACKS READY »  
Morris, Breida 
elevated to fill 
large hole left 
after McKinnon’s 
knee injury.  B1

CIVIC LEADERS 
LAUD LABORERS »  
Annual pancake 
breakfast offers 
opportunity to 
thank workers in  
rebuild effort.  A3
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Homeowner Tom Francois, center, talks with Eric, left, and Dave Keith of Sonoma County Builders in front of his rebuilt home, the first to be  
completed in Fountaingrove, on Sonterra Court in Santa Rosa. “It’s been a grind from when it first happened to where it is now,” said Francois.

SR’s Fountaingrove sees 
its 1st home completed

Community, 
resident reach 
milestone as 
contractor 
readies house

London Breed

SF’s new
mayor 
pledges 
cleanup

SAN FRANCISCO — The 
streets of  San Francisco — hilly, 
curvy, cinematic and, in recent 
years, a bleak showcase for the 
mentally ill and economically 
displaced — have long reflected 
this eccentric city’s governing 
priorities and many civic con-
tradictions.

Some are easy to make fun of, 
the utopian fantasies of  a place 
famous for pursuing its own ar-
tisanal world view.

But a new mayor has taken 
office. She is, at least for the mo-
ment, trading San Francisco’s 
liberal-laboratory style of  lo-
cal government for a practical, 
down-and-very-dirty approach 
that is reflected in what she said 
she wants as her legacy.

“I want people to walk around 
this city and think, ‘Wow, it’s 
so clean here,’” Mayor London 
Breed said during a recent inter-
view. “I want people just hang-
ing out in front of  where they 
live and enjoying the weather, 
people of  all races, able to live 
in dignity because they have a 

Tom Francois has lost a great deal in his life: 
his right leg was amputated below the knee 
in 2001 after complications with blood clots; 

his beloved wife, Carol, died in 2014 after a battle 
with lung cancer; and flames destroyed his Foun-
taingrove home Oct. 9. 

About 11 months after Tubbs fire leveled his Son-
terra Court home, the 77-year-old will be the first 

in Santa Rosa’s Fountaingrove area to have a home 
rebuilt and ready for occupancy, contractors say.

It marks a personal triumph for Francois and 
a milestone for the Fountaingrove area, where 
rebuilding activity has lagged  behind most other 
areas of  Sonoma County.    

“It’s been a grind from when it first happened to 
where it is now. I’m just so blessed to have people 
like Sonoma County Builders,” Francois said of  

Swamped courts short of interpreters

SAN DIEGO — A status hear-
ing for a Ghanaian man accused 
of  crossing the border illegally 
was abruptly cut short when 
the phone connection between 
the courtroom and an Ashanti 
Twi interpreter on the line went 

dead. The defendant, who does 
not speak English, would have 
to come back to court the next 
day to try again.

At another hearing, a young 
Mexican woman also being 
prosecuted for illegal entry 
didn’t understand what was 
happening around her as she 
was seated in court. She needed 

a Mixteco interpreter, but the 
one on hand spoke a different 
dialect. Still, they pressed on, 
slowly attempting to explain the 
charges against her, with con-
fusion and tears etched on her 
face.

Similar scenarios of  commu-
nication breakdown have be-
come commonplace in San Di-
ego federal court as the Trump 
administration said it would 
treat every illegal border cross-
ing as a crime under a “zero tol-

erance” policy.
Since the policy’s implemen-

tation in May, the demand for 
foreign language interpreters 
has soared, but filling the need 
has not been easy.

The increased caseload has 
led to logistical problems in 
court, frustrations as defense 
attorneys struggle to communi-
cate basic legal concepts to their 
clients, and concern among the 

Breed seeks to address 
dirty sidewalks, housing 
crisis, outdoor drug use
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WASHINGTON POST
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Views about Kavanaugh far apart

WASHINGTON — Two wild-
ly different portraits of  Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh are set to 
emerge today when he appears 
on Capitol Hill for the opening 
of  his Supreme Court confirma-
tion hearings. One is a champi-
on for women; the other a threat 

to women’s rights.
Republicans will 

present Kavanaugh 
to the nation as an ex-
perienced, indepen-
dent-minded jurist with 
a sparkling résumé, and 
as an advocate and men-
tor for women in the ju-
diciary. Among the cas-
es they will cite: his 2009 
ruling in favor of  Emily’s List, 
the group that backs Democrat-
ic women who support abortion 
rights.

Democrats will tell an entire-

ly different story, paint-
ing Kavanaugh as a 
far-right extremist who 
would roll back abor-
tion rights, deny health 
coverage to people with 
pre-existing condi-
tions, protect President 
Donald Trump from 
the threat of  subpoe-
na — and as someone 

who may have misled Congress 
when he testified during his ap-
peals court confirmation hear-
ing in 2006.

Those two competing narra-

tives will define the contours of  
a deeply partisan and immense-
ly consequential battle over 
Trump’s Supreme Court nomi-
nee. But while Democrats vowed 
early on to scuttle the Kavanaugh 
nomination — Sen. Chuck Schum-
er, D-New York, the minority lead-
er, promised to “oppose him with 
everything I’ve got” — they are 
unlikely to find success.

Democrats have been unable 
to muster much public outrage 
over his nomination or Republi-
cans’ refusal to grant them full 
access to documents from Kava-

naugh’s time working for former 
President George W. Bush. Even 
the Trump White House’s deci-
sion over the weekend to keep 
100,000 pages secret produced 
little blowback. And Democrats 
fell flat in their effort to delay 
the hearings after Trump’s for-
mer lawyer, Michael Cohen, 
implicated the president in a 
hush-money scheme to influ-
ence the 2016 election.

Kavanaugh, 53, has spent 
the past 12 years on the federal 

SUPREME COURT » As 
hearings begin, is pick 
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