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BEST FOR ENTREPRENEURS: 
2 local cities rank among top 
spots to start a business / E1

Vintners counting on 
quality, not quantity
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LONG NIGHTS: Vineyard workers pick pinot noir grapes under a bright array of floodlights during a night harvest at E&J Gallo’s Laguna Ranch Vineyards in 
Sebastopol on Wednesday. Sonoma County’s wine-grape harvest started earlier than usual and is expected to finish early, too.

Midnight had come and gone, but wine-
maker Boyd Morrison was still walking 
through the Laguna Ranch Vineyards 

outside Sebastopol to examine the grapes that will 
become the foundation for his 2015 vintage.

Halogen floodlights lit up the vineyard as crews 
moved down the rows, swiftly snipping clusters of  
pinot noir grapes from the vines. Morrison, who 
had been up since 4 the previous morning, was 
filled with a mixture of  exhaustion and elation, a 
feeling that winemakers know all too well in Sep-
tember as the North Coast’s annual grape harvest 
shifts into high gear.

As winemaker for MacMurray Estate Vineyards, 
a pinot noir specialist owned by Modesto-based 
E&J Gallo Winery, Morrison monitors all the dif-
ferent vineyards in his portfolio. He had been down 
to Monterey earlier in the week and wearily joked 
that harvest is “just the time to live in your car.”

 But the payoff approached as Morrison sam-
pled the grapes from Wednesday night’s pick. The 

PICKING PINOT: Abel Gutierrez, left, and Ignacio Castro pick leaves out of a bin of pinot noir 
grapes late Wednesday night at E&J Gallo’s Laguna Ranch Vineyards.

SONOMA COUNTY HARVEST

2015 wine-grape crop to be much smaller than last year’s $1.4 billion bounty 
By BILL SWINDELL
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Francis coming to US after avoiding it for 78 years

During his first private meeting with 
Pope Francis in the Vatican two years 
ago, Cardinal Timothy Dolan said, the 
pope took out an atlas with a map of  the 
United States and asked Dolan, the arch-
bishop of  New York, to point out the vari-
ous regions and cities and talk about how 

they differed.
Francis seemed to recognize that he 

had some homework to do: When he 
travels this month to Washington, New 
York and Philadelphia, the visit will be 
his first to the United States. Both of  his 
most recent predecessors, Benedict XVI 
and John Paul II, traveled to the United 
States before rising to the papacy. Other 
Catholic prelates from around the world 
have come for fundraisers, speaking en-
gagements or global Catholic events, like 
World Youth Day in Denver in 1993.

But Francis, a former archbishop of  
Buenos Aires, Argentina, had steered 

KEVIN HAGEN / New York Times

Cardinal Timothy Dolan last week unveils the altar 
chair Pope Francis will use for an upcoming Mass 
at Madison Square Garden in New York.

Usually preferring to spend time 
with the poor, pope this month  

makes first trip to economic giant

By LAURIE GOODSTEIN
NEW YORK TIMES
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ONLINE: For more night harvest photos, go to pressdemocrat.com

MICHAEL PROBST / Associated Press

Refugees arrive at the 
train station in Munich, 
Germany, on Saturday.

Refugees 
greeted 

warmly in 
Germany

MUNICH — A stout Bavar-
ian music teacher brought 
homemade blueberry crumble 
because she thought “the refu-
gees must be hungry.” A young 
German mother coaxed smiles 
out of  terrified children with 
balloons. But in the throng of  
well-wishers at the main train 
station here as streams of  Syr-
ians blocked for days in Hun-
gary disembarked, perhaps a 
69-year-old Munich janitor best 
summed up the message of  this 
nation that more than any other 
in Europe is opening its doors.

“Willkommen!” yelled out the 
floor cleaner, Peter Schriever, 
as he held up a homemade sign 
that read: “Welcome Refugees!”

Just off their train, Syrians 
Abed Almoen Alalie, his wife, 
Rukaya, and their five small 
children could not quite believe 
what they saw. They blinked. 
They looked at each other. They 
held each other’s hands. After 
being shouted at and manhan-
dled in Hungary — a country 
that did not want them and tried 
to stop their passage — Rukaya, 
32, stared at the cheering crowd 
and broke down in tears.

“Germany is the only country 
that is welcoming us,” explained 
Alalie, a 37-year-old civil ser-
vant from Damascus who said 
his family was fleeing Syria’s 
civil war. “Look at them! I feel 
like we are back among family.”

Finland’s prime minister may 
have offered his private home to 
refugees. A couple of  thousand 
Austrians may have banded to-
gether on social media to car-
pool refugees out of  Hungary. 
But in a Europe bitterly divided 
over how to handle its largest 
wave of  migrants since World 
War II, it is, this time, the Ger-
mans who are coming to the 
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By ANTHONY FAIOLA
WASHINGTON POST

More than 6,000 arrive in 
Munich over 24-hour period 

 to crowd of well-wishers  
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