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Hearings off to chaotic start
SUPREME COURT » Senate
Democrats protest GOP’s refusal
to release records on Kavanaugh
By DAVID G. SAVAGE, JENNIFER
HABERKORN AND SARAH D. WIRE
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Senate confirmation hearings for Supreme Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh got
off to a noisy, chaotic start Tuesday as Democrats tried to shut down the proceeding
and protesters were repeatedly removed for
shouting and interrupting.
Just moments after the hearing began,

California Sen. Kamala Harris led other
Democratic members of the Senate Judiciary Committee in refusing to let committee
Chairman Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa,
proceed. They repeatedly interrupted with
motions to adjourn or postpone the hearing.
Democrats accused Republicans and the
Trump administration of refusing to release tens of thousands of pages of documents that might reveal more about Kavanaugh’s role as a lawyer in the George W.
Bush White House, particularly concerning
his views about torturing terrorist suspects.
“What is being hidden?” asked Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vermont, a former committee
chairman.

Sen. Lindsey Graham, a South Carolina
Republican, said Democratic frustration
was rooted in their losing the 2016 presidential election to Donald Trump. “You can’t
lose the election and pick judges,” he told
them.
Much of the assault was led by Harris
and other Democrats on the committee
who are potential 2020 presidential candidates, including Sens. Cory Booker of New
Jersey and Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota.
This week’s confirmation hearings will give
them an opportunity to raise their national
profiles.
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HIGHWAY 101 » Widening work progresses, but a ballot
proposition and a court case threaten funding for key projects

Expanding challenges
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Highway 101 corridor construction continues Tuesday north of San Antonio Creek in the Sonoma-Marin Narrows. A ballot measure and a court
case are threatening the funding for other key projects that aim to eliminate bottlenecks on the often-jammed highway.
By MATT BROWN
PETALUMA ARGUS-COURIER

M

otorists on Highway 101 in southern
Sonoma County have noticed big changes
taking place in recent months around the
county line as the long-running freeway widening
project takes shape through the Sonoma-Marin
Narrows.
Unfortunately, traffic relief is not expected for
at least another year as the complex project drags
on. Separately, funding for other key bottlenecks
not yet under construction is in jeopardy because
of a ballot measure and a court case.
Still, Sonoma County transportation officials
remain hopeful that the entire stretch of Highway
101 from Windsor to Novato will be widened to six
lanes by 2023, ending a $1.2 billion, two-decade effort to remake the region’s most important transportation corridor.
“It will feel great when the Narrows are finally
widened,” said Supervisor David Rabbitt, a board
TURN TO HIGHWAY 101 » PAGE A2

A new bridge at San Antonio Creek is nearly complete, and southbound drivers already
are using it. Northbound traffic is expected to shift onto the new bridge in November.

New book has White House on defense
Bob Woodward’s exposé ‘Fear’
depicts Trump administration
as treacherous, out of control
By MARK LANDLER
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — President Donald
Trump so alarmed his defense secretary,
Jim Mattis, during a discussion last January
of the nuclear standoff with North Korea
that an exasperated Mattis told colleagues
“the president acted like — and had the understanding — of a ‘fifth- or sixth-grader.’ ”
At another moment, Trump’s aides became so worried about his judgment that
Gary Cohn, then the chief economic adviser, took a letter from the president’s Oval
Office desk authorizing the withdrawal

of the United States from
a trade agreement with
South Korea. Trump, who
had planned to sign the
letter, never realized it was
missing.
These anecdotes are in
a sprawling, highly anticipated new book by Bob
Bob
Woodward, which depicts
Woodward
the Trump White House as
a Byzantine, treacherous, often out-of-control operation — “crazytown,” in the words
of the chief of staff, John Kelly — hostage to
the whims of an impulsive, ill-informed and
undisciplined president.
The New York Times obtained a copy of
the book, “Fear,” which will be published
Tuesday by Simon & Schuster.
Woodward, a longtime Washington Post
reporter and editor who helped bring down

President Richard Nixon with his reporting on the Watergate scandal, has turned
the internal dramas of several previous
White Houses into best-sellers. In taking
on Trump, he faced the challenge of an unusually leaky administration, which has
already provided grist for countless news
articles and one mega-best-seller, “Fire and
Fury” by Michael Wolff.
But Woodward’s book has unsettled the
administration and the president, in part
because it is clear that the author has spoken with so many current and former officials, though all on the condition that they
not be cited as sources for the information.
Trump, after initially brushing it aside as
“just another bad book,” accused Woodward
of making up quotes from Mattis and Kelly
and perpetuating a “con on the public.” In
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Steven Rothschild

SONOMA VALLEY

Guilty
verdict
on lesser
charge
Jury convicts man of
voluntary manslaughter
for strangling his wife
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A Sonoma County jury on
Tuesday found a Sonoma Valley
man guilty of voluntary manslaughter for strangling his wife
of 36 years last year.
Jurors rejected the prosecution’s first-degree murder
charge against Steven Rothschild, who was arrested for the
Aug. 4, 2017 killing of his wife,
Juanita Rothschild, in their
Boyes Hot Springs home.
A murder conviction could
have sent Rothschild, 73, to prison for the remainder of his life.
It required the prosecution to
show at trial Rothschild committed a premeditated act of violence against his wife.
The six-woman, six-man jury
found Rothschild guilty of a
lesser crime, felony voluntary
manslaughter, after finding the
evidence and testimony from
mental health professionals
supported Rothschild’s contention he snapped after years of
emotional abuse by his wife.
Rothschild will be sentenced
Oct. 30 by Judge Dana Simonds.
He faces up to 11 years in state
prison.
“They didn’t come to the conclusion I would have wanted,
but they considered the evidence thoroughly and I respect
their decision,” Deputy District
Attorney Javier Vaca said outside the courtroom.
Friends of Juanita Rothschild
followed the case closely and attended portions of the five-day
trial. After the jury’s verdict,
Al and Judy Bayless of Sonoma Valley said they were disappointed and thought the punishment should have been more
severe.
“I’m horrified,” Judy Bayless
said. “A white rich man wins
again.”
“I’m ticked off,” Al Bayless
said. “But that doesn’t bring
Nita back.”
Rothschild admitted to a 911
dispatcher the night of her
strangulation that he killed
his wife. His defense never was
one of innocence, rather that
he cracked after withstanding
years of tirades from his wife.
The night he killed her, Rothschild testified, they had seen a
concert at the Green Music Center in Rohnert Park and Juanita Rothschild berated him on
the long drive home for sitting
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