
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2016 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

MAKING HISTORY »  
Petaluma’s 
Yesenia Gutierrez 
among first 
women to train 
for new Army 
combat duties.   A3

PANCAKES AND 
LABOR  »  
Unions celebrate 
holiday with 
breakfast, 
campaign against 
Trump.   A3

SANTA ROSA
High 89, Low 51

THE WEATHER, B10

Baseball B2
Business A6
Comics B8
Crossword B7
Editorial A7
Lotto A2

Movies B6
Obituaries A5
Scoreboard B6
Sidelines B6
State news A5
TV B9

©2015 The Press Democrat

G20 PLEDGE ECONOMIC 
SHOT IN THE ARM: As 
China agrees to cooperate 
on steel, leaders press  
innovation for growth / A6

INSIDE

CLEVELAND — Hillary Clinton and Don-
ald Trump ran virtually parallel campaigns 
on Monday as they geared up for the final 
stretch of  the presidential race. She made 
nice with the news media by opening up her 
campaign plane and chatting with reporters. 
He followed suit, inviting a smaller group 
of  reporters onto his plane and answering 

questions during the 30-minute flight.
She took along her running mate, and so 

did he, as both focused on Ohio and nearly 
crossed paths in Cleveland. Their motor-
cades all but passed each other, and all four 
candidates’ planes ended up on the tarmac 
at Cleveland Hopkins International Airport 
at the same time.

Clinton moved on several fronts Monday 
to confront nagging doubts about her candi-
dacy, despite her comfortable lead in many 
swing-state polls. Courting labor support-
ers, she met with union leaders in Cleveland 
while her husband, Bill, appeared at a Labor 
Day parade in Detroit. Seeking the backing 

of  progressive voters, she enlisted her pri-
mary opponent, Sen. Bernie Sanders of  Ver-
mont, who made his first solo appearance 
on Hillary Clinton’s behalf  at a rally in New 
Hampshire.

And her outreach to reporters included 
her most extensive question-and-answer 
session with them in months. She expressed 
alarm “about the credible reports about 
Russian government interference in our 
elections” through hacking, saying, “We’ve 
never had a foreign adversarial power be al-
ready involved in our electoral process.”

Presidential hopefuls court Ohio
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Clinton, Trump stump through 
holiday as 2-month sprint begins
By ASHLEY PARKER
NEW YORK TIMES

Donald 
Trump: Talked to 
reporters on his 
plane Monday 
about his views 
on immigration

Hillary 
Clinton: Met 
with the press 
corps Monday for 
question-and-an-
swer session

Ballot 
full to 
bursting 
this fall

LOS ANGELES — Pity the 
California voter.

Seventeen voter initiatives 
are on the state ballot in Novem-
ber, a glut of  citizen-lawmaking 
that could, among other things, 
end the death penalty, legalize 
recreational marijuana, impose 
a tax surcharge on the wealthy 
and place limits on prescription 
drug costs.

And considering that there 
really is no race for president in 
this overwhelmingly Democrat-
ic state, this is where the action 
is going to be through Election 
Day. By the time voters make it 
to the polls, analysts say, they 
are likely to have endured close 
to $100 million in television ad-
vertisements making the yea-
or-nay case for these measures, 
usually framed in the most 
alarming sort of  way.

California is a state with a 
long tradition of  making law at 
the ballot box, but the last time 
there were this many initiatives 
was 2000. And that does not 
even account for local initia-
tives like a Los Angeles County 
proposal to raise the sales tax 
to pay for mass transit or a soda 
tax in San Francisco.

“The California ballot can be 
intimidating — there’s a lot on 
it,” said Thomas F. Steyer, the 
billionaire environmentalist 
who is financing a $2-a-pack 
cigarette tax anti-smoking ini-
tiative, known as Proposition 
56. “It’s hard to stay on top of  
all of  it, particularly because 
professional wordsmiths try 
to confuse voters all the time. 
There is an inclination for a lot 
of  voters not to want to vote for 
initiatives.”

By ADAM NAGOURNEY
NEW YORK TIMES

California’s voters 
haven’t seen this many 
initiatives since 2000
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Service clubs spent more than $150,000 for a variety of upgrades to the bandstand, play area and pathways in Walnut Park in Petaluma. The 
improvements and renewed attention from the Police Department have helped curtail illegal activites in the 143-year-old park.

A safer place to play

In its 143 years of  existence, Pet-
aluma’s Walnut Park has been a 
community gathering spot and 

sometimes a star in movies and 
commercials.

It’s been the setting for concerts, 
farmers markets, art shows and 
political rallies. But despite its 
prominent downtown location, it’s 
had ups and downs, with illegal 
camping, alcohol and drug use, and 
even reported prostitution taking 
hold in recent years.

But today, thanks to physical im-
provements made by service clubs 

and renewed attention from the 
Police Department, those problems 
have eased and the park’s revival is 
a success story.

More than $150,000 has been 
invested by seven service clubs 
to spruce up the park. The beau-
tification effort is being capped 
off with the remodeling of  an old 
maintenance and storage building 
to serve as a police storefront. Not 
precisely a substation, it will be a 
place for officers to write their re-
ports, make phone calls and serve 
as a presence, beginning sometime 
this month.

Groups, police band together to revive longtime gathering spot
By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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PETALUMA LANDMARK » WALNUT PARK

Kevin Freeman applies the final coat of floor sealant to an 
old storage building that will serve as an office for police to 
increase their presence in Walnut Park in Petaluma.

Conservative activist 
reshaped politics in US  

Phyllis Schlafly, whose grass-roots 
campaigns against communism, abor-
tion and the Equal Rights Amendment 
galvanized conservatives for almost two 
generations and helped reshape Ameri-

can politics, died on Monday. She was 92.
Her death was confirmed by the Eagle 

Forum, the conservative organization 
she founded in 1975.

In her time, Schlafly was one of  the 
most polarizing figures in American pub-
lic life, a self-described housewife who 
displayed a moral ferocity reminiscent 
of  the ax-wielding prohibitionist Carry 
Nation. Richard Viguerie, who master-
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Conservative activist Phyllis Schlafly, who helped 
defeat the Equal Rights Amendment and founded the 
Eagle Forum political group, died Monday.

By DOUGLAS MARTIN
NEW YORK TIMES
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PHYLLIS SCHLAFLY » 1924-2016

Housewife led successful effort 
to kill Equal Rights Amendment


