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A migrant woman, holding a 
child, waits this week in hopes 
of boarding a train to Germany 
in Budapest, Hungary.

Migrants 
allowed 
to leave 
Hungary

NICKELSDORF, Austria — 
Thousands of  migrants who 
have been bottled up in Hun-
gary, demanding passage to 
the West, will be allowed into 
Austria and Germany, the Aus-
trian chancellor said late Fri-
day. Early today, the first buses 
carrying them arrived at the 
Hungary-Austria border.

In a chaotic scene at the main 
border crossing on the road to 
Vienna, local volunteers hand-
ed out water and bananas to the 
first busloads of  exhausted but 
happy migrants. As they began 
passing from Hungarian terri-
tory through the border check-
point, a few shouted, “Thank 
you, Austria!”

Earlier, after several days of  
chaos and civil disobedience 
by the migrants, Hungarian 
officials threw in the towel 
and allowed the people living 
in a squalid encampment in a  
below-ground plaza outside the 
city’s main train station onto 
more than 40 buses headed for 
the Austrian border, as they had 
been demanding.

“On the basis of  the current 
situation of  need, Austria and 
Germany agree to allow in this 
case the onward journey of  
these refugees into their coun-
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Austria, Germany accepting 
thousands of refugees; some 
had begun journey on foot

Toyota puts 
$50M toward 
‘intelligent’ car

The Toyota Motor Corp. an-
nounced on Friday an ambitious 
$50 million robotics and artifi-
cial intelligence research effort, 
in collaboration with Stanford 
University and the Massachu-
setts Institute of  Technology, 
to develop “intelligent” rather 
than self-driving cars.

The distinction is a significant 
one, according to Gill Pratt, a 
prominent American roboticist, 
who has left his position at the 
Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency of  the Penta-
gon to direct the new effort.

Rather than compete with 
companies like Google and Tes-
la, which are designing cars that 
drive without human interven-
tion, Toyota will focus its effort 
on using advances in AI tech-
nologies to make humans better 
drivers.

Pratt described the two ap-
proaches as “parallel” and “se-
rial” autonomy. In layman’s 
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River to remain  
open for swimming
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Friends from Novato, who were celebrating a birthday Friday at Johnson’s Beach in Guerneville, tried not to drink the Russian River 
water after hearing warnings of blue-green algae (not pictured). A neurotoxin in the algae killed a visiting couple’s dog last weekend.

The Russian River will remain open to swimmers 
and other revelers during Labor Day weekend, 
but authorities said Friday that river visitors 

should leave their dogs at home after they confirmed 
that a neurotoxin produced by blue-green algae caused 
the death of  a golden retriever that swam in the water-
way last weekend.

Sonoma County health officials said they are hoping 
to spare any more pets from the swift, awful death 
experienced by a San Jose couple’s stricken dog a week 
ago.

Children are at high risk as well, authorities said, 
and should be monitored closely so they do not 
consume any water or play in blue-green algae, small 
amounts of  which have been found in part of  the river 
this season, according to Karen Holbrook, the county’s 
deputy public health officer.

“The key exposure mechanism that we’re concerned 
about is ingesting the water and the algae,” Holbrook 
said, “and because dogs like to go in the water, they’re 
not very discriminatory about what water they go in. 

The beach in Monte Rio is occupied by few people on Friday, but crowds 
are anticipated for Labor Day weekend. Officials had debated whether to 
restrict access to the Russian River over concerns about blue-green algae.

RUSSIAN RIVER’S ALGAE PROBLEM

Health officials warn revelers to watch kids closely, leave dogs at home
By MARY CALLAHAN and GUY KOVNER
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Owner recounts dog’s tragic day on river

Alfredo and Brooke Rudas floated 
down the Russian River last Saturday in 
a rented inflatable canoe, their 2-year-old 
golden retriever, Posie, jumping off the 
boat again and again to splash and play 
in the cool water.

The day was unfolding in the same re-
laxing fashion as the previous float trips 
the San Jose couple had taken on the riv-
er. But suddenly, Posie started showing 
signs of  distress.

In the boat, the dog appeared to suffer 
a seizure, her legs stiffening and catching 
in the folds of  the canoe. When the dog’s 
eyes rolled back into her head, Brooke 
called out to her husband for help.

Moments later, the young dog be-
gan foaming at the mouth. Then, to the  
Rudas’ horror, she stopped breathing. 

“We started paddling frantically as 
hard as we could,” Brooke said.

The San Jose woman on Friday pro-
vided the first public account of  the cir-
cumstances surrounding the dog’s death, 
which in the days after the tragedy be-
came the focus of  an intense investiga-
tion into an outbreak of  toxin-containing 
blue-green algae on the Russian River.

Tests ultimately confirmed the dog 
died of  a lethal toxin produced by the 
algae, prompting Sonoma County public 

BROOKE RUDAS 

Posie, a golden retriever owned by Alfredo and 
Brooke Rudas, died shortly after swimming in the 
Russian River and being exposed to toxic algae. 

By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO POSIE, PAGE A11

San Jose couple’s 2-year-old  
golden retriever, Posie, fell victim  
to deadly, fast-acting neurotoxin


