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World’s most famous nun now a saint
Mother Teresa, who spent
life nursing the poor, called
‘tireless worker of mercy’
By ELISABETTA POVOLEDO
NEW YORK TIMES

VATICAN CITY — She was known
throughout the world as Mother Teresa, considered a saint by many
for her charitable work among the
poorest of the world’s poor. On Sunday morning, Pope Francis officially
bestowed that title at her canonization ceremony in St. Peter’s Square.
“I think, perhaps, we may have

some difficulty in calling her St. Teresa: Her holiness is so near to us,
so tender and so fruitful, that we
continue to spontaneously call her
Mother Teresa,” the pope said in offthe-cuff remarks during his homily.
It was a festive atmosphere at the
Vatican, under a broiling summer
sun, and several flags fluttered in
the light breeze: from Albania, representing the Roman Catholic nun’s
ethnic origins; from Macedonia, to
note her birthplace, Skopje; from
India, where she spent most of her
life, working in the slums of Kolkata; and from the many other countries where she touched countless

lives.
When Francis proclaimed her
St. Teresa at the end of the formal ceremony, in Latin, the crowd
erupted in sustained applause.
“We are proud of her, all of India
is proud,” said Marina Borneo Sam,
who traveled from Kolkata with her
mother to be at the ceremony. “She
may no longer be there, but we still
feel her spirit around us.”
For some, Mother Teresa’s saintliness was so evident that her canonization was just a formality.
“For me nothing has changed,”
said Giovanna Tommasi, a lay member of the Missionaries of Chari-

ty, the religious order founded by
Mother Teresa in 1950. “When you
were fortunate enough to know her,
as I did, then today’s celebration
doesn’t change much.”
The canonization marked a highlight of the Jubilee year, which the
pope had proclaimed to celebrate
the theme of mercy, and on Sunday
he called Mother Teresa a “tireless
worker of mercy.”
Mother Teresa earned fame and
accolades over a lifetime spent
working with the poor and the sick,
and with orphans, lepers and AIDS
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Prepping for extremes

LABOR DAY

Hourly
wages
climbing
at last
As jobless numbers fall,
minimum-pay laws rise,
workers see solid gains
By JIM PUZZANGHERA
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Kayaker Gene Fanucchi heads out onto Spring Lake on Friday in Santa Rosa, while Brittany Dybdahl encourages her dog, Layla, back to shore. The
reservoir was designed to protect Santa Rosa from 100-year floods.

Water Agency analyzing future
risks to water delivery, flood
control and sanitation systems
By ANGELA HART
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A massive storm floods the upper reaches of the Russian River, destroying critical pumping infrastructure that delivers
drinking water to 600,000 Sonoma County
residents. Longer stretches of extreme heat
and protracted drought conditions leave
bone-dry woodlands dangerously susceptible to wildfire. Rising ocean waters threaten to infiltrate the underground aquifers
farmers and rural residents depend upon.

Efforts are underway across Sonoma
County to prepare for such weather extremes, which scientific models indicate
are driven by climate change, according to
Sonoma County officials and local experts.
A new $830,000 initiative at the Sonoma
County Water Agency — the first of its
kind locally — seeks to develop a detailed
analysis of risks and potential vulnerabilities to the county’s complex water delivery,
flood control and sanitation systems.
For the next two years, Water Agency
officials will assess and develop an adaptation plan to reduce impacts of a changing
climate on public drinking water supplies,
and the agency’s network of reservoirs,
sanitation ponds and infrastructure. The
idea is to identify potential problems and
seek state and federal funding to build a

more resilient system.
“There are several global climate models
out there, and there are some things they
all agree on — it’s going to get warmer, and
that alone has very significant consequences,” said Jay Jasperse, chief engineer and
director of groundwater management at
the Water Agency. “The better we are able
to be proactive and anticipate these changes, the better off the entire community is
going to be.”
Models indicate that in the coming
decades, Sonoma County can expect increasing temperatures, longer and more
frequent droughts, greater frequency and
intensity of wildfires, bigger floods and rising sea levels.

WASHINGTON — For millions of Americans, a reminder
of the economic damage of the
2007-09 recession has arrived
every week or two for years —
in their paychecks.
Painfully slow wage growth
has limited economic recovery, with many workers getting
few if any raises. But there are
signs that has started to change.
The falling unemployment
rate has led to more competition for workers, spurring solid
gains in average hourly earnings in recent months.
Those pressures, amplified by
laws providing minimum-wage
increases in California, New
York and elsewhere, also are
triggering changes for the
workers who need raises the
most. Beginning last year, large
companies such as Wal-Mart,
Starbucks, McDonald’s and JPMorgan Chase increased what
they pay their lowest-level employees.
When adjusted for inflation,
median annual household incomes declined to $53,657 in
2014, the most recent year for
which government data are
available, from $57,724 in 2000.
“Household incomes are more
than $4,000 lower than their levels in the year 2000,” Republican
nominee Donald Trump said at
a rally in Virginia last month.
“Think of it — you’re making
$4,000 less now than you did
16, 17 years ago.”
Wage growth already was
taking a hit this century for sevTURN TO WAGES » PAGE A2
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Syria crisis getting scant attention in US
‘Tough issues’ hinder talks
with Russia for cease-fire
in devastating 5-year war
By MARK LANDLER
AND MARK MAZZETTI
NEW YORK TIMES

HANGZHOU, China — The image
of a 5-year-old Syrian boy, dazed and
bloodied after being rescued from an
airstrike on rebel-held Aleppo, rever-
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berated around the world last month,
a harrowing reminder that five years
after civil war broke out there, Syria
remains a charnel house.
But the reaction was more muted in
Washington, where Syria has become
a distant disaster rather than an urgent crisis. President Barack Obama’s
policy toward Syria has barely budged
in the past year and shows no sign of
change for the remainder of his term.
The White House has faced little pressure over the issue, in part because
Syria is getting scant attention on the
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campaign trail from either Donald
Trump or Hillary Clinton.
That frustrates many analysts
because they believe that a shift in
policy will come only when Obama
has left office. “Given the tone of this
campaign, I doubt the electorate will
be presented with realistic and intelligible options, with respect to Syria,”
said Frederic C. Hof, a former adviser
on Syria in the administration.
The lack of substantive political deTURN TO SYRIA » PAGE A2
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Turkish tanks head to the Syrian border in Karkamis,
Turkey. The Turks and allied forces expelled the
Islamic State group the Syrian-Turkish border on
Sunday. See story on Page A2.
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