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INSIDE

Panel 
to study  
doctor 
shortage 

California’s severe short-
age of  primary care doctors is 
among the pressing health care 
issues that will be examined by 
a new statewide commission 
bringing together leaders in 
health, education and workforce 
development. 

Assemblyman Jim Wood, 
D-Healdsburg, 
chairman of  
the Assem-
bly Health 
Committee, is 
among the two 
dozen people 
on the Cali-
fornia Future 
Health Work-
force Com-
mission who 

will convene over the next 15 
months with the goal of  drafting 
a master plan for bolstering the 
state’s health workforce. The 
first of  its kind in the state, the 
commission will emphasize pri-
mary care, mental health and 
care for the aging.

“The current system we have 
isn’t really sustainable,” said 
Wood, who was a dentist in Clo-
verdale before joining the State 
Assembly. ”As our population 
ages, we need to make sure we 
have the right people in the right 
places to take care of  them.”

The commission is co-chaired 
by Janet Napolitano, president 
of  the University of  California, 
the largest health education and 
training system in the country, 
along with Lloyd Dean, presi-
dent and CEO of  state health 
care giant Dignity Health. Mem-
bers of  the panel include rep-
resentatives from Cedar-Sinai, 
Charles R. Drew University of  

Experts say California’s 
providers tend to shun 
regions with lower pay
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Motorists pass through the roundabout construction area on Healdsburg Avenue while an excavator crew continues their work Thursday in 
Healdsburg. Business owners in the surrounding area have complained about the noise, dust and loss of customers.

Road takes toll on city

Many businesses say construction depressing their sales by double digits 

HEALDSBURG » ROUNDABOUT DELAY

“Patience is a virtue, that’s 
a saying we might tout,as we 
drive that old five-way stop that 
will be our roundabout. But if  
you’re a business owner with 
flagging sales, or little clout, 
hanging on by just a shoestring, 
you damn this roundabout.”

 —  Russ Messing, 
Healdsburg literary laureate

A long-running project 
to install a roundabout 
and major infrastruc-

ture improvements at the 
gateway to downtown Healds-
burg — now as much as a year 
behind schedule — has created 
pain, frustration and anger, 

especially for businesses in the 
construction zone having to 
endure the noise, dust and loss 
of  customers.

The $10.3 million project 
that started a year ago was 
supposed to finish Wednesday, 
according to the contract. But 
winter rains and other com-
plications have delayed the 
estimated completion date to 
next May, according to the con-
tractor, but more likely August 
2018, according to city officials.

The disruptions and delay 
have been blamed for pushing 
one bar out of  business, leav-
ing some shops either teeter-
ing on the brink of  closing or 
absorbing significant hits to 

By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Spoke Folk Cyclery owner Richard Peacock gives a customer’s dog a 
bowl of water Thursday as construction crews, at left, continue digging 
a trench on Mill Street outside his bike shop in Healdsburg.

Congress bracing for battle over the ‘dreamers’

WASHINGTON — Lawmak-
ers and advocates on both sides 
began to stake out positions 
Monday for an extended public 
fight over whether Congress 
should provide legal status to 
young undocumented immi-
grants known as “dreamers” 

as President Donald Trump is 
preparing to rescind Obama-era 
protections for them as early as 
today.

Moderate congressional Re-
publicans, and even some con-
servatives, suggested that they 
are open to crafting a legislative 
deal that could offer permanent 
legal status to hundreds of  thou-
sands of  immigrants who have 
been in the country illegally 
since they were children. Dem-
ocrats lambasted Trump for his 
expected decision and called on 
the GOP to join them to protect 

the dreamers.
Urgency on Capitol Hill has 

mounted amid reports that 
Trump will end the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program, which has allowed 
nearly 800,000 people to live and 
work in the United States with-
out fear of  deportation. Trump, 
who is scheduled to announce 

his decision today, is leaning to-
ward terminating the program 
but delaying enforcement for six 
months to give lawmakers time 
to find a solution, according 
to people briefed on the White 
House’s deliberations.

Trump faces a deadline today 
from Texas and several other 
states that have vowed to sue 
the administration over DACA 
if  the president does not termi-
nate it. Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions, an immigration hawk, 
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BY DAVID NAKAMURA
WASHINGTON POST

Trump expected today 
to announce decision on 
status of 800K migrants

INSIDE
College students, among many other 
undocumented immigrants living in 
US, fear turmoil / A6

US urges N Korea fuel cutoff

WASHINGTON — The 
Trump administration, warning 
that North Korea is “begging 
for war,” is pressing China and 
other members of  the United 
Nations Security Council to cut 

off all oil and other fuels to the 
country.

The effort, which senior ad-
ministration officials described 
as a last best chance to resolve 
the standoff with the North 
using sanctions rather than 
military means, came as South 
Korean officials said Monday 
that they had seen evidence that 

North Korea may be preparing 
another test, likely of  an inter-
continental ballistic missile.

That test, which would be 
the nation’s third in a month, 
could be timed to mark the an-
niversary of  the founding of  
North Korea by Kim Il Sung, the 
grandfather of  the current lead-
er. It is unclear where the test 
might be aimed, but Pentagon 
officials said they were examin-
ing options in case it was meant 
to demonstrate that the North 

could put a missile, with accu-
racy, off the coast of  Guam, an 
American territory.

The call for the fuel cutoff, 
which is expected to be part of  
a draft resolution that the Unit-
ed States is beginning to discuss 
privately with other members 
of  the Security Council, came 
a day after North Korea’s most 
powerful nuclear test in the 11 
years it has been detonating nu-
clear weapons.

It is far from clear that Chi-

na’s president, Xi Jinping, 
would be willing to go along 
with the highly aggressive step 
of  cutting off fuel to the North. 
Roughly 90 percent of  North Ko-
rea’s trade, and nearly all of  its 
imported energy supplies, come 
from China. China’s overall 
trade with the North was up sig-
nificantly in the past 12 months, 
and it has long feared that an oil 
cutoff would lead to the collapse 

NUCLEAR SHOWDOWN » Effort depends on China,  
but Beijing fears triggering collapse of Kim regime 
By DAVID E. SANGER 
AND CHOE SANG-HUN
NEW YORK TIMES
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